Parts of a covered wagon diagram

Some parts of a wagon can differ depending on the type of wagon. For example, some wagons
are open air, while others may have a full canvas top. However, the basic parts of all wagons are
similar, whether they belong to a full sized chuckwagon from the old west or a child's pull-along
toy. Wheels on wagons range from cheap plastic to hardwoods that completely shatter under
too-heavy loads. Children's wagons were at one time purchased with tires that looked like
automobile tires. Metal rims were concealed from tearing up the sidewalk with a thin rubber tire
that had to be re-inflated when low on air. Today's children's wagons have more durable tires,
made either of plastic or the thick rubber tires that are often seen on lawnmowers. Larger
wagons, such as wagons pulled by horses, have wheels made of wood, metal or car tire rubber,
depending on their weight. The largest, heaviest wagons requiring a team of working animals
will usually have a wooden outer rim, a metal inner rim and support rods made of steel covered
by wood. Boxes include the areas in which passengers and cargo are stowed. Not all wagons
have seats, including many children's wagons. If a child's wagon does come seats, these are
often removable to allow the child to play in the entire box area. In larger wagons, the seat is
usually raised above the box or completely apart from it. Boxes often take up most of the frame
of the wagon, leaving a seat to be added on to the front of the frame and counterbalanced in the
back. The tongue of the wagon allows it to be connected to a pulling force that will help the
wagon move. With children's wagons, the tongue is usually attached to a handle for manual
pulling, or to a connector that allows it to be connected to a bicycle. With larger wagons, full
harnesses for oxes, horses or mules are attached to the wagon via the tongue. By: Elizabeth
Grant Updated April 12, Share It. How do I Build a Shoe Tree? Covered wagons are one of the
simplest modes of transportation with a total composition of less than 20 parts. They earn a
distinct place in United States history as pioneers made use of the vehicles in their journeys
towards California and Oregon during the s. The wagons allow anyone to make quick repairs on
uncomplicated mechanics. Storage is an important issue for long distance travels in the wagon.
The jockey box is placed near the front of the wagon with a top that closes. Its use of hardwood
material helps to resist the effects from any weather conditions. At the back of the wagon, a
wooden feed trough carries food for animals. Tar inside both boxes also prevent water from
seeping in and causing damage. The structure of the wagon is solid to resist the elements as
well as rough terrain. The wagon bow forms an arch that goes across the top. Most of these
vehicles have six bows made from hickory tree wood. Homemade covers utilizing cotton or
canvas drape over the bows to make a bonnet. On the sides, sideboards point outward to
prevent inclement weather from getting inside the wagon. The yankee bed underneath can float
if necessary and works in situations such as crossing a river. Animals like oxen, horses and
mules are a necessary component for pulling the wagon. A neck yolk goes over the head of
each animal and settles on its neck. The singletree or doubletree harness connects each set of
two animals in rows. Their connection to the wagon comes through the tongue, a straight piece
of wood that attaches to the front axle. Tires, axels and brakes are needed to propel any vehicle
and the covered wagon is no exception. Felly rims line the outer part of the wheel and lead into
the iron tire. Spokes attach the tires to the hub of the wheel and are usually made of oak. As a
rule, there are between 16 to 20 spokes for each wagon. The felloes sit between the spokes and
the iron tire to create a side. Axles attach to the spokes by means of the hub, which comes from
Elm tree wood or Osage tree wood. Iron skeins hold the axle tightly in place. A break lever fits
the brake to one of the rear wheels. Pull the lever to cause a complete stop. Made from iron and
wood, the rectangular brake block at the back of the wheel pushes against the wheel in
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Related Articles. Nothing contributed more to the success or failure of a Western wagon trek
than the wagons that carried the pioneers across 2, miles of jolting wilderness. Pioneers needed
wagons strong enough to haul people and supplies for five months or more. To outlast the
rugged trail and months of wear, the wagon needed to be constructed of seasoned hardwood.
Most pioneers used the typical farm wagon with a canvas cover stretched over hooped frames.
A family of four could manage with a single wagon. It would be very tight on space since
supplies would take up almost the entire space within the wagon. If they could afford it, many
families took more than one wagon Most emigrants on the trail went West in their farm wagons,
modified to take the punishment, while others bought rigs specifically built for the one-way
journey. A wagon had to be light enough to not over tax the mules or oxen that pulled it and
strong enough not to break down under loads of as much as 2, pounds. For these reasons
wagons were constructed of such hardwoods as maple, hickory and oak. Iron was used only to

reinforce parts that took the greatest beating such as tires, axles and hounds. An emigrant
wagon was not comfortable to ride in, since wagons lacked springs and there was little room to
sit inside the wagon because most space was taken up with cargo. The three main parts of a
prairie wagon were the bed, the undercarriage, and the cover. At its front end was a jockey box
to hold tools. Dangling from the rear axle was a bucket containing a mixture of tar and tallow to
lubricate the wheels. It was closed by a drawstring. The cover served the purpose of shielding
the wagon from rain and dust, but when the summer heat became stifling the cover could be
rolled back and bunched to let fresh air in. Historical Trails. Early Wagon Train. Inside View. In
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carriages, buggys, surreys, wagons, covered wagons, sleighs, carts, stagecoaches,
chuckwagons, hearses, wagonettes. We have wagon gears, carriage gears, sleigh gears, single
trees, double trees, team poles, shaves, gears, seats, bows and canvas, steps, tools, axles,
wagon tongues, brakes, lamps, lanterns, sleigh bells and more. Different styles of vehicles
require different styles of shafts and these styles are determined primarily by the shape of the
bend at the back, [â€¦]. Toy Wagon. Horse Wagon Horse Drawn Wagon. Gypsy Trailer. Truck
Mods. Gypsy Caravan Gypsy Wagon. Mechanical Gears Traction Running Gear. Mechanical
Gears Shops Running Gear. Mechanical Gears Running Gear. Enough supplies to last the
occupants for up to six months had to be packed into an area usually ten feet long and four feet
wide about the same amount of room as the inside of a VW van. The labor involved in preparing
for a journey west was generally divided equally between women and men. The men built the
wagons and prepared the livestock, while the women prepared and stocked food and clothing
for the journey, as well as decided what household essentials to pack. Keturah and George
Belknap, who traveled overland from Iowa to Oregon in , outfitted their wagon with a minimum
of space and maximum storage in mind. George put together a sturdy traveling wagon, making
by hand the bent wood bows, probably four or five, to support the top cover. The cover was
made by Keturah, who spun the linen for it in the long winter evenings leading up to the trip.
Most likely she treated the material with linseed oil to make it waterproof. Next, George built a
box at the front on which he would sit while driving the wagon, and in which Keturah stored
bacon, salt and other staples. The top of the box was made with holes in each corner so that it
could be lifted off and used as a table when sharpened sticks were inserted into the holes for
legs. Keturah filled an old chest with clothing and other items for use along the way. Before the
journey began, she washed and packed everything suitable the Belknaps owned, and also spent
most of the winter cutting and sewing several new suits of clothes for them to use when they
arrived in Oregon. Some women recorded cutting material beforehand to save room in packing,
others carried bolts of uncut cloth in order to be prepared to meet whatever need arose. The
clothing chest was packed in behind the food storage box, and to keep it from slipping around
in transit, George fastened a system of cleats to the bottom of the wagon bed. Then Keturah put
in a chair to ride in, leaving a small space on the floor for her son to occupy while he played.
After that another trunk was put in containing dishes most likely china and household goods
set aside for use when they reached Oregon. A washtub and a basket containing the dishes she
planned to use on the trip most likely tin were stowed in a corner. Then George loaded four lb.
Her iron ware was stashed in a box that hung outside the wagon, and her butter churn was put
in by the washtub. Keturah spent the last few days before their departure from Iowa in her
kitchen, making provisions to get them through the first week of travelâ€”baking bread, frying
doughnuts, stewing dried fruit and cooking a chicken and a ham. Large amounts of staple food
like flour, corn meal, and bacon, were the foundation of any wagon outfit. Many travelers who
packed luxury items would end up throwing them ov
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erboard along the way to lighten the burden of the overworked oxen or horses. Margaret Frink,
who traveled west with her husband, searching for gold in , could afford to spruce up her wagon
a little. Margaret Frink carried two, each with five gallon capacity, in her wagon. She also carried
an India rubber mattress, which could be filled with water, providing convenient storage and a
comfortable sleeping pad. Louisiana Strentzel recommended that a wagon be able to store
about fifty gallons of water. She, too, preferred the India rubber bottles. Because women were
often responsible for the growing, storing and preparing of food at home, families relied heavily
on their knowledge and experience when calculating how much and what kind of supplies they

would need on the trail. A well-stocked, wisely packed wagon made all the difference on a long
journey where travelers were likely to find themselves without food, water, or shelter if they had
not planned carefully beforehand. No Comments 5.

