Replace fuse box with circuit breaker cost

Get free estimates from electrical contractors near you or check out our cost guide below. Total
costs depend on the type of home, the number of circuits, and the amperage. Our homes are
using more energy than ever before, and the electrical system that was installed decades ago
may not have the necessary capacity to handle the electrical load required of it today. To keep a
house running smoothly, the proper rating of electrical panel can eliminate tripped circuit
breakers and prevent fires. Electrical panel replacement typically takes 8 to 10 hours which
includes amp capability, a new panel with main breaker and ten circuit breakers, labor, and all
required materials. The biggest cost for most electrical work is labor. Installation costs depend
on the labor required. New wires may need to be added or replaced, or if anything needs to be
brought up to code. A amp breaker box may be sufficient for households with minimal use of
electricity, but most modern homes require amps. There are a few reasons for a new breaker
box installation over a fuse box. The main circuit breaker shuts off the electricity to the house in
one move. If one of the smaller circuit breakers fails to trip, the main circuit breaker will trip, as
a backup. It will also trip if there is a significant surge of electricity, such as lightning. If it trips
often enough, soon it will need to be replaced. If you notice them tripping regularly, you might
look into getting them replaced or upgrading your panel box. Some are more resilient and can
be buried underground. Older meter boxes contain mercury, which is poisonous. The newer
electric meter boxes operate digitally and provide a more accurate record of usage. They also
record other information such as the date and time any electricity was used. This enables you to
identify your peak usage hours and find ways to cut back, thereby saving money. That can
prove to be frustrating, it can take longer than expected, and it could even be dangerous. Hire a
licensed electrician to do the job. A sub panel box is smaller and usually supplies electricity to a
garage or a small building. A sub panel is also a good solution to the electrical needs created
when you finish out a basement or add on a room. Instead of adding circuit breakers to your
main electrical panel, simply add a sub panel. The lower price is for moving it 10 feet with
nothing that needs repairing or brought up to code; the electrician just needs to extend the
connections. If you need to rewire a house to bring it outside, upstairs, or add circuits, it will
cost more. The electrical box is usually located outside your home where the electricity enters,
for easy access in an emergency. Many homeowners are now moving old boxes outside for this
reason. The electrical panel box is usually installed alongside the electric meter. These
guidelines affect building codes across the country because of their adherence to safety
measures designed to prevent fire. There may be old wiring that needs to be brought up to
code, worn parts that need to be replaced, and sometimes drywall that needs to be opened.
There is also the cost of a permit and the subsequent inspections. It may be what keeps your
home safe from fire. After labor costs for installation or any repairs, the electrical panel is the
next biggest expense for a homeowner. In some cases, a new panel will cost less than an
upgrade because a new construction installation is open no drywall to open , the wires are new
no wires to update , the panel is new, and everything goes together much faster than digging
through an older installation. Below are pricing samples for electrical panels from top brands.
Prices are from Home Depot. The warranty offered can make a difference in your purchasing
decisions. If you have a Federal Pacific Electric panel, you should probably have it replaced.
FPE or Zinsco panels fall under the same category. If and when these old panels malfunction,
they are considered high risk for fire danger, and it's time to update the entire panel.
Homeowners are running more appliances, HD televisions, computers, and smart devices, as
well as charging stations. Houses need to have adequate power. If you answer yes to any of the
following questions, you should upgrade or replace your old panel and install a new functional
electrical system. Some electrical work is fine to DIY, but a licensed electrician should do big
jobs like replacing an electrical panel. In fact, in some places, building codes require this kind of
work to be done by a licensed electrician. Updating your electrical system must be done by
someone who is entirely familiar with all the building codes and regulations. Errors will lead to
electrical fires, which can have devastating consequences. Electrical work needs to be done by
a licensed, insured, and bonded electrician. They have the knowledge, experience, and training
to do this job safely and on time. It is unsafe to do an electrical upgrade any other way. When
choosing your electrician, get three detailed quotes and choose based on experience,
insurance, and multiple 4- or 5-star online reviews. Should you upgrade an electrical panel
without a permit? You could even get fined for not getting one. Also, the inspection process and
accompanying pass will give you peace of mind. A reputable electrician will not skip the permit
process. It may cost more and take longer to have inspections done, but in the end, it will
ensure the electrical upgrade is done correctly and will operate safely. That alone is worth a
million bucks. Get free estimates. How much will your electrical panel cost? Circuit breakers are
more convenient. If the electrical circuit trips the switch, you just flip it back on. If a fuse goes
out, you must replace it. Old fuse boxes were never designed to handle the electrical load we

now require from our homes. Installing bigger fuses creates a fire hazard. Fuse Box vs. Indoor
vs. AFCI vs. Arcing can happen when a mouse chews on a wire or when the appliance you just
plugged in starts to overheat. The AFCI replaces a regular circuit breaker in the panel. Ground
fault circuit interrupter GFCI â€” This type of outlet is required whenever water is nearby, and
the GFCI is the one that shuts things down when water gets too close. GFCI Circuit Breakers
AFCI GFCI Required in bedrooms, dens anywhere people may sleep , kitchen, and laundry areas
Required in bathrooms, kitchen, laundry rooms, garages, crawl spaces, wet bars, exterior
outlets, pool and spa areas Inexpensive to install Inexpensive to install Interrupts arcing in the
wire Interrupts current flowing along the wrong path Eliminates some fire threats Not suitable
for use with refrigerators or freezers Top Service Panels Brands Below are pricing samples for
electrical panels from top brands. Is your home older than 20 years?. Have you done some
remodeling or added people to your family adding appliances and computers? Does your
electrical panel feel warm? Do the breakers trip when you plug in an appliance or while a device
is running? Does your home operate from a fuse box? Is there a smell associated with your
electrical panel? Do your lights flicker or dim regularly? Is there a buzzing or crackling noise
coming from your outlets? Is it black around some of the outlet holes? Do you use lots of power
strips? Advantages Disadvantages More power into your home The initial cost A safer home, as
fire dangers from old panels and electrical components are eliminated. The mess and
inconvenience of a construction project. Hiring an Electrician Some electrical work is fine to
DIY, but a licensed electrician should do big jobs like replacing an electrical panel. Safety wiring installed wrong tends to catch on fire. Knowledge of codes and procedures â€” the
electrician is up to date on those issues. Tools and equipment â€” Electricians already have the
best tools and everything they need to do the job. Experience â€” they have done the job
repeatedly, so they know the safest and quickest way to get the job done. Contacts â€”
Electricians can get parts and materials at a lower cost than you can. Training â€” electricians
undergo regular and consistent training with the latest information in building codes and the
newest information on parts such as panels and circuit breakers. Insurance â€” if something
goes wrong on the job in your home , their insurance will cover the damage. Sometimes the
best deal cost more money; in this case, hiring the professional is the best deal. Why Choose a
Licensed Electrician? Upgrading an Electrical Panel Without a Permit Should you upgrade an
electrical panel without a permit? Get free estimates on HomeGuide from trusted electrical
companies: Get free estimates References. Millions of people ask HomeGuide for cost
estimates every year. We track the estimates they get from local companies, then we share
those prices with you. Related Articles. Electrical Panel. Get Started. Electricians Near You.
Looking for Electricians near you? How it Works. Electricians Near Me. Cheaper than circuit
breakers More sensitive to current Can be replaced by the homeowner. Must be replaced when
tripped Fuses are too small for most of the appliances we own. Less sensitive to current
changes More expensive to replace Must be replaced by a licensed electrician. Required in
bathrooms, kitchen, laundry rooms, garages, crawl spaces, wet bars, exterior outlets, pool and
spa areas. A friend of mine told me that the price was cheap because the electrician did not
replace the wires that run thru the house and that could be unsafe. Is rewiring necessary when
replacing a fuse box for a circuit breaker box? I am concern that the old wires could not make
the circuit breaker box work as expected or cause problems with the wires and overheat or
something like that. Could that be a problem? Common practice is to always do a "service
upgrade" and a house re-wire as two separate projects. Personally I would never tackle both at
the same time. If he upgraded the service to a higher amperage, say from 60 amp fuse box to
amp circuit breaker panel he would have needed to change the conductors from the meter to
the panel, the conductors from the top of the meter out of the weather head. The ground rod, if
present, should have been fine and he might have needed to change the bare wire from the
panel to the ground rod, again if there was even one present. Beyond this, depending on your
local codes, a wire to the water pipe and a "bonding" or jumper wire between the hot and cold
on your water heater may have needed to be installed. These items depend on whether you
have metal water piping or if your local code demands it. Those are the typical wiring changes
associated with a service upgrade. If those things were completed, the he did you right. It is
possible that something is wrong with the rest of the wiring in your house. However, the
electrician was not required to do anything about any of your wiring apart from the couple of
feet going into the breaker box If you're concerned that rewiring does need to be done, take a
look at the insulation of the existing wires and see if it looks damaged, or old enough to be
brittle. If not, there's no reason to think it's failing A friend of mine told Actually, breakers are no
better than fuses for protecting your home. The reason fuses are now taboo is the temptation to
replace a blown fuse with a larger one, which is often very dangerous. Also, there are now many
more electrical items in use than were years ago and therefore the load on the wiring is greater.

If the electrician was a good one he would have informed you of any flaws in the wiring when he
replaced the box. Since fuse boxes are usually in older homes, the wiring is often in poor
condition as well and the insulation will crumble off easily if the wire is bent. That can result in a
fire and that is why the wiring is often replaced when the fuse box is. I would recommend giving
him a call and asking about the condition of the wiring. Even if he has to come out again it will
be worth it for your peace of mind. You need to feel safe in your home and this concern should
be resolved for you. Depends what was there but generally no, if the circuit had a 15 amp fuse
on it and now is connected to a 15 amp breaker it is just as safe as before. You are safer now
than you were. Quit worrying, your new circuit breakers will throw before your old fuses would
burn out. If your house was wired when fuse boxes were still in use, you probably have good
old copper wire. Its crazy!! Of coarse you want a new fuse box. Things are made more safe now
days. They may have made furniture better back in the day but electrical naaa go modern :. The
electrician new what he was doing and he would of told you if he saw a problem. They are pros
and they are not fond of house fires. Trending News. For Tiger Woods, golf is secondary at this
point. Gerard Depardieu charged with rape, sex assault in Paris. COVID pushes some with
eating disorders to get help. FOMO trend is fueling a homebuying surge. Poll: Partisan divide
over vaccine acceptance grows. Official on Woods: He's 'very fortunate' to be alive. State tax
changes could mean bigger refunds for some. Obama, Mickelson wish Tiger well after crash.
Answer Save. Hope this helps. This Site Might Help You. RE: Is rewiring necessary when
replacing an old fuse box for a circuit breaker box? Billy C. How do you think about the
answers? You can sign in to vote the answer. Don S Lv 4. Kimberly Lv 4. Still have questions?
Get your answers by asking now. Are you wondering whether to upgrade your fuse box to a
circuit breaker? Many older homes in the Greater Roanoke area have older style fuse boxes
rather than newer circuit breaker panels. If left untouched, they pose great safety risks.
Replacing a fuse box with a circuit breaker panel is a job for a licensed Roanoke electrician. The
first step is to diagram the electrical panel and note of breaker sizes. The wire gauges will be
checked to confirm the amperage. Next, your electrician will determine if the wiring needs to be
upgraded or replaced. For example, if the home has aluminum wiring or knob-and-tube wiring.
When upgrading to a circuit panel, it's also a good idea to consider making electrical upgrades.
New outlets, switches, and lighting will add convenience and safety and ensure that you have
sufficient power today and down the road. There may be some tension in your relationship over
the Your home's air quality can have a major impact on your health and comfort. Not only does
poor air quality cause unpleasant odors, Upgrade Your Electrical Fusebox Are you wondering
whether to upgrade your fuse box to a circuit breaker? Simply installing larger fuses that are
too big for the wiring can keep fuses from blowing, but it also creates a fire hazard. Over time,
as fuse boxes are updated, it's not unusual to find a single fuse lug with more than one wire.
This is referred to as double tapping or double lugging. If your fuses are overloaded, they
should be rewired to have only one wire per fuse that's rated to handle the load. If your home
has a typical 60 amp fuse box, you're missing the flexibility to handle electrical loads for
multiple appliances running at the same time. For example, when remodeling a kitchen your
electrician will likely recommend having separate circuits for the dishwasher, the disposal, for
outlets, for the lights, and yet another for the microwave and refrigerator. For larger appliances,
v circuits are usually required. This adds up to at least six separate circuits in your electric
panel. If your home only has a 60 amp panel with has six spaces available for the entire house,
it makes sense to upgrade to a circuit breaker panel. Upgrading to a Circuit Breaker Replacing a
fuse box with a circuit breaker panel is a job for a licensed Roanoke electrician. Have questions
about upgrading from a fuse box to a new circuit breaker panel? Give Ostrom a call. We are the
trusted name for electrical services in Roanoke, Salem, and beyond! Related Posts. I want to
replace an old fuse box with a circuit breaker panel. Do I need a AMP service? The house has
two apartments so I want to make sure there is adequate service. As I know absolutely nothing
about this, what questions should I I would like to know how should it cost to have a fuse box
containing 8 fuse to a circuit panel. That fuse box is in a coop apt. How do I upgrade my fuse
box in my home. Is it legal to feed a circuit breaker through a fuse box as long as the fuse can
handle the load? I have a amp electrical service using a fuse box to which a small circuit
breaker panel was added see photo. I would like to convert the whole service to a amp circuit
breaker panel. I live in Rochester, Minnesota. What is your estimate of the cost of this
conversion? Remember Me? Find questions to answer Find today's questions Find unanswered
questions. Search Topics. Login Not a member? Join our community. Apr 1, , PM. Cost guide to
replace electrical fuse box with circuit breaker. What is the average cost to convert a typical 3
bedroom home with basement from a fuse box to only circuit breakers. Missouri Bound Posts:
1,, Reputation: It's really hard to give a price. Call at least three contractors, check references.
Permits, local ordinances, so many things to factor in. You could go to the local village, city hall

and ask if they have any preferred contractors. Good luck. If you have fuses, considering the
age of the service chances are you will need a whole service upgrade, not just a panel change.
Not your question? Ask your question View similar questions. Replacing fuse box with Circuit
breaker panel [ 3 Answers ] I want to replace an old fuse box with a circuit breaker panel. Fuse
box to circuit breaker panel [ 4 Answers ] I would like to know how should it cost to have a fuse
box containing 8 fuse to a circuit panel. Upgrading from a fuse box to a circuit breaker box [ 1
Answers ] How do I upgrade my fuse box in my home. When converting a fuse box to a circuit
breaker [ 2 Answers ] Is it legal to feed a circuit breaker through a fuse box as long as the fuse
can handle the load? Cost of converting fuse box to circuit breakers [ 18 Answers ] I have a amp
electrical service using a fuse box to which a small circuit breaker panel was added see photo.
Answer Find questions to answer. Find today's questions. Find unanswered questions. Search
Search Topics. Advanced Search. Not a member? Cost guide to replace electrical fuse box with
circuit breaker What is the average cost to convert a typical 3 bedroom home with basement
from a fuse box to only circuit breakers. Find latest posts by vhannah Send a private message
to Missouri Bound. Find latest posts by Missouri Bound. Send a private message to
stanfortyman. Find latest posts by stanfortyman. Smart home system with HVAC monitoring,
motion-sensor and alarm module, lighting control, remote door lock, and fire and emergency
service interconnects, installed. Cost to hire an electrician varies greatly by region and even by
zip code. Get free estimates from electricians in your city. Electricity is an important and
integral part of every home. And if you are updating any part of the electrical wiring, lighting, or
panels in your home, you need to make sure that it is done safely and correctly. That means
hiring an electrician to do the work. They can handle many project types from simple outlet
installations to completely rewiring your home. Updated the introduction with a new project
scope, project costs, and an average cost range. Updated the final costs with a new average
range. Added a section on the hourly charge of an electrician broken down by grade with a table
and subsections. Added a section on the service call fees for electricians. Added a section on
costs by task with a table and subsections. Added a section on emergency electrician costs.
Added a section on commercial electrician costs. Updated the enhancements section with
information on wiring basements and garages, dimmer switches, and energy-efficient fixtures.
Updated the additional considerations section with information on DIY warnings, accessibility,
and purchasing your own fixtures. Added an FAQ section with 6 questions and answers.
Electrician Cost Calculator Costs to hire an electrician vary greatly by region. There are three
grades - Apprentice, Journeyman, and Master. To achieve each grade, electricians must meet
specific testing requirements. Each grade also has a range of costs they charge:. To receive an
Apprentice license, the electrician needs to complete hundreds of hours of classroom work, as
well as 8, hours of supervised on-the-job experience. A Journeyman electrician has completed
their apprenticeship and taken and passed the Journeyman electrician exam. They are qualified
to take on more complex projects in your home, such as wiring and installing an electrical panel
or car charging station. Master electricians have completed more than 4, hours of work as a
Journeyman. They have also taken and passed the Master electrician exam. This is the
electrician you want to call for complex projects like installing a new whole-house generator or
rewiring a historic property. When you call an electrician out to your home, you may have a
range of associated costs before the project even begins. For example, if you need diagnostic
work done, this may have a separate hourly charge than the actual wiring and installation work.
Some electricians also charge a higher rate for the first hour, then revert to their normal rate for
the rest of the job. This service call rate guarantees their time and work, especially if the issue
turns out to be something that could have been easily corrected, such as a tripped breaker. The
rate covers their gas and time to come out to the job. This service call rate is usually waived,
however, if you are getting an estimate on a planned job. This estimate is usually provided at no
charge. Large projects may also have different rates. Some companies send out more than one
electrician to the job, so they may charge a higher service call and hourly rate. Most jobs that
homeowners hire electricians for are single tasks or projects. While some involve the entire
home, others may focus on only a single area, fixture, or room. Because each has different
requirements and needs, their prices vary:. Outlets are important to any home. Having the right
number and type of outlets allows you to plug in appliances and electronics, powering and
charging them as needed. There are many outlet types available from single-grounded 3-prong
outlets to GFCI outlets for bathrooms and wet areas, and each has a different price. If you are
purchasing a new home or undergoing major renovations to an existing home, you may want to
have an electrical inspection done. This can tell you the current state of the existing wiring, and
during the inspection, the electrician can also make recommendations based on what it is you
want to do with the space. Inspections are also a good idea if you suspect a problem and want
to get to the bottom of it. Circuit breakers are part of your electrical panel and aid in the safety

of your home. The circuit breakers are designed to trip and break the connection in the event of
a power overload. Over time, they can wear out, particularly if they trip often, leading to fire
hazards and other safety concerns if the problem is not addressed. Most homes have at least
one type of light fixture in every room. So, it is common to replace them over time. Fixtures can
be anything from a simple dome light to an elaborate chandelier, and while material costs vary,
the cost for the installation does not change much from job to job. Attic fans provide important
ventilation to this area of your home. The attic fan keeps air circulating so that the attic does not
become superheated. This helps keep the rest of your home cooler and protect your roof from
ice dams. Attic fans need to be sized to the space to work properly, and they may be installed
alongside other types of attic ventilation, such as ridge caps. The electric meter keeps track of
how much electricity you use and allows the power company to keep track of your costs. It is
located on the exterior of your home inside a weatherproof box, which is lockable and needs to
be both secure and completely keep out the elements. Over time, they develop cracks and weak
areas, leaving them vulnerable. Ceiling fans add ambiance to a room, while also keeping it
cooler in the warmer months of the year. Ceiling fans can contain lights, run in both directions,
and have various other settings as well. Running them can help keep energy costs down rather
than relying on air conditioning alone. They can also help warm a space by running it in reverse
in the winter. A subpanel is a smaller panel that controls just one part of the home. This is
useful when making a big upgrade in one area, such as installing a car charging station or
wiring an addition. Recessed lighting is one of the most popular methods of lighting a room in
the home. The cans come in varying sizes and finishes to meet different styles and needs.
Expect higher costs if the electrician has trouble reaching the space. Many homes today are
underpowered, meaning that their electrical needs are outstripping what they are capable of
providing. With appliances, electronics, and home automation, people are using more electricity
than was anticipated when the home was built. The best way to fix this issue is to upgrade the
electrical panel to a higher amp capacity. If you live in an area that sees frequent power
outages, you may want to install a backup generator. Generators are located outside in your
yard, and they come on automatically when there is a power interruption. A generator can be
powered by propane or gas and requires a Master electrician to hook it up in most cases. It is
possible to automate nearly every room in your home. Smart homes make your life easier and
lower your energy bills. They can be simple or complex, depending on your needs, and can
encompass a single room of your home or have systems spread throughout the entire property.
If you have an older home, the wiring may not be safe, up-to-code, or able to handle the
demands of modern households. So, it may be necessary to rewire the home, removing older
and out-of-date wiring, outlets, and fuse boxes, and replacing them with modern, up-to-date
materials. If you have an older home, there is a good chance that your outlets are not grounded.
You can sometimes tell by looking at the outlets. If they are the old two-prong style, the outlet is
not grounded. This can be a serious safety and fire hazard, and the best way to address the
issue is by rewiring the home and bringing everything up to code at the same time. While there
are some short cuts, an ungrounded home is usually just one piece of a more serious problem.
Addressing the complete issue is usually the best course of action. If you have a sudden
problem on a weekend, holiday, or overnight that cannot wait until the following business
hours, you may need to pay a higher rate for the emergency call. The exact rate is dependent on
the grade of the electrician. For example, a call to service a generator in the middle of a power
outage will likely have a higher rate than a call to inspect a circuit breaker. In addition, it is not
uncommon for emergency calls to have a minimum, such as the equivalent of 2 to 4 hours of
work. Even if the job takes 20 minutes, you must pay the minimum fee. Always ask what the
various rates are when you call so that you are prepared. Also, assess if this is a true
emergency that needs service right or if you can wait until the next business day when rates are
lower. This is partly due to the different demands and complexities of commercial applications,
and many electricians working on commercial projects are Master grade. Emergency rates and
service call fees also apply. Adding a dimmer to your lights raises and lowers the light level,
depending on your needs. It may also save on your energy bills. Many older and detached
garages do not have electricity. However, new codes require them to have at least one 20 amp
circuit with at least one GFCI protected duplex receptacle for each vehicle. Most basements
have at least rudimentary wiring already, but if you intend to finish the basement, you may want
to add additional outlets, switches, light fixtures, and other items. As energy costs rise, many
people want to make energy-efficient upgrades to their homes. The electrical work is identical,
but the fixture is what drives the savings. This depends on the house and how accessible the
wiring is. Some holes may need to be cut. The only person truly qualified to make that
assessment is a licensed electrician. Schedule an inspection to find out more. This could be the
result of an overloaded circuit or faulty wiring. Contact a licensed electrician to find out more.

You can charge your phone with a vehicle by using a specific AC phone charger. To get free
estimates from local contractors, please indicate yours. FIXR provides cost guides,
comparisons, and term cheatsheets for hundreds of remodeling, installation and repair projects.
Location Settings. Loading, please wait Log In. Password Recovery. Step 1. Step 2. Step 3.
National average. Electrical Circuit Panel Upgrade. Install an Electrical Outlet. Electrical Wiring
Installation. Lightning Rod Installation. Light Switch Installation. Recessed Lighting Installation.
Updated: Feb 18, What's new? Feb 18, The low, average, and high costs were updated with our
new data. Aug 31, Updated the introduction with a new project scope, project costs, and an
average cost range. Average Cost. Zip code. Want to receive more accurate estimates for your
project? Setting up the job and installing the new outlet box, duplex receptacle, and wall plate.
Installing and connecting a 48" five-blade fan. HVAC monitoring, thermostat, and trending
module. Intruder motion-sensing and alarm module. Main interior lighting and outdoor lighting
control module. Fire and emergency service direct interconnect module. Remote door lock
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module. Installing a lighting control system. Installing a fire and emergency service direct
interconnect. Installing a remote door lock actuator. Wiring and testing the smart home system,
up to l. Compare Quotes. Find Pros. Additional Considerations and Costs Working with
electricity requires extensive knowledge, skills, and precautions. Therefore, DIY is not
recommended unless you have previous electrical experience. It is always advised to hire a
professional for projects involving electricity. Electricians work by the hour. To keep costs
down, make sure they can easily access the areas so that they can start work quickly. Purchase
your own fixtures and appliances, then hire an electrician to install them. This ensures you have
the greatest selection, can get what you want, and eliminate any markups the electrician may
charge. Overloaded electrical circuits can be dangerous. Watch for signs like flickering or
dimming lights, warm or discolored wall plates, buzzing or crackling noises at receptacles,
burning odors, or mild shocks when approaching or touching receptacles. If any of these occur,
contact a licensed electrician right away. FAQs How much do electricians charge per outlet?
How much does it cost to install electricity in a new house? Can you rewire a house without
removing the walls? How do I know if my electric needs rewiring? Why did I lose power to half
my house? How can I charge my phone without electricity? How much does it cost to hire an
electrician in my city? Basic Phone System Installation. Digital Phone System Installation.
Phone Jack Installation. Hardwired Computer Network Installation. Wireless Computer Network
Installation. Upgrading to Cat6 Cabling. Backup Generator Installation. Portable Generator
Installation. Home Automation. Smart Lock Installation. Smart Thermostat Installation. Related
comparison guides. Portable vs Standby Generator. The information provided by our cost
guides comes from a great variety of sources, including specialized publications and websites,
cost studies, U. For more information, read our Methodology and sources. Get estimates Invalid
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FL. Wichita, KS. Header Form We are asking a few questions so that we can get you better cost
estimates. We respect your privacy. About us Team Press Phone: Installing an outlet. Attic fan
installation. Electrical meter box replacement. Ceiling fan installation. Recessed lighting.
Upgrading an electrical panel. Generator installation. Home automation. Forgot your Password?
We welcome your comments and suggestions. All information is provided "AS IS. All rights
reserved. You may freely link to this site, and use it for non-commercial use subject to our
terms of use. View our Privacy Policy here. Toggle navigation subscribe. Log in. Remember Me?
By logging into your account, you agree to our Terms of Use and Privacy Policy , and to the use
of cookies as described therein. Login with Facebook Log in. Forgot Password? New Posts.
Today's Posts. Community Member List. Forum Actions Mark Forums Read. Quick Links View
Forum Leaders. Thread Tools. I recently had an electrician in to replace a wire that was used to
power my electric dryer. The wire runs directly from the dryer to the fuse box. It became split a
bit and looked unsafe. Our home was built in and has amp service. The electrician came in and
traced the wire back to the fuse box. Earlier this year, I had water running down into the fuse
box from outside. I caluked a slight hole outside and it never came back; however, it had been
leaking for a while before I noticed it. Anyway, the electrician said that he won't work on this

wire back to the fuse box because it's "unsafe. I'll admit there's some rust, but it doesn't look
that bad. He wants to replace the entire box, breakers and all. Assuming he's right, what should
I expect to pay for this? Obviously I'm having another estimate. Also, this guy tells me I owe him
something for his coming out to provide an estimate. Am I missing somethingaren't estimate
free? Look forward to your input. View Public Profile. Find all posts by shumax. A new breaker
box can be just about any price, depending upon what needs to be done. For example, it may be
necessary to replace the wire from the meter to the panel. It may be necessary to add a ground
to the system. Many factors go into this. Since you have fuses, there will be more work than if
you already had breakers. What do you need? I don't know, and cannot answer without seeing
it. I would certainly take this opportunity to consider upgrading to circuit breakers. As for owing
him something for an estimate, I don't think you do. I do however think that you may owe him
something for his trip out there. He came out expecting to redo a dryer setup. He found that he
couldn't. It wasn't his fault he couldn't. How much does he want? Is it reasonable? Is he willing
to let it go if you have him do the work of installing the circuit breaker panel? What agreement
did you make when you spoke with him on the phone to have him come out? I would get several
estimates. Make sure that you don't ask for an estimate of redoing the panel. I would explain
that the problem is the dryer, but that you are considering breakers. Ask if they can fix the dryer
right there for a reasonable fee of course , but also ask for an estimate on a new circuit breaker
panel. Find all posts by racraft. A amp service panel costs to and more for some. New breakers
and wiring is dependent on your house needs. If you're just replacing with a new box, the box
costs 50 to dollars. I would guess: for labor in materials As far as his fee for comming out, think
of it this way. You call someone up, have them spend their gas to come to your house, have
them spend time to come out and diagnose the problem and explain it to you, and then you say
"oh well thank you, but I'll pass". He's out money and time. Most anyone that is not addressing
a warranty issue will either give you a trip charge or a service call charge. I don't think that is
unreasonable. If you rewire your house, upgrade outlets, etc. I am assuming it is a direct swap
from fuses to breakers with a new panel and assuming all your wiring is already in place and up
to code. It would be a direct swapas he explained it. There's no need to route new wires other
than the one for my dryer, which is 10ft. Shouldn't be much work at all. What else do you need
in my description in order to narrow down the estimate? Thanks, Curt Quote:. Originally Posted
by SkyKing. Too many variables to consider. I wouldn't be too worried about it if your estimate
was or less. You could do it yourself if you wanted to. Just check with you local code
enforcement office. Fuses vs. Can anyone comment on updating to breakers? Sorry if I'm not
using the correct terminology! The box passed inspection, except that one of the fuses was
double-tapped. That's being corrected. The previous owners have left plenty of packages of
fuses in case one goes up, but I've never lived in a house with fuses. The unfamiliar obviously
is making me a little nervous. Is it worth updating? Are fuses still pretty common? Fuses work
fine and there is no reason to replace them just for the sake of replacing them. When I bought
my house there were fuses in place. I did have them replaced with a circuit breaker panel, but
did so because I needed the capacity. Since then I have more or less doubled the number of
circuits in place, due to remodeling and new circuits. The problem with fuses is that there is
nothing to stop someone from using a larger fuse. This is done because the circuit is
overloaded and fuses keep blowing. Rather than correcting the problem, a larger fuse is used.
This creates a fire hazard. The same people would never consider this with circuit breakers
because replacing a circuit breaker involves more work and greater risk removing the cover of
the panel. My advice is to leave the fuses in place until you need to add additional circuits. Do
keep spare fuses around. You may also need to buy slow blow fuses, which are more
expensive. These fuses are sometimes needed for heavy loads, such as for a freezer or sump
pump. They can handle a higher current for a short period of time, which allows the motor to
start. Replacing fuse box with breaker panel. Just wondering how hard it is for a novice to
change a fuse box to a breaker pan Replace Fuse Box with Breaker Panel. Looking to purchase
a home with amp service with fuses. Would having the Electrical Panel Question. I need to
notify my condo association as to the status of my electrical panel. Insight for eliminating snow
from long drveway from big snows! Oil Light. Any Tips for Identifying Circuits and their
breakers? Load balancing a main panel? Aprilaire A installation. Running power to shed from
garage. Frameless shower door loose at top. Whole house generator, general questions. DIY
install. Mr Ron on Nov 23, I have a split receptacle controlled by a single pole end of run switch.
The half that is constant hot works O. The switched half is not working. The outlet has a black,
red, shared white neutral and bare ground. If it matters this is an isolated ground recept. The tab
on the outlet is broken off. Voltmeter shows 35V at the red wire and V at the black. Switch which
has a black and a white wire checks O. In the off position sw shows the same 35V at the black
wire. In the on position I have V at the white wire. I don't know if this outlet ever did work

correctly. Outlet and switch have both been replaced. Why would I be getting 35 V???? What am
I missing? Everything else works O. Please help. This site is great!!!!!!!!!!! There are 2 light
fixture boxes in my kitchen. One in middle of ceiling and one over sink. Cu
saab van
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rrently the only light working is the ceiling one. Previous owner had light switch to one over
sink placed in a cabinet but i removed it when i removed the cabinets and do not remember how
it was wired. IT was workign though before i removed it. Here is what I have as far as the wiring
goes. I have a feed Wire of BX cable coming from wall receptacle to ceiling light in middle of
room. I have 2 return 2-wire cables coming from ceiling light. The other goes to fixture over
sink. This fixture currently is always "hot" but if i put a switch on it and run it like the overhead
ceiling light, it will trip the breaker. How do i get to use the light over sink without tripping
breaker? It doesn't matter to me whether i use the switch already at the wall to turn both on or if
i have separate light switches preferable to have separate light switches but not necessary.
Thanks in advance Pat. Ask a Question. Question Title:. Your question will be posted in:. Almost
There! New User? Back to question.

