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The Ford 5. Power comes in at horsepower and torque. Output greatly depends on the year and
model. Nonetheless, the performance numbers are impressive for the era the 5. In this article,
we will discuss reliability and common problems with the Ford 5. Throughout this article we
discuss each of these faults and failures in greater depth. Also, a lot of these 5. Newer 5.
Nonetheless, the engine powered quite a few flagship cars and trucks from Ford. Most older 5.
Some of the problems we list may be specific to certain versions of the 5. Problems with spark
plugs and ignition coils are common on the 2-valve, 3-valve, and 4-valve 5. Fortunately, these
problems are easy to fix. Of course, spark plugs and ignition coils are also standard wear and
tear items. As such, calling them an actual failure may not be totally fair. The 2-valve Ford 5.
However, the spark plugs are known to sometimes break when removed. Otherwise, this is
standard maintenance stuff. You may be able to pick up on this by pulling the the fault codes.
Misfires may also cause a slew of other drivability symptoms. Rough idle, stuttering, and power
loss are a few things you may notice when your Ford 5. These are pretty straight-forward
repairs on the 5. It might not be required but we always recommend changing all 8 spark plugs
or ignition coils together. This is especially true if the current set is old. A set of Triton 5. Fuel
pump driver modules FDM are another common failure on the 5. Ford placed the driver module
towards the rear of the steel frame. The aluminum module is then subjected to all the elements
water, salt, dirt, etc. Over time, build up enters the fuel pump driver module and causes it to fail.
When it fails the fuel is typically cut off which can cause the engine to shut down. Fortunately,
Ford re-designed the part after they realized the problems. The new parts mount in the same
location, but do not directly contact the 5. At the least you can take a peek at the FDM to check
the condition externally. Fault code P will be a quick and easy way to trace problems to the
FDM. Since it can cause fuel flow to cut in and out you may notice stuttering. Similar to what
misfires can feel like, however the stuttering will likely be more dramatic with the driver module
failure. Otherwise, your 5. This is also an easy, quick, and cheap DIY on the 5. It could help
prevent you from becoming stranded. Alternatively, keep a spare FDM lying around. Alright â€”
there are a few things to discuss here. The timing chain itself can be an issue on the 5.
However, timing chain tensioners and variable valve timing VVT are known trouble areas too.
The 2-valve 5. Long story short â€” timing is a critical part of proper engine operation. Usually 5.
Some 5. Ultimately, that may lead to the 5. However, it is possible which is why these are
important problems to look out for. Other symptoms may show themselves, too. However,
rattling will be one of the most common symptoms of the 5. This is due to slack in the timing
chain. Depending on the degree of failure the rough running can be pretty severe. We highly
recommend picking up a 5. Add in the cost of the kit and this is the most expensive common
problem on the 5. The 5. Gaskets take abuse and over time can start to fail. Nonetheless, the 5.
That said, some of these 5. With age and mileage there are lots of parts in any engine that wear
down. Rubber hoses, gaskets, plastics, etc all take a lot of abuse with age and heat cycles. The
oil pan gasket is one of the more common issues. However, as these 5. A visible leak from the
oil pan area is a dead give-away. It can also drip onto hot components and produce a little
smoke or burning oil scents. This of course varies based on the Ford truck or car in question.
Overall, the 5. One thing that maybe brings it down a little are the transmissions some of the 5.
We had a F a while back that was on its 3rd transmission by , miles. Not exactly a great
experience. However, the Ford 5. A lot of the 5. Not every engine is built the same, and there are
the occasional flukey cases. On the other hand, there are the well-maintained engines that
simply decide to crap out early. However, maintenance is usually key. Maintain your 5. A
majority of properly maintained 5. Not bad for longevity. However, chances are most engines
will run into at least a few problems during their life. Ford used this engine in a lot of flagship
vehicles for a long time, including high performance cars like the Ford GT. However, every
engine is prone to a few common problems and this holds true for the Ford 5. Look out for
faults with the ignition system, fuel pump driver module, timing chain, and oil pan gasket leaks.
Things like ignition components and gaskets are natural wear and tear items. Anyways, the 5.
Keep up with maintenance and repairs as they pop up, and chances are the 5. Drop a comment
and let us know! Or check out some of our other content like the 5. What Ford Models Use the 5.
Triton 5. Look out for the following stuff: Visible leak under engine Burning oil smells A visible
leak from the oil pan area is a dead give-away. Is the Ford 5. Are you considering buying one?
Leave a Reply Cancel reply. Search Search the site Article may contain affiliate links. As an
Amazon Associate I earn from qualifying purchases. The 5. This engine, along with the several
other V8 and V10 engines, are a part of what is called the Ford Modular engine family , which is
essentially all of the V8 and V10 overhead cam engines. The modular name may be misleading
at first, as it sounds as though the parts may be interchangeable. Later, a 3 valve version was
introduced as well to some Australian applications as well as being made available in F-series
trucks, the Expedition, and the Lincoln Navigator. The final revision was the 4 valve per cylinder

setup, originally installed in the Lincoln Navigator but was later made to be primarily for
performance car application like the Ford Shelby Mustang and the Ford GT. This engine was
first introduced for production in in the Ford F-series trucks. This engine lasted until in the
F-series family but is still being used in the E-series van family. While it is not an overly
powerful engine, the 5. The majority of people also seem to be happy with the reliability. The
weak link for this truck is the propensity for spark plugs to strip in the cylinder head during
replacement; however it appears that this problem was addressed in timeframe. Photo via
Sfoskett. With the introduction of this engine in , the F-series version was producing hp and
lb-ft of torque, using the 2 valve per cylinder configuration. By the time the F-series stopped
using this engine, it was using a 3 valve design instead. This new design along with numerous
other improvements had this engine reaching hp and lb-ft of torque in The highest output
version of this engine was in the Ford Shelby Mustang that included a supercharger and was
capable of hp along with lb-ft of torque. This engine comes with a bore of 3. The compression
for the F-series version was 9. The primary construction of this engine is a cast iron block to be
paired with aluminum cylinder head. Some versions of the performance engine version did
include an aluminum block. The connecting rods were fracture split powdered metal
construction. The valvetrain for this engine did vary over time, although all engines used
overhead cam technology. The original offering in was with a 2 valve design. Beginning in , the
F-series changed to a 3 valve setup, followed 1 year later by the Expedition and Lincoln
Navigator. This includes 2 intake and 1 exhaust valve per cylinder. The 4 valve setup was also
available with this engine, introduced in in the Lincoln Navigator and used in the Navigator for 5
years before it switched to the 3 valve setup. Other 4 valve applications were primarily used in
sports cars. It was introduced in and used in F-series through , and it is still available in the
E-series vans. Although this engine has some issues, as most engines do, they have mostly
been resolved, and the overall consensus is that this is a highly reliable engine. In some
applications this engine was paired with a Supercharger for some real power, hp. This engine is
strong enough to get the job done in most cases. Ford 5. The Ford 5. The 5. During the
production history, there were three versions of 5. The first engine, introduced in , was a SOHC
2-valve 5. It has a cast iron cylinder block. While the engine shared the bore diameter with a 4.
The internal components include fracture-split powder metal connecting rods and light-weight
aluminum pistons. Later, this engine will receive a forged steel crankshaft in some applications.
On top of each cylinder bank, there is a SOHC aluminum head with two valves per cylinder.
There are two timing chains at the front, one for each camshaft. The valvetrain features roller
finger followers and hydraulic lash adjusters. The valve covers are aluminum and the intake
manifold made of composite material. All 5. On the North American market, that engine debuted
together with the redesigned Ford F model. Ford 5. Ford engineers also introduced a variable
camshaft timing VCT system, which greatly improved pow
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er and torque over the 2-valve SOHC version as well as fuel efficiency. There are numerous
small changes inside the 3v engine resulting in a higher 9. From the beginning, the production
and assembling of the 5. But the last 5. Like Ford's 4. But it should be noted that these
problems cannot be called widespread, and 5. The problems listed above are well known and
are at least repairable and will not empty your pocket. With proper fluid changes and regular,
scheduled maintenance, any 5. Ford SVT Lightning 5. This 5. Ford F Harley Davidson Edition.
This model was equipped with 5. Power output: hp kW at 4, rpm, ft-lb Nm at 3, rpm. Home Ford
5. Engine Specs Manufacturer. Production years. Cylinder block material. Cylinder head
material. Fuel type. Number of cylinders. Valves per cylinder. Valvetrain layout. Bore, mm.
Displacement, cc. Type of internal combustion engine. Compression Ratio. Torque, lb ft. Firing
order. Engine oil weight. Engine oil capacity, liter. Oil change interval, mile.

