S10 alternator replacement

Last Updated: January 28, References. To create this article, volunteer authors worked to edit
and improve it over time. There are 10 references cited in this article, which can be found at the
bottom of the page. This article has been viewed 37, times. Learn more Replacing the alternator
in a Chevy S10 is not a job that must be handled by a professional. If you have a garage and
some experience in the automotive field, this is a job you can do on your own, saving a costly,
and inconvenient, trip to the local mechanic. Follow these steps for how to replace the
alternator on a Chevy S We've been helping billions of people around the world continue to
learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Every dollar contributed enables us to keep
providing high-quality how-to help to people like you. Please consider supporting our work with
a contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login does not work in incognito and private browsers.
Please log in with your username or email to continue. No account yet? Create an account. Edit
this Article. We use cookies to make wikiHow great. By using our site, you agree to our cookie
policy. Cookie Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow. Download Article Explore this Article
Steps. Tips and Warnings. Related Articles. Make contact to the battery with the voltmeter and
look for a reading of Turn on the lights and the radio. The charge shouldn't drop below a
reading of Depress the gas pedal until the tachometer reads RPM. Recheck the reading on the
voltmeter. With the electric devices running and the engine running at RPM, the voltage should
read Test the wiring if the charges aren't in the proper range, as the voltage reading alone
doesn't fully diagnose a faulty alternator. Make contact between the rear of the alternator and
the voltmeter and check the reading. Connect the voltmeter to the positive battery anode and
check the reading. Proceed with the following steps when you have confidently diagnosed a
bad alternator. Detach the vehicle's negative battery line. Assure that the battery cable remains
completely separate from the battery throughout the repair procedure. Rotate the belt tensioner
counter-clockwise, using an appropriately sized socket wrench. Pull the belt from the pulley
when the tensioner is sufficiently loose. Access the wiring harness, which is attached to the
back of the alternator. Dislodge the clamp portion of the primary connector by pressing on the
tab. Remove the nut from the secondary connector. Use appropriately sized socket wrenches to
dislodge the 3 mounting bolts from the alternator. Lift the alternator away from the engine bay.
Tighten the mounting bolts to the proper torque. Reconnect the secondary cable to the
alternator by reengaging the nut. Pull back the tab from the primary cable, and then reconnect
that wire. Replace the serpentine belt, referring to the routing guide, which is affixed near the
radiator. I have an S 2. I want to remove the alternator. There seems to be an intake shroud and
other things mounted above the alternator. How do I remove it? Make sure to have mom on
speed dial in case anything bad happens. Yes No. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 1. Include your email
address to get a message when this question is answered. By using this service, some
information may be shared with YouTube. Some other faulty components that can mimic
symptoms of a bad alternator can include the battery or the starter. Helpful 4 Not Helpful 0. It is
a good idea to inspect the serpentine belt while it is removed. If you find any cracks or tears on
the smooth side, replace it. Helpful 3 Not Helpful 0. If you have the know-how, rebuilding the
alternator may be a more affordable alternative to replacing it. Helpful 1 Not Helpful 0. An
alternator with a high charge can cause a lot of problems for your truck's sensors and can
permanently damage the battery. Helpful 1 Not Helpful 1. If your truck is a late model, refer to
your owner's manual regarding the voltage regulator, and how to bypass it in order to check the
alternator charge. The vehicle battery needs to be replaced every 5 to 6 years. More frequent
replacement may be indicative of an alternator that is running too many volts. Helpful 0 Not
Helpful 0. It is not safe to disengage the battery cables while the truck is running to verify a
dysfunctional alternator. Related wikiHows How to. How to. More References 1. Co-authors: 5.
Updated: January 28, Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read 37, times. Did
this article help you? Cookies make wikiHow better. By continuing to use our site, you agree to
our cookie policy. About This Article. Related Articles How to. By signing up you are agreeing to
receive emails according to our privacy policy. Follow Us. Get all the best how-tos! X Help us do
more We've been helping billions of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and
thrive for over a decade. Let's do this! The Chevrolet S pickup endured 23 years of production
in the United States. Although a few different generational designs occurred as the truck
matured, one of the mainstay features of this Chevy was the accessibility of the alternator.
Alternators rarely fail, but access to the S alternator made it an easy charging-system
component to replace for the determined do-it-yourself mechanic. If your battery has drained as
a result of the alternator failure, you should give your battery a full recharge, since the
alternator only restores a portion of charge back to the battery. Disconnect the negative battery
terminal, and then isolate it so it does not come back into contact with the battery post during
the alternator replacement. Then pivot the tensioner to relieve the tension on the belt. Holding
the tool with one hand, use your other hand to remove the belt from the alternator pulley. Do not

remove the belt unless you're replacing it as well. Allow the tensioner to gently rest back into its
applied position, and then remove the serpentine belt tool. Locate the black- or red-colored cap
cover on the back of the alternator, and pull it off with your fingers to expose the terminal
retaining nut. Hold the inside nut stable with a wrench, then pull out the outer retaining nut with
a ratchet and socket. Remove the terminal wire. Pull out the two front alternator mounting bolts,
then remove the rear alternator bracket bolt. Using a small pry bar, pry the alternator upward.
Disconnect the remaining wire connections to the alternator, and lift it from the S Use a small
hammer to tap forward the spacer bushing at the front of the alternator mount, so that you can
easily fit the replacement alternator into the mount. Install the new alternator by reversing the
procedure. Test-start the alternator when you have replaced the negative battery terminal. Be
sure to charge the battery with a battery charger. Before the second generation of the S pickup
featured the automatic belt tensioner and serpentine belt application, alternator replacement
required a different procedure. Mounted to a slotted bracket, the lower mounting bolt of the
alternator required loosening in order to pivot the alternator and remove the drive belt. Be sure
the serpentine belt is realigned and properly situated, with the ribs of the belt seated into the
grooves of the pulley. The S serpentine belt leaves little margin for error; so if it does not fit
back onto the alternator pulley, it is most likely not aligned properly on a different pulley. This
can happen when the belt is slack from being disconnected. Don't force the belt back onto the
alternator pulley; otherwise you can damage it. Be careful when using the serpentine belt tool.
The automatic belt tensioner employs a coil spring to apply the correct tension on the
serpentine belt. A slip could make the tool recoil and cause serious injury. Remove all tools
from the engine compartment and away from moving engine parts before trying to test-start the
S Jody L. Campbell spent over 15 years as both a manager and an under-car specialist in the
automotive repair industry. Prior to that, he managed two different restaurants for over 15 years.
Campbell began his professional writing career in with the publication of his first book.
Campbell Updated November 07, Tips Before the second generation of the S pickup featured the
automatic belt tensioner and serpentine belt application, alternator replacement required a
different procedure. Warnings Be careful when using the serpentine belt tool. Skip to main
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