Pontiac grand prix vs grand am

The Grand Prix is a line of automobiles produced by the Pontiac Division of General Motors
from through for coupes and â€” for sedans. First introduced as part of Pontiac's full-size car
model offering for the model year, the marque varied repeatedly in size, luxury, and
performance during its production. Among the changes were positioning in the personal luxury
car market segment and mid-size car offering from the second generation to the fifth generation
for the sedan and from the second generation to the sixth generation from the coupe. The
Grand Prix returned to a full-size car from the sixth generation to the seventh generation for the
sedan, positioned below the larger Bonneville in Pontiac's model lineup. The Grand Prix first
appeared in the Pontiac line for the model year, as a performance-oriented replacement for the
Ventura , [4] which became a luxury trim level of the full-size Catalina It was essentially a
standard Catalina coupe with minimal outside chrome trim and a sportier interior bucket seats
and a center console. Early models were available with Pontiac performance options, including
the factory-race Super Duty powertrain installed in a handful of and cars. The first Grand Prix
was a Catalina hardtop coupe trimmed to standards similar to the larger top-line Bonneville,
with a distinctive grille and taillights. The bucket seats were upholstered in Morrokide vinyl,
while nylon loop-blend carpeting covered the floor and lower door panels. The center
console-mounted transmission shifter included a storage compartment and a tachometer. The
rear bench seat included a center fold-down armrest and a speaker grille that could be made
functional with the extra-cost Bi-Phonic rear speaker. Included were a padded instrument panel,
deluxe steering wheel, courtesy lights, and other features. For , the Grand Prix received revised
sheet metal shared with other full-size Pontiacs, but with its own squared-off roofline with a
concave rear window that contrasted with the convertible-like roofline of the Grand Prix and
continued on the to Catalina and Bonneville. Also new was a Pontiac-trademark split grille with
vertical headlights and round parking lights and "hidden" taillights. Aside from grillework,
taillight covering and bumpers, chrome trim was limited to lower rocker panels, wheel arches,
and roofline. Inside, the GP continued with luxurious interiors featuring real walnut trim on the
instrument panel and bucket seats upholstered in Morrokide vinyl. The center console was now
built into the instrument panel and featured a vacuum gauge to go along with a dash-mounted
tachometer manual transmission. Pedals received revised custom trim plates. A wide
assortment of options were available including power steering, brakes, windows, and driver's
seat; air conditioning, eight-lug aluminum wheels with integrated brake drums, Safe-T-Track
differential, and other items. The same selection of transmissions continued including the
standard three-speed manual, optional four-speed manual, or three-speed Roto Hydra-matic.
The Grand Prix received minor appearance changes from the edition. Revised upholstery trims
highlighted the interior, still featuring expanded Morrokide vinyl bucket seats and console as
standard equipment. The standard three-speed manual and optional Hydramatic transmissions
were unchanged from , however, a new GM-built Muncie four-speed available in either a
wide-ratio M or close-ratio M options replaced the Borg-Warner T While other Pontiac coupes
received the semi-fastback rooflines shared with other GM divisions, Grand Prixs retained the
exclusive squared-off roofline with concave rear window but a bit more rounded than the
version. Interiors were revised with all-new instrument panels featuring a larger dose of walnut
trim which now extended to the center console standard with bucket seats, along with a new
steering wheel with horn bars replacing the horn ring used in previous years. The standard
bucket seats could be upholstered either in expanded Morrokide vinyl or new
cloth-and-Morrokide trim. New for was a no-cost bench seat option with a center armrest
available with either upholstery choice. New options included an automatic air conditioning
system. This system, first introduced by Cadillac in , was available in addition to the regular
Circ-L-Aire Conditioning. Hazard flashers were also optional. Engine offerings were revised for
The standard three-speed and optional four-speed manual transmissions were carried over from
, however, a new three-speed Turbo Hydramatic transmission with torque-converter that was
similar in principle to Ford's Cruise-O-Matic and Chrysler's TorqueFlite replaced the older
three-speed fluid coupling Roto Hydramatic along with the four-speed Super Hydramatic in
Bonneville and Star Chief models. The Grand Prix received only minor appearance revisions
from the edition including a new more rounded split grille and new taillight trim. Inside, a
revised instrument panel included a squared-off gauge panel and new Strato bucket seats in
either Morrokide or cloth upholstery with higher seatbacks and more contoured cushions for
improved lateral support. The Strato buckets were standard equipment along with a console,
but a notchback bench seat with a center armrest was a no-cost option. Revised sheet metal
with rounded yet even more pronounced Coke bottle styling highlighted the Grand Prix and
other full-sized Pontiacs. A convertible was new; this lasted only for the model year. Also new
to the G. The louvered taillights were similar to those found on the GTO. Strato bucket seats and
console were standard equipment with Morrokide vinyl or cloth upholstery, or a no-cost

optional notchback bench seat with either trims. Other changes included a revised instrument
panel and door panel trim. New this year was a dual master-cylinder braking system and
optional front disc brakes [7] along with Rally II wheels. Also new for was an energy-absorbing
collapsible steering column. The Grand Prix received a more pronounced"beak-nose" grille in
shock-absorbent plastic and a new front bumper. The convertible was discontinued, leaving
only the hardtop coupe for This would be the final year for the B-bodied, full-sized Grand Prix.
The GP would feature a new body using a chassis based on the smaller Pontiac A-body
intermediates. Pontiac's general manager John Z. DeLorean ordered the development of an
all-new Grand Prix for the model year. It featured new bodywork with a pronounced grille, and
rode on a stretched version of the intermediate GM A platform dubbed the G-Body. DeLorean
and other Pontiac planners saw a way to reverse the declining sales of the full-sized Grand Prix
by creating a new niche in the burgeoning personal luxury car market. Sales reached over ,
units, almost quadruple the 32, full-sized models built in The similar but less luxurious
Chevrolet Monte Carlo followed in Ford and Chrysler responded by producing plusher versions
of their intermediate Torino and Charger, but both eventually created newer entries to the
intermediate personal luxury car battleâ€”the Ford Elite in and Chrysler Cordoba in The new
intermediate-based Grand Prix began to take shape in April , with a few prototype models built
on the full-sized Pontiac platform before the G-Body was ready. To save both development
costs and time in much the same manner Ford created the original Mustang using the basic
chassis and drivetrain from the compact Falcon, the revised Grand Prix would have a unique
bodyshell but share the A-body intermediate platform and mechanicals with the Tempest, Le
Mans and GTO. The basic body shell saw a major facelift in bracketed by minor detail revisions
in the and model years. The Grand Prix debuted a "Command Seat" wraparound cockpit-style
instrument panel that placed most controls and gauges within easy reach of the driver.
Enhancing the interior's sporty look, the "Strato" bucket seats were separated by a console
integrated into the instrument panel that slanted toward the driver, which included a floor
shifter, storage compartment, and ashtray. A leather trim option which also replaced nylon loop
rug with cut-pile carpeting was finally offered in addition to the Morrokide vinyl and cloth and
Morrokide upholstery offerings. Innovations in included a radio antenna embedded in the
windshield, flush-mounted "pop-open" exterior door handles, side-impact beams inside the
doors, and an optional built-in electrically heated rear window defogger. Vertical grille inserts
replaced the horizontal bars of the , movement of "Grand Prix" nameplates from the lower cowls
to the rear C-pillars and the vertical chromed louvers from the C-pillars down to the lower cowls,
highlighted the Grand Prix. An automatic transmission was offered as a no cost option. Interior
trim also received minor revisions, and a bench seat with center armrest returned as a no-cost
option to the standard Strato bucket seats and console. Bench seat-equipped cars included a
steering column-mounted shifter with the automatic transmission along with a
dashboard-mounted glovebox, replacing the console-mounted shifter and glovebox of
bucket-seat cars. Power front disc brakes became standard equipment this year. Due to the
success of the Grand Prix, other GM divisions followed suit and introduced similar cars for A
total of 65, Grand Prixs were made in The Ford Thunderbird styling change was reportedly
ordered by Ford Motor president Bunkie Knudsen, who moved from GM to Ford in after a long
career at GM which included the position of general manager for the Pontiac Motor Division
from to and ordered the addition of the Grand Prix to the model lineup. Interior revisions
amounted to new trim patterns for cloth and vinyl upholstery patterns for both the bench and
bucket seats, but the leather interior option was discontinued. Both engines received
substantially lower compression ratios 8. Transmission offerings initially were carried over from
previous years, including the standard three-speed manual, or optional four-speed stick or
Turbo Hydra-Matic. However, at mid-year, Turbo Hydra-Matic automatic became standard
equipment and the manual shifters were dropped. Variable-ratio power steering was made
standard equipment as well. New power ratings were put into effect, requiring manufacturers to
post net horsepower with all accessories installed vs. This system gave a more realistic
measure of power. This delayed the production of the third generation Grand Prix by one year in
Production numbers for were lower than in with only 58, units. Minor styling revisions included
a new cross-hatch grille up front and triple cluster taillights in the back. Inside, the burled-elm
trim was replaced by a new teakwood design, and upholstery trim patterns for vinyl and cloth
selections were revised for both bucket and bench seat offerings. Engine offerings remained
the same as before with the major change being the change in power measurements from the
previous gross method on a dynamometer to the new net ratings as installed in a vehicle with
accessories and emission equipment which made the horsepower ratings of models lower than
their counterparts though actual performance did not change much between the two years. This
was the first time that Pontiac offered a radial tire option for the entire model year. In , Pontiac

announced a radial tire option for the GTO that was quickly discontinued due to production
problems. Also at mid-year, a new "Fasten Seat Belts" light with buzzer was added per Federal
safety regulation. An all-new Grand Prix was scheduled for However, a day corporate-wide
strike at GM in late that hobbled the model introduction set back model production plans, and
the new A and G-body cars planned for were delayed for introduction by one year to the model
year. Production numbers increased after two years of decline, reaching 91, units and only
second place to the model. All A-bodies , including the Grand Prix, were redesigned for
Although large V8s were still available, the performance was on the decline due to new
emissions control systems. The most notable styling feature of this generation was the
appearance of the fixed opera window, replacing the previous disappearing rear side glass. This
year's Grand Prix switched from pillarless hardtop design to a pillared "Colonnade" hardtop
with frameless door glass as did all GM intermediates in response to proposed federal safety
standards regarding roll-over protection. The rear featured a revised boattail-like trim with
square-taillights above the bumper. A new instrument panel continued the wraparound cockpit
theme of previous models with new African Crossfire Mahogany facing on the dashboard,
console, and door panels, which was "real" wood in contrast with the simulated woodgrain
material found in most car interiors during that time. The Strato bucket seats were completely
new with higher seatbacks and integrated headrests in Morrokide or cloth trims, and optional
recliners and adjustable lumbar support, with a notchback bench seat offered as a no-cost
option. Also standard were power steering and power brakes. The introduction of radial-ply tires
improved handling. GM's "A" body cars' front suspensions were based on the Chevrolet
Camaro and Pontiac Firebird during this production run. The Grand Prix received a revised split
grille with vertical bars that was entirely above the bumper. The license plate and fuel filler were
moved above the bumper and taillight lenses were revised. The interior trim remained virtually
unchanged from , with standard seating choices, including Strato bucket seats with center
console or notchback bench seat with an armrest and cloth or Morrokide upholstery. The
bucket seats were available with optional recliners and adjustable lumbar support. The real
African Crossfire Mahogany trim was replaced by a simulated material for the instrument panel
due to splintering problems on models; the "real" wood was continued on the console and door
panels for another two years. A new cut-pile carpeting replaced the nylon loop rugs of previous
years. A federally mandated interlock system required the driver and front-seat passenger to
fasten their seat belts to start the car. This system was offered only for and on some early
models. It was rescinded by Congressional action. A Turbo Hydra-Matic transmission,
variable-ratio power steering, and power brakes were standard equipment on both models.
Radial tires were also a new option on the Model J this year. Still, was the third best-selling year
to date for the Pontiac Grand Prix. A revised grille with fewer vertical bars and revised taillight
lenses marked the Grand Prix. Changes included the addition of GM's High Energy electronic
ignition and a catalytic converter that mandated the use of unleaded gasoline. Radial tires
became standard on all models. A new luxury LJ model was added as the new top model. The
base Model J remained available, as well as the SJ. The LJ included pinstriping and a velour
interior trim. The addition of the catalytic converter spelled the end of dual exhaust for and
detuning of engines. A new split vertical bar "waterfall" grille and quad rectangular headlights in
front and revised taillight lenses highlighted the Grand Prix. Features such as a cushioned
steering wheel and custom pedal trim plates became optional on Model J, but remained
standard on LJ and SJ, both of which also continued to include Strato bucket seats as standard
equipment. All models got a new simulated rosewood trim for the dash, door panels, and
console with bucket seats that replaced the African Crossfire Mahogany trim of previous years.
Leather interior trim was a new extra-cost option available with the Strato bucket seats and LJ
and SJ models. In celebration of Pontiac's 50th anniversary in , a number of special edition
Grand Prix were produced. Technically a LJ trim option, these models featured removable Hurst
T-tops, color-keyed Rally II wheels, special "Anniversary Gold" paint actually the new Cadillac
Seville's "Autumn Gold accented by a white opera roof and white side protection. The only
available interior color was Light Buckskin. Among the other distinctions was special badging
with Golden hood and trunk medallions and a Golden "arrow head" logo in the steering wheel.
Buyers could opt for other accessories available for the LJ. Many chose sport instrumentation,
sport steering wheels, or leather upholstery. Mechanically, they were similar to the regular
models. This was one of two anniversary models offered by Pontiac, the other was a special
trim Firebird. A complete reworking of the front header and bumper highlighted the Grand Prix,
which was the final year for the vintage bodyshell that was set to be replaced by a downsized
GP for The parking lamps were now positioned between the quad headlamps same setup as a
or Oldsmobile Cutlass , and the previous year's 'waterfall' grille was replaced by a narrower one
that extended into the lower portion of the bumper. Behind the bumper were new

reinforcements mounting panels made from aluminum rather than steel to reduce weight. In
back the taillights were simplified to eliminate the weighty pot metal bezels that created the
horizontal stripe effect in The original thinking on the CID engine was that the weight savings
from using a significantly lighter engine would cancel out the horsepower loss from the smaller
displacement. This turned out to be a major miscalculation and equipped cars became much
less desirable among Grand Prix enthusiasts and collectors in later years. The also had a
knocking pre-ignition problem that was later determined to be caused by the shape of the
combustion chamber. Each of those engines were Pontiac-built units as in previous years, but
offered in 49 of the 50 states. For the first time in Grand Prix history, a V8 engine was not
standard equipment. A floor-mounted three-speed manual transmission was standard
equipment with the V6 on the base model and the three-speed Turbo Hydra-Matic automatic was
optional. Standard seating choices by model included a notchback bench seat with cloth or
Morrokide vinyl in the base GP, a pillowed velour cloth notchback bench seat in the LJ, or
Strato bucket seats in cloth or Morrokide in the SJ. Viscount leather upholstery was available
with bucket seats on SJ models. A new crosshatch grille and revised taillight lenses were the
only appearance changes made to the Grand Prix. Transmissions remained the same as before
with the three-speed manual standard with the V6 engine on the base model and automatic
transmission optional. The automatic transmission was standard on LJ and SJ models and all
models when a V8 engine was ordered. The Grand Prix returned to a vertical bar grille and
featured new taillight lenses with "GP" logos. The Buick V6 and the four-barrel version of the
Pontiac V8 were carried over from the previous year as was the Chevy V8 offered in California.
A minor reskinning of the sheet metal for improved aerodynamics marked the Grand Prix along
with a new grille design and revised tail section. The Brougham models came standard with all
power options, a plush cloth interior similar to the full-sized Bonneville Brougham, and a half
roof vinyl top with coach lamps. The base and LJ models continued as before. The year was
also the last for Pontiac Motor Division to offer its own V8 engine due to an emerging GM
corporate engine policy that determined Pontiac would build only four-cylinder engines and
Buick only V6 engines, leaving Chevrolet and Oldsmobile to build V8 engines for most GM cars
and trucks, while Cadillac would produce its own aluminum-block V8 that debuted in From on,
all V8-equipped Pontiacs were equipped with Chevy or Olds engines. The Grand Prix was a
virtual rerun of the model with no appearance changes to note. No gasoline-powered V8
engines were offered this year in the U. The A-body line became front-wheel-drive, leaving the
rear-wheel-drive midsize platform as the G-body. The downsized four-door Bonneville was now
related to the Grand Prix. The automatic climate control option was also dropped in , leaving
just manual climate control on all models. Most models had a two tone interior. Front
suspension was independent with wishbones, coil springs, antiroll bars, and telescopic shocks
while the rear still had a live axle. Some minor changes and revisions marked the Grand Prix,
including the return of the octagonal Pontiac hood ornament which originally debuted in ,
gauges with orange needles and red markings previous â€” Grand Prix gauges had white
needles , a T-shaped console shifter, an updated bucket seat design, as well as a woodgrain
plate above the glove box previous â€” Grand Prixs used a black plate. A new optional
four-spoke steering wheel was also available. A new option this year was the Turbo Hydra-Matic
R four-speed overdrive automatic available with the V8 for improved highway gas mileage. For ,
Grand Prix's now included a new checkerboard grille design, as well as an optional two-tone
paint scheme with a fading body stripe. The octagonal 'GP' logo also returned to the taillights.
New rectangular digital ETR stereo system options were introduced and replaced the dial
pushbutton stereos. Options specific for the Pontiac Grand Prix include a factory rear spoiler,
rare aluminum turbo finned wheels, and a full-size spare tire. The 5. Equipment levels were
Standard, LE, and Brougham. An ad for the GP promoted the fact that its instrument panel still
used dials for gauges. It was highlighted by a question similar to one long used in
advertisements for Dial soap since the late s, "Aren't You Glad We Use Dials. Don't You Wish
Everybody Did? An updated taillight design with three sections was the only major change to
the Grand Prix. Pontiac never used the term "Aerocoupe". Since the enormous rear glass was
fixed not an opening hatch , it forced the adoption of a dramatically shortened trunk opening.
The cars were all allotted to dealers in the Southeastern United States. While the 3. This engine
was available with a three-speed or a four-speed automatic transmission. The same three
models were continued including base, LE, and Brougham. Engine offerings again included the
standard Buick 3. This would be the last year for the G-body Grand Prix, which would be
replaced by the all-new W-body version in The model year was also the last GP to feature
rear-wheel-drive, V8 engines until late , and separate body-on-frame construction. The first
front-wheel drive W-body Grand Prix coupes were built in October , and released on January 12,
, for the model year. A five-speed manual or four-speed automatic were the transmissions

offered. The LE was well equipped with power windows and door locks and a digital dashboard
with an analog tachometer. Some models of this generation have the rare feature of a split front
bench seat with a column shifter. Another unique feature only found on the Grand Prix is the
combination lock for the glove box, rather than a key. A host of changes upgraded the Grand
Prix for Air conditioning was standard, and the 2. For , the 3. A four-speed automatic was the
only transmission offered. The coupe was an SE model with body work such as hood louvers
and extra body cladding which would be the most controversial design element in the years to
come. The interior featured more equipment, and only seated four, in contrast to the LE's five
seats. The full analog gauges would become the sports cluster, and the basis for the new
instrument cluster to replace the digital cluster for In , the base model was dropped in favor of a
sedan version replacing the which ended production the next year and the Canada -only
Tempest , entering production on September 12, In contrast to that model, it trades in
all-wheel-drive for the available Turbo 3. An LE sedan was also available for , standard with a 2.
The 2. This model sported a 3. Inside, the GTP was essentially the same as the Turbo. One
notable exception was the available optional Heads Up Display only shared with the Cutlass
Supreme. The STE Turbo was replaced by a 3. The LE coupe was discontinued for Anti-lock
braking system ABS is optional on all models for , the 2. Most LE Sedans ordered for rental
fleets had full power options. A special edition only for was "Richard Petty Edition" of only
units. This was the last year of the old-style B4U bodykit. There was a special edition model with
metallic green paint, as well as gold wheels and pinstriping. It was also the last year that a
manual transmission could be ordered as an option. This was also the last year for the style of
the dashboard used â€” For , Grand Prix went through a mid-generation "facelift" inside and
out, as well as a reshuffling of the lineup. These option packages included the revised 3.
Outside, there was a new front and rear fascia and new ground effects. Inside, a new instrument
panel hosted dual airbags, much larger and easier to use controls, and seatbelts were moved to
the B-pillars rather than the doors on sedans only; coupes retained the automatic seatbelt
design. Under the hood, the 3. The Grand Prix Sedan also had a slight tail light revision using
the amber over red pattern as opposed to the red over amber in years past; however, the
coupe's tail lights remained the same. Mirrors on some models were painted in body color. For
the center console on floor shift models received a minor redesign. This was also the last year
for the BYP body cladding package. The 3. All Grand Prix coupes received a sport package with
five-spoke alloy wheels and dual exhaust. This is the last year for the fifth-generation Grand Prix
and this is the last year for the 5th generation mid-sized Grand Prix sedan. It was the first year
for the full-sized Grand Prix sedans. By , a final design was approved and show concept
developed during the latter half of This was a near-exact preview of a redesign for the Grand
Prix, due within the calendar year. Promoted for its "wide track" appearance and racy styling,
this second-generation W-body Grand Prix sold well. The first Grand Prix was built on August
12, Coupes and sedans shared similar styling, except for rear doors and quarter panels. The
base 3. The GT 3. Replacing the Chevy LQ1 3. GTP interior trim level featured a "performance
shift" button on the shifter that raised the transmission shift points. Few changes occurred this
year, except that traction control now was available with the supercharged engine. Airbags were
"depowered" to deploy with reduced force. The tire-pressure monitor was dropped. Also on
models equipped with 3. To add some excitement, Pontiac also launched a special pace car
model. This model celebrated the 40th running of the Daytona on February 15, The pace-car
replicas had special Medium Gulf Blue Metallic paint, unique "Sparkle Silver" inch torque star
aluminum wheels, custom decaling, a plaque notating the specific model number and custom
door panels. Also standard was a heads-up-display that projected the speed onto the
windshield. A total 1, were produced, of which were equipped with sunroofs. Detail changes
marked the editions of Pontiac's midsize coupe and sedan. New wheel choices were the main
visual change this year. The non-supercharged Series V6 engine gained 5 horsepower now This
was also the last year that the SE model had the optional non-supercharged V6. GT models
received a standard rear spoiler this year. The coolant overflow reservoir was relocated from
being in front of the intake box to being mounted to the passenger strut tower. The one new
option was a Bose 8-speaker audio system. The standard 3. New standard equipment included
rear child-seat anchors and an anti-theft system that disabled the starter unless the proper
ignition key was used. Only 2, were planned. The SE got revised frontal styling in the form of the
GT and GTP front bumper cover in place of the older SE-specific front fascia, standard rear
spoiler , and in-trunk emergency release; manual dual-zone climate-control replaced the
optional electronic automatic unit previously offered. This package adds the NASCAR -inspired
rear spoiler and roof fences, hood-mounted heat extractors, and polished dual-outlet exhaust
tips previously offered on the Pace Car Replica and also adds a two-tone interior, spoke chrome
wheels, and the requisite badging. Also available for were two dealer-installed "75th

Anniversary" emblems, to celebrate Pontiac's 75th anniversary, they were placed in front of the
badging on each door. A new, yet not very noticed feature for was added rear strut tower
"liners". This prevented common rust of the rear strut towers of the models. Unique elements
such as the Dark Cherry Metallic paint, 40th Anniversary badges, and Ruby Red and Graphite
interior trim with the 40th Anniversary logo embroidered on the front seats and floormats
differentiated this option package from the previous year's offering. GM Accessories also
provided performance brake pads, drilled and slotted brake rotors front and rear , a cat-back
exhaust system, and a low-restriction air filter. The SE gained standard cruise control and
dual-zone climate control, and GTs got a standard power driver's seat and CD player. This was
the last year of the two-door coupe. The SE model can be identified by a single exhaust pipe
and different rear bumper cover. OnStar was now an option on the GTP. The last Grand Prix
coupe rolled off the assembly line on July 19, and it was the last mid-sized 6th generation Grand
Prix coupe. Pontiac dropped the coupe version 2-door for and made anti-lock brakes and
traction control optional instead of standard on most of the remaining sedans. Production
ceased in February and was the last GM car to have an analog odometer. Over fires were
reported. This recall affected over , vehicles equipped with the supercharged Series II engine.
GM sent a letter to the owners of these vehicles on March 13, , instructing them not to park in
garages or carports until the problem was resolved. Some believed this recall did not fix the fire
problem, and instead the problem is likely faulty fuel rail quick disconnect o-rings. There have
been reports of fires happening after the recall has been performed. The recall for the
non-supercharged V6 was to remove the front spark plug retainer and a valve cover gasket is
not changed on non-supercharged 3. The recall covered nearly 1. This recall covers nearly 1. As
of October 27, , there is no remedy for this recall. As of May , Grand Prixs from the model years
of that were outfitted with OnStar cannot be activated due to outdated technology. OnStar's
wireless services are provided by Verizon Wireless , which switched fully to digital cellular
communications. Grand Prixs of model years to have OnStar systems that are Analog cellular
capable only. Some models may have had modules that could be upgraded to digital-ready.
Also, a spoke lightweight wheel was standard with the Comp-G package but could be
'upgraded' to the GTP optional wheel. The newly redesigned model mostly received positive
reviews from critics regarding its distinctive styling, performance, and reliability. Commencing
with this generation, the 2-door coupe version of the Grand Prix was no longer an available
body style. The Grand Prix was offered with an optional head-up display. A Pontiac Grand Prix
GT2 "Special Edition" was also offered in very limited supply, this model included special
chrome spoke wheels, heated leather seats, the Monsoon sound system, and the heads-up
display. This Special Edition has the Pontiac SE name badging on the side of the car just behind
the front wheels. The GT had the naturally aspirated 3. When the GXP debuted later in the model
year, the Competition Group was dropped, but several features were retained in a Sport
package available on the GTP for the rest of that model year. It has a shortened crankshaft, and
a host of other modifications to make it fit into a front-wheel-drive vehicle. Also, the DIC will
display G-Force maximum achieved for lateral, acceleration, and deceleration information when
the car is not moving. Cosmetically, the GXP differs from the other models with more
aggressive bodywork including a different front clip, wheel well cooling vents on the front
fenders, a different rear bumper, and twin-dual polished exhaust. For , a "Special Edition" body
package was added which came with a body-colored SPO grille, new front and rear "diffuser"
type bumpers, lower side skirts, and wheels. All General Motors 3. That model year gave it the
car's final update by adding GM badges near the front doors until the Grand Prix was pulled
from Pontiac's lineup after Also, the active displacement management capability on the 5.
Several new colors were also added for the model year. The Pontiac Grand Prix was replaced by
the G8 for the â€” model year. Production of the larger G8 , however, ended in June The Pontiac
brand was dissolved in as part of GM's Chapter 11 reorganization. Grand Prix grille, the
Parisienne Custom Sport. It was available as a hardtop coupe or convertible, and was basically
equivalent to the Chevrolet Impala Super Sport. This was followed in with the Grande
Parisienne, which featured the unique American Grand Prix front complete with hidden
headlights in , but unlike the U. The 4-door and convertible versions had the same roofline as
the standard Pontiacs while the coupe got the distinctive U. Grand Prix body styling. This model
was offered until , when the Grande Parisienne became a premium version of the Parisienne and
the U. All full-sized Canadian Pontiacs used the standard Chevrolet platform and drivetrains,
with Pontiac-styled body panels and instrument panels. The IIHS gives the Grand Prix a Good
overall score in the frontal impact test and a "Marginal" overall score for models equipped with
side curtain airbags in the side impact test. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor
vehicle. B A G , W This section needs additional citations for verification. Please help improve
this article by adding citations to reliable sources. Unsourced material may be challenged and
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Community portal Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version. Wikimedia
Commons. Personal luxury car â€” Full-size car â€” sedan Mid-size car â€”, â€” coupe.
Front-engine, rear-wheel-drive â€” Transverse front-engine, front-wheel drive â€” GM G-Body.
A-body â€” G-body â€” October â€” coupe September 12, â€” sedan [16]. Kansas City, Kansas ,
United States. Transverse front-engine, front-wheel drive. Pontiac Tempest Pontiac Oshawa,
Ontario , Canada. John Manoogian II [29]. Wikimedia Commons has media related to Pontiac
Grand Prix. Ventura II. Tempest Custom. Custom S. Grand Am. Strato Chief. Pathfinder Deluxe.
Super Chief. Catalina Brougham. Parisienne Brougham. Star Chief. Star Chief Executive. Grand
Ville. Grand Ville Brougham. Bonneville Brougham. Station wagon. Personal luxury. Grand Prix.
Muscle car. Grand tourer. Mid-size crossover. Compact SUV. Compact MPV. Montana SV6. What
makes a Grand Am different from a Grand Prix? Is one more posh than the other? Better
engine??? The Grand Prix is a step up from the Grand Am. It's has a bigger engine and is
bigger in length and width. Thats not to say that you can't get a nice Grand Am. I think it's what
you yourself prefer, a bigger car or smaller car. TheBodyVentura answered 9 years ago.
Personally i know of people having a lot of problems with Grand AMs. Just for no other reason
than its a grand AM Montes, Buick Park Ave. I believe, and there of course is no proof of this
really So just some food for thought. Hope it helps. Brian answered 8 years ago. Gand Am and
Grand Prix is just a differnt size car, I had a '89 grand am and never had any problems out of it, I
know the V6 car did have transmission problems. Robert answered 8 years ago. The only
differences I notice when driving is that the Grand Prix is that the handling is tighter, the interior
is slightly bigger and it builds up speed faster. Both are better than the japanese mid-sized cars
I've driven. Jeep answered 8 years ago. Devon answered 6 years ago. The only thing I need to
worry about is overheating, replacing original coolant is a must while related parts are replaced
back to back at least once temp sensor, radiator fan relay switch,hot hoses, watch your window
relays and I hear brake problems I've only had an uneven drum rotor myself My sister just
acquired a 98 prix gt, with over k and it still performs! Darrell answered 6 years ago. Originally,
in , the Grand Am gave you the luxury of a Grand Prix with the performance and handling of a
Trans Am. After it doesnt matter, they're all crap. Skyler answered 5 years ago. Pantera
answered 4 years ago. GuruS24T answered 3 years ago. SubaruTech answered 3 years ago. Ok
your all hurting my brain, the cars name has nothing not one thing to do with the drive train,
depending on what year but grand ams have the 2. Over all be smart don't make a car
something it's not and I'm sorry to all that think this but neither of which are race cars treat
them like that and you have everything everyone is complaining about. GuruDN8KC answered 3
years ago. Sean answered 3 years ago. The grand am engine only goes up to 3. Wondering what
the difference was. Also wondering if the motors are interchangeable between the two. I have a
different car. Content submitted by Users is not endorsed by CarGurus, does not express the
opinions of CarGurus, and should not be considered reviewed, screened, or approved by
CarGurus. Please refer to CarGurus Terms of Use. Content will be removed if CarGurus
becomes aware that it violates our policies. What is the difference between a Grand Am and a
Grand Prix. Report Follow. Mark helpful. Your Answer:. Upload Photo Photo optional. Related
Questions. Start a new Pontiac Grand Am question. Sell Your Car Yourself With a simple,
secure transaction. Get Started. Search Pontiac Grand Am Questions. CarGurus Experts. Know
more, shop wisely Search. Related Models For Sale. Used Cars for Sale. Automotive Forums. I
am wondering what makes a grand prix better than a grand am outside of being faster, or if a
grand am is better, why? Grand Am is like the go cart of Pontiac. Only kidding. That's why they
make different cars for different people. I don't think it has anything to do with speed, money or
anything else has anything to do with it. Seen a couple Grand Ams that are pretty fast. Not as
fast as most Grand Prixs. If you don't want a lager car, It's the next best thing to a GP. I

personally have beat a few grand ams with my "little" SE, but that's because I take extra good
care of my car and know exactly what it is capable of. I've bought my 2 GP's because I like big
cars. Which was a huge space increase from my '89 daytona. I didn't like grand ams because I
felt that i was sitting too low to the ground. I test drove a grand am with ram air. Overall the car
was nice, except it had the most uncomfortable squarish feeling steering wheel ever. And that
matters to someone who drives a lot like me. Ive seen a turbo kit that gets hp at 9 psi and this is
without any other mods which would make it even faster and also pontiac has a hp autocross
grand am at a show. I have two Gp 04 and 99 model. I have never considered a Grand Am Just
my preference Rex. Grand Am is a nice car and has some pep t5o it but Grand Prix has more
status. And Grand Prix may be easier to find mods for I agree with Regalfriend. The Grand AM is
more of a "C" mobile. The problem I see with whoever re-opened this old thread and his
reasoning is what happens if you run into a modded GTP with at least horsepower or more. Its a
no contest and I won't waste my time running a Grand Am. However, its a good car for what it
is. We've got an '02 Olds Alero GL2 with the 3. My wife's '99 Regal LS is faster. Bnaylor how are
you going to get a extra hundred horsepower out of a gtp. The only way I see of doing this is if
you take out the supercharging and get turbo or a aftermarket super charging system. Other
mods will do the trick. You can get hp with just some bolt ons. That is with the GTP. Don't
worry, he might write you back, once he knows he has no idea what he's talking about. Well
maybe. You got me on that one Blurr I'm glad you figured it out. However, there is one other "C"
mobile that tops the list, IMO. The Ford Mustang. Anyway to prove my point, we've all seen the
pink Mary Kay Grand Ams. My sister in the Houston area got one for having the highest sales. I
guess sales as a whole are going down for Mary K. They used to give out Pink Cadillacs from
my knowdlege. Little off topic but the Grand Am is what they used to offer as an incentive back
in - I dont wanna hear a mustang is a c mobile the guys to girls ratio of driving them probably at
least 70 percent guys. Mustangs can be made very fast with money put into it. I think of grand
ams and mustangs as guys cars. Any car can be made to go fast with money put into it. But
sooner or later you get to the point of diminishing returns like in the case of a Grand Am. You
can't even beat the average Mustang GT even with basic mods. Probably ZERO. He picked the
Alero because he classified the Grand Am as a "Chick" mobile. A GAm to me is such a common
car that I don't see a difinitive lean towards one gender of driver. Aleros are nice vehicles. After I
gave up on the Grand Am I looked at them as an alternative since I didn't like such things in the
GAm such as the dash design etc.. However, I obviously ended up with the Grand Prix instead
and I have never regretted that decision. I'm the one who made the reference to Mustangs. Its
based on my observations and we're all entitled to an opinion on the forum. But don't cross the
line and revert to name calling and personal attacks. Its a violation of forum rules. And since
you opened the door, in my opinion the Eclipse is in the category of "Chick" mobile and worst
yet its a riceburner. BTW - Its a free country, you can drive any car you want and who really
cares what others may think about it. The eclipse gt has horse power and 9 speakers including
a subwoofer sounds pretty good to me. And as far as chick mobiles go girls usually know best.
You know, what is this being drawn out for. But not the Grand Am's. That's like a 90 year women
trying to out run a track star. Give it up. Let's get back to helping people. The eclipse gt is right
up there wit da prix gtp and as far as i know thats without the eclipse gt being super charged
NOS'ed or turboed. Jim, I agree. Maybe its time to let the guys that know it all finish this thread
up. At least we're true to form and this is a Grand Prix forum. The sad part is they all praise cars
other than their own. If the guy that thinks Mustangs and Eclipses are so great why didn't he get
one in the first place. Makes you wonder. Do you think this thread of Grand Am v. Grand Prix
would survive long at ClubGP? You have to start someplace and you made a good choice when
you got it. Just stay in school and get that degree. It will pay off in the long run and you'll be
able to get the car of your choice. I don't know your marital status but if you get married pick a
woman that won't bust the bank account too Guys like Jim and me try to spread our experience
and wisdom for whats its worth. We've been there and done that. Of course, we do get cynical
and a litttle crusty at times. I've lost track of how many cars and motorcycles I've owned since I
was I wish I kept that. Biggest mistake of my life. Had to join the Army and got shipped off to
Germany. Anyways, hang in there and keep up the good posts. Hp isn't everything when it
comes to a car.. Just because the GA has 57 more hp u think it'd win?? Grand Prixs, which i
think are bloated, less sportier versions of grand ams, weigh 3, lbs. My grand isnt stock, but it's
def not supercharged either. I have a cold air intake, cat-back exhaust, and an aftermarket O2
sensor, and it runs in 6. So tell your GP to go on a diet before you talk trash :rofl:. With the
intake problems of the 3. I think the Grand AM is a decent looking small car, but the interiors are
more cramped than my old 91 Geo Metro. The Grand AM's have a lot of wiring and electrical
problems too. I'll stick to my Grand Prix, because they also hold their value much better. Nuff
said on this thread How about this. They both rock! How about that for the last word. Maxie is

way wrong. The 3. As far as the difference, the Grand am is smaller and more of a base car. The
Grand Prix is meant to be sporty yet luxurious. I owned a 99 Grand Prix gt, and I own a Grand
am gt. I will tell you I like the Grand Am better. It is a more solid car, with better performance,
gas mileage. The Grand Prix gt comes with the hp 3. The Grand am gt has the 3. However the
Grand am is quicker due to its lighter weight. All the Honda lovers will tell you to stay away from
these cars, but dont listen. I can tell you from experience they are great cars. He sold it bought
my Grand Prix that now has , miles and still runs and looks great. The only repairs were routine
stuff brakes, battery, fuel filter , and an alternator. I had a Grand Am 3. Nothing but wiring and
computer problems that not even GM could figure out. Normal maintanence is all the Grand Prix
ever had unlike my Grand Am which lived in the shop. I think the Grand Am is a great little car. I
have the SE1 that has the bigger 6 in it, and while its not as quiet as a honda or toyota, its got
great acceleration, and I've had little problems with it. The worst problem I've had were warped
brake rotors, but they were an easy driveway repair. Its great in the snow, but gets a little
twitchy in the rain - a little more twitchy than I would expect an fwd car to be, but that only
means a little more careful driving when its wet. My sis-in-law has a grand prix, and she's had
some more complaints with it - mostly electronic. Its a pity, because I think its a better looking
car. It may be bigger, but I have enough room to seat 5 when I need to. Style wise they're
pontiacs - not my cup of tea - but after you get used to both cars, they're comfortable and all the
switches are where you need them. I love my grand prix. I've had it for 5 years and have had
little maintenence. Its fast enough and an overall nice ride. Trending News. For Tiger Woods,
golf is secondary at this point. Gerard Depardieu charged with rape, sex assault in Paris. COVID
pushes some with eating disorders to get help. FOMO trend is fueling a homebuying surge.
Official on Woods: He's 'very fortunate' to be alive. Poll: Partisan divide over vaccine
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You can sign in to vote the answer. I have a grand am! I like it a lot, but I don't know much about
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rpm. Steering Power Steering. Drivetrain Front-Wheel Drive. Fuel Consumption: City Fuel
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