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For a short time, between and , the M-Class was also built by Magna Steyr in Graz , Austria, for
the European market, before all the production moved to the U. From late , the M-Class was also
assembled at new plants in India and Indonesia. Although grouped under the "M-Class" naming
banner since the first launch, BMW , who sells M models such as the M3 , objected to the car
being badged "M" with the three-digit engine level afterwards e. M This forced Mercedes-Benz
to defer to a double-tiered marketing strategy of "ML" badging e. ML under an M-Class umbrella.
Mercedes-Benz proposed a plan to replace the G-Class, which at the time had been in
production for 11 years. A joint agreement with Mitsubishi Motors to develop and produce a
sports-utility vehicle was made in early and was confirmed publicly that June. In May , these
plans were abandoned citing "technical problems" and Mercedes-Benz continued on with
in-house development from January By September , a location in the state of Alabama was
chosen and construction started in While plans were being made overseas, in Germany
development continued. Design work took place from late to A design from Mercedes'
Sindelfingen studio was chosen in and approved by the executive board in February The design
patents were filed in Germany on 13 July , and in the U. Prototype testing started with test
mules and crash tests using mock-ups in May First functional prototype's crash test took place
in February , with full testing run from March to December in various climates and regions of the
world. Pilot production began in May In July , construction on the Mercedes-Benz U.
International plant in Vance , Alabama concluded, with the very first production M-Class rolling
off the assembly line the week of 9 February Mercedes-Benz launched the first generation W
series M-Class on 19 February , in the United States for the model year, with sales beginning
that September. It is a mid-sized body-on-frame SUV with seating for five, or seven with an
optional third-row seat. The M-Class was the first luxury SUV to feature electronic stability
control , a system designed to detect loss of control and instantaneously intervene with
selective braking to bring the vehicle back on its intended course. Furthermore, the M-Class
boasted front- and side-impact airbags with advanced occupant detection for the front
passenger seat, which helped earn the W the highest marks in insurance industry crash tests.
The Mercedes-Benz M-Class W was available with permanent 4Matic four-wheel drive, which
routed torque to all four wheels through all open front, center, and rear differentials. Four-wheel,
electronic traction system was said to perform excellent for snow and heavy off-road use. The
ML was sold internationally, with the "" suffix alluding to the 3. An entry-level, manual
transmission-only ML , fitted with a 2. This unit was made available in Australia in and
continued on in the W until being replaced upon the release of the W M-Class in Later, in , the
more powerful ML became available with the newly introduced Mercedes-Benz 4. As a result, a
Mercedes-Benz advertisement appears before the film on original VHS copies of the film. Jeff
Goldblum , the star of the film, received a complimentary ML from Mercedes-Benz as a result of
the tie-in. Three versions were used in the movie, of which 2 copies of each were built. It also
received the World Car Award in March , voted by an international jury of automotive journalists
in Geneva. Quality improved over the years, especially after the facelift in for the model year.
Mercedes-Benz revised and updated the W in for the model year. Styling updates involved the
fitment of new head- and tail-lamp lenses, front and rear bumpers, new alloy wheels on most
variants, the relocation of the side turn signals from the fenders to the side-view mirrors, and
various interior trim changes. At the same time, the ML was replaced by the 5. The following
year, in , Mercedes-Benz launched the ML fitted with a 3. The ML replaced the ML in some
markets, but supplemented it in others. The W was available as a seven-seat version, with two
seats in a third row. Access was problematic and the seats were not suitable for large adults so
the seven seater ML-Class was discontinued after the model year and replaced by the larger
GL-Class. In , development on a successor to the W began under the codename "W" and
spanned a period of 6 years. First design drafts have appeared in with the first production
models in scale , and in , three full-sized versions have been prepared. Prototype testing was
conducted throughout and , concluding in early It was almost entirely new, with a more
sporting, aerodynamic lookâ€”the coefficient of drag went down to 0. According to early
automotive press reports, the M-Class vehicles demonstrated vast improvements in quality. The
W platform used for the new M-Class is shared with the new GL-Class and is a unibody type
rather than the former W body-on-frame used by the M-Class vehicles produced from â€” New
features in the M-Class include the 7G-Tronic seven-speed automatic transmission , optional
Active Curve-Illuminating Bi-Xenon headlights which "steer" in the path of the vehicle, and an
adjustable-height air suspension. The manual transmission has been dropped. Permanent
4Matic four-wheel drive remained, with one-speed transfer case no low range , center
limited-slip differential and four-wheel electronic traction system 4-ETS. In most countries
except the U. It features a 6. By , design work on updates to the W were finalized and patented
domestically in Germany on 23 November This facelift includes new front headlights,

redesigned front and rear bumpers, new exterior mirrors, new rim choices, a larger front grille,
restyled interior, and a new ML CDI engine choice. Models using Bluetec Diesel engine with
urea injection were introduced in for the model year. The vehicle had cosmetic changes,
including specially-manufactured inch 10 spoke wheels, black leather with white stitching, and
smokers package with Grand Edition modeling. The interior had changes, including deletion of
the heated steering wheel and the replacement with an AMG steering wheel. In , development
began on the next-generation M-Class and spanned over a period of 5 years, a shorter duration
than its predecessor. In , the final design by Emiel Burki was approved and patented
domestically on 16 December U. The newly redesigned M-Class chassis name W was
introduced in pre-production form 10 June as a model. The first customer-designated W rolled
off the Vance production line on 20 July. An increase in rear seat legroom has been
implemented, alongside adjustable rear back-rests. It was to be launched in September The W
was one of the last vestiges of the joint venture between Daimler and Chrysler while they were a
consolidated company. The underlying platform work was largely completed in , as the two
companies were separated. Because of the separation however, the cars are extremely different
in terms of interior and body design as well as engine choices. Aside from engines, the three
SUVs share many powertrain components, including some transmissions. The package adds a
two-speed dual range Magna Powertrain transfer case with center differential lock, reduction
gearing, underbody skid plates , and a 6-mode selectable terrain driving program system. The
rear differential lock has been discontinued. Open front and rear differentials are fitted, and use
four-wheel electronic traction system 4-ETS to simulate front and rear differential locks. The
Mercedes M-Class won first place in the "Luxury Crossover SUV" category and has been named
the most ideal vehicle for Americans based on a study undertaken by California-based
automotive research and consulting firm AutoPacific. The previous Popemobile was based on
the M-Class and was delivered in December At launch, the GLE will be sold with two engine
options. The GLE will have a 48V electric system with an integrated starter motor. The system
powers the air-conditioner, in-car electronics and the electronically driven turbocharger. For the
first time, the GLE also adds a seven-seat option. It has a 3. The LWB has a wheelbase that is 8
centimetres longer than that of the standard version. However, unlike those vehicles, the LWB
is still designed as a default 2-row SUV, with most 69mm of the additional length being put into
use in the second row. As such, the LWB's primary market is moreso executives than families,
and a close competitor is the Range Rover. Available powertrains include a 2. From Wikipedia,
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Its optional adaptive-damping system gives drivers the ability to optimize the ride based on
driving environment. Its iPod interface is particularly bewildering. Fuel economy is

disappointing for a car with such an advanced power train. But its optional--and
expensive--cabin technology lets it down. Be respectful, keep it civil and stay on topic. We
delete comments that violate our policy , which we encourage you to read. Discussion threads
can be closed at any time at our discretion. Mercedes-Benz engineers like to tell you that the
company's philosophy involves starting with an engine and building a car around it. Based on
the number of models that make use of the company's 5. Like its stable mates, the ML also
comes equipped with Benz's advanced seven-speed automatic transmission and some of the
less-than-advanced cabin tech that we have come to associate with the current generation of
Mercedes' base-level COMAND system. While we regularly note the availability of iPod adapters
on new cars, they are usually dealer installs, so we don't get the chance to test them out in our
review models a rare exception being the Scion xB , which comes with an iPod adapter as
standard. The first thing that we noticed after connecting our iPod was that, other than the
appearance of the Mercedes tristar logo on the player's display, nothing happened. Our initial
instinct was to look for some kind of virtual iPod interface on the car's in-dash LCD display,
which would give us a means of navigating our iPod library using the COMAND system's hard
buttons. Having searched in vain through the audio options, however, we reverted to the
manual to find that the iPod is accessed by pressing the AUX button. Instead, all controls for
the iPod are assigned to buttons on the steering wheel, with the multifunction instrument-panel
display nestled between the speedometer and the tach providing text information on songs and
artists. As we found in our review of the Mercedes-Benz E, the instrument panel display on
current-generation Benz models is often a far more useful system than the in-dash COMAND
system. Nevertheless, the iPod interface is far from intuitive. With an iPod connected and AUX
selected as a source, we had to press the steering wheel-mounted List button until the main
iPod menu showed up on the white-on-black display. Using the up and down buttons on the left
of the steering wheel, we could then cycle through the familiar top-level iPod category menu
songs, artists, albums, genres, shuffle, and so on using the arrow buttons. To make a selection,
we then had to use the Make Call telephone button on the right-hand side of the steering wheel.
All iPod information is shown in the multifunction display in the instrument panel. We then had
to revert back to arrow buttons on the left-hand side of the wheel to search with our chosen
category, and then back to the right-hand side to make a selection using the phone button.
When we went astray as we did quite often , we had to use the Hang Up button below the Make
Call button to back up one menu level. Not only did this interface take a long time to learn, it is
arguably no safer than making selections on an iPod player itself, as it requires users to
alternately use their left and right hands on the steering wheel to make selections. We found the
seats in the ML to be supportive to the point of being firm: having driven from San Francisco to
Los Angeles and back over the course of the past three days, your correspondent still has a
numb backside as of this writing. As we found in our reviews of the GL, the ML, and the E
Bluetec, the current-generation GPS navigation system from Mercedes-Benz comes up short in
comparison to that of other premium automakers. Aside from its awkwardly low positioning, the
COMAND display delivers blocky maps, which lack the crispness of many other systems on the
market. Destination entry requires a fiddly joystick, which must be used to input letters one at a
time. The joystick has the inclination to either tip over when attempting to make a letter
selection or it fails to register a selection, requiring drivers to push it in multiple times.
However, one incident with the navigation system merits a mention. Having entered our
restaurant request, we got a list of eateries that met our requirements, including a La Salsa
restaurant in Los Banos, some 15 miles off the freeway. It was a considerable detour, we
figured, but a worthwhile and well-deserved break from hours behind the wheel. With the
destination set, we followed the turn-by-turn directions to find--to our considerable
disappointment--that not only was there no Mexican restaurant at the destination, we were also
in the middle of a residential estate, suggesting that there had never been a restaurant there in
the first place. Hungry and dejected, we got back on the freeway and stopped at the next Carl's
Jr. With an MP3 disc playing, we could select between folders and songs by using the joystick,
the hard buttons to the sides of the display, or the steering wheel-mounted buttons. Full ID3 tag
information for digital audio files shows up on both the in-dash display and the multifunction
display in front of the steering wheel. Audio quality via the ML's watt Harman Kardon speaker
surround-sound system is crisp and clear with a strong bass note, courtesy of a separate
subwoofer and a good acoustic range. Also part of the Premium III package, our car came
optioned up with Sirius satellite radio, which, like the iPod interface, we found to be somewhat
problematic to program. While it is easy to use the steering wheel arrow buttons to skip
between songs within a certain category such as new country, prime country, and outlaw
country in the country category , it does not seem to be possible to change categories without
digging down to the relevant menu using the dash-mounted COMAND module, and only then by

pushing the joystick to the side while in the Sirius satellite radio screen. The rear-seat system
supports DVDs, CDs, and MP3s--inserted in a disc slot beneath the right-hand rear passenger's
legs--and comes with two wireless headsets and a dedicated remote control. Under the hood
While the ML is more than pounds heavier than the S and the CL, the horsepower all-aluminum
V-8 still manages to endow it with breathtaking pick-up, particularly when using the Touch Shift
controls mounted on the back of the steering wheel. Mercedes says that the ML will haul itself
from standing to 60 in less than seven seconds--a claim that we were willing to believe after
only a few seconds behind the wheel. It may not be in the same performance league as the
Porsche Cayenne Turbo , but the ML displays the throttle response and all-around driving
dynamics that belie its ride height. Other performance notables on the ML include the Airmatic
Semi-Active Air Suspension with Adaptive Damping System, which, in addition to automatically
adjusting the suspension damping to the ride conditions, enables drivers to select one of three
suspension settings: auto, comfort, and sport. Using a scientific, made-for-SUV testing
methodology, we found there to be a significant difference between sport and comfort: in sport
mode, we were unable to drink our very full cup of coffee without the drink spilling out over the
cup every time we hit a bump in the road. In comfort mode, this problem was significantly
reduced, and we managed to get through our double mochaccino without it going cold. Like all
modern Mercedes SUVs, the ML comes with the 4Matic all-wheel drive system, which ensures a
split between the front and rear wheels. And for those few who want to take it off the road, a
button on the central console recalibrates the traction system, brakes, and transmission for
optimal schlepping. Despite having one of the most advanced drivetrains on the market, the ML
delivered disappointing gas mileage: in our week with the car, we covered more than miles in
predominantly freeway driving, observing an average fuel economy of The Mercedes-Benz ML
deserves the moniker of sport utility vehicle: its gutsy on-road performance and off-road
credibility make it a versatile ride. It is let down, however, by some poorly integrated and
expensive optional cabin technology and a less-than-economical fuel economy. Pricing
Unavailable. Get Price. Cabin tech 7. Performance tech 9. Design 7. Best Cars See all Chrysler
Pacifica. Discuss Mercedes-Benz ML Go anywhere in style. With the addition of a new off-road
option that adds serious terrain-taming equipment, "anywhere" just got bigger. That new
off-road option includes a two-speed transfer case and an adjustable ride height suspension,
both of which give the M-Class extra capability in the dirt. But truth be told, we suspect few
M-Class owners will actually ford streams or blaze trails through the wilderness. No, they're
more likely to challenge the "civilized" urban jungle. And for that, the ML will still work out just
fine. With a variety of engines that range from adequate to dominant, there seems to be an ML
to suit every taste. There's also the diesel-fueled V6 in the ML Bluetec that returns 23 mpg
combined. Of course, being a Mercedes , the M-Class has an impeccably designed and
assembled interior that bathes occupants in top-notch materials and features galore. If you're
shopping for a luxury crossover SUV, you won't be wanting for choice. The BMW X5 offers
comparable luxury, power and feature content, yet also has a third-row seat, something the
Mercedes lacks. If performance is a high priority, the sportier Porsche Cayenne is likely a better
choice. Then again, if making a stately entrance is important no matter where you want to go,
the Mercedes-Benz M-Class is sure to satisfy. Other than the wheels, all of these items are
available on the trims. The Lighting package includes adaptive bi-xenon headlights. The Lane
Tracking package includes blind-spot warning and lane departure warning and assist. The
Driver Assistance package adds adaptive cruise control with active PreSafe braking to the
contents of the Lane Tracking package. Individual option highlights include a panoramic
sunroof, front and rear parking sensors, a night vision camera, triple-zone climate control, full
leather seating, ventilated front seats, heated rear seats, multicontour front seats with massage
functions, a rear seat entertainment system, two-tone leather upholstery and different cabin
accents metallic and wood. The ML63 AMG gets a twin-turbo V8, active roll stabilization,
stronger brakes, AMG-tuned suspension and steering, inch wheels, special leather upholstery,
sport seats and unique styling elements inside and out. The Premium 1, Lighting and Lane
Tracking packages are standard as well. The AMG Performance package raises engine output
and adds a higher top speed. Also optional are inch AMG wheels along with most of the other
trims' extra equipment. The ML comes with a 3. A seven-speed automatic transmission sends
power to the rear wheels, with 4Matic all-wheel drive available as an option. In Edmunds
performance testing, an ML 4Matic went from zero to 60 mph in 6. The ML Bluetec has a 3. It
produces hp and a prodigious lb-ft of torque. The ML gets a 4. Mercedes says it'll hit 60 mph in
5. The AMG Performance package bumps this engine up to hp and lb-ft. Mercedes says the
ML63 will hit 60 mph in 4. Standard safety features for all Mercedes-Benz M-Class models
include antilock brakes, traction and stability control, hill-start assist and hill-descent control,
active front head restraints, the mbrace2 telematics system smartphone integration and

Web-based apps that include remote controls, driver monitoring and emergency services , a
collision warning system, PreSafe it anticipates an imminent crash and automatically takes
measures to better secure occupants , front and rear side airbags, side curtain airbags and a
driver knee airbag. The optional Lane Tracking package includes blind spot warning and lane
departure warning. Paired with the adaptive cruise control system is an advanced PreSafe
system that automatically applies the brakes when a collision is imminent. In Edmunds brake
testing, an ML 4Matic came to a stop from 60 mph in feet, which is outstanding for such a heavy
vehicle with all-season tires. Though the acceleration numbers of the gas and diesel V6s are
similar, there are two distinct personalities here. As expected, the turbodiesel V6 provides
strong low-end grunt, which tapers off as the revs climb. The gas V6 takes the opposite tack,
feeling a bit soft off the mark but giving a more potent higher-rpm rush. Both models are
exceptionally quick. No matter which ML you choose, braking performance is strong and
reassuring. On a winding road, the Mercedes-Benz ML tends to roll a bit when pressed, but the
ride is compliant without being floaty. The all-electric steering system is a bit of a
disappointment, however, as it's overly light and doesn't provide the sort of subtle feedback
we've come to expect from Mercedes-Benz. The ML63 is better in this regard, as you would
hope from such a high-performance machine. The Mercedes-Benz M-Class features an upscale
cabin and seating for five. The more rounded dash design reminds us more of the distantly
related Jeep Grand Cherokee in its appearance than its squared-off Mercedes siblings, but
that's more of an aesthetic critique. The COMAND interface works well and allows the driver to
easily select the car's more complicated infotainment options without making simpler
commands too difficult. Passenger room is impressive, as the M-Class offers more rear legroom
than most of its competitors. There's no third row offered, though. With the rear seats in place,
there is a total of 36 cubic feet of luggage space. When the seats are folded flat, this expands to
71 cubes -- an average figure for this class of vehicle. Popular searches. My notifications My
Account. More about the M-Class. View Photos. Write a review See all 4 reviews. Its over I think
not. Just 4 mo's out of new car warranty the engine had an internal oil leak that took out the
engine control module, wiring harness and multiple sensors. This kind of failure shouldn't
happen with any car with only 46K mi's on the odometer. Mercedes Benz offer zero remediation
and only showed me the way out the door and pointed me to the Lexus dealership. Where they
will build me a car worthy of my money. For those who are still enticed by driving a Mercedes
Benz, as I once was Read more. Read less. It started with buying my wife a MB E a year ago.
Was very impressed so I tested the ML I sold my "big" truck suv and bought one ML full load.
Built in anti sway works. My ML fully loaded is equal in cost to a Escalade. A Wonderful Log
Distance Tourer. An everyday vehicle for accomplishing everyday tasks. If you decide to head
out long distance, this vehicle will not wear you out for a or mile-a-day drive. The HP engine is
enough to keep you out of trouble or pull an RV trailer of some sort behind if you so desire.
Also very generous leg room for rear passengers. Living in snow country in Idaho during the
winter, this vehicle virtually can go anywhere in snow. Sound level is acceptable. Expect to do
repairs Have asked MB to change the software controlling the transmission shifts to reduce the
chunky down shifts that cause passengers to fall forwards in their seats. Acceleration is great.
Turbo lags in normal drive and causes the vehicle to stall during quick turn arounds such as a u
turn. Do not trust the vehicles sensory system to brake when in bumper to bumper traffic. Has
no glass breaking sensor included with security so any thief can steal all your contents
including spare key fob in glove box. Carry windshield glass insurance as these cost over 3k to
replace. MB only offers a factory kms warranty! Tires are also at kms I beleive Mercedes is now
a seriously over rated auto manufacturer. Write a review. Expensive compared to some rivals no
third-row seat option disappointing steering response. Vehicle overview. For , a
rear-wheel-drive ML model debuts along with the new mbrace2 telematics system, collision
prevention assist, an optional off-road package and new front seats with massage functions.
Sign Up. A majority of all used US imports have either been in accidents, been stolen, been
flooded, salvaged and rebuilt and shipped to Europe or are subject to open recalls. For 30
years, CARFAX has been collecting data on US vehicles from thousands of sources and has
helped millions of used car shoppers reduce their risk of getting stuck with a vehicle that has
costly hidden problems. For more than 30 years, CARFAX has been helping millions of used car
shoppers make better purchase decisions and avoid expensive hidden problems. In addition,
CARFAX has helped used car dealers around the world to build trust with their customers and
sell their American cars with confidence. With more than 14 billion records, CARFAX has built
up its database with the help of its partners and sources, including government offices, law
enforcement agencies, service and repair shops, car dealerships, insurance companies and
many more. In addition to publicly available information, CARFAX has collected information
from many independent reliable sources. Thanks for the service, the price was absolutely worth.

Immediately to the Internet, paid with credit card and in 10 minutes I had the report. Vehicle
imported from California to Lithuania. For some weeks "Babs" is now with us and we have a lot
of fun with the car. Buying Used American Cars? Search by VIN. Instant Access. We offer you
unique vehicle history to help you make better purchase decisions. Trusted by millions of
users. Worldwide market leader. The most popular blog articles How to detect mileage rollback?
Mileage rollback is one of the most occurring types of fraud in the selling process of used cars.
However, there are ways to detect mileage fraud. Even though odometer fraud is difficult to
detect for the untrained eye, it is not an impossible task. Import a car from the USA. There are a
few advantages to buying a American used car. Check the Service History of a Car. How
important is the service history of a car? CARFAX takes a look at these questions and explains
the importance of the service history of a car, as well as where you can find the complete
history of service records. Make a VIN Search. Standard Attention Assist and Lane Tracking
options inspire confidence. The Bad The Comand system takes time to learn and can be
frustrating for both car-tech newbies and vets. Real-world fuel economy leaves much to be
desired. However, its diesel-powered sibling is probably the better bargain. Be respectful, keep
it civil and stay on topic. We delete comments that violate our policy , which we encourage you
to read. Discussion threads can be closed at any time at our discretion. Big SUVs often come
with prejudgments and stereotypes in tow. Sometimes the stereotypical shoe fits. The ML's
lackluster fuel economy is probably the best example of this. A "Blue Efficiency" badge that
boasts of the M-Class' increased efficiency does little to make us feel better about an
EPA-estimated 17 mpg combined fuel economy. The big SUV surprised me with its nimble and
effortless low-speed driving dynamics and the ease with which it took to San Francisco parallel
parking; with its gentle but powerful acceleration and stability at highway speeds; and with its
smartly implemented voice command technology and value for the dollar spent. There's also
Benz's Mbrace telematics service powered by Hughes Telematics with six months of
complimentary service. That covers most of the cabin tech bases that we look for, but it's pretty
basic as baseline systems go. For your bucks, you get the Comand Navigation system, a media
interface that brings iPod, USB, and auxiliary audio inputs, a rearview camera system, SiriusXM
Satellite Radio with traffic and weather data, and voice command for the whole kit and caboodle.
We've seen this infotainment bundle in action in a number of previous Mercedes-Benz vehicles
and it checks all of the right boxes where features are concerned. However, living with the
system can be a bit annoying. The Comand system's three-tiered interface, for example,
requires that you tap up on the controller to get to the different modes of operation and tap
down to access mode-specific options Tapping up on the map screen causes you to scroll the
map, which is only a minor annoyance until the 10th time you do it in a week. Then, it becomes
a reason to raise your voice. Those fancy 3D buildings are cool until they get in the way of
seeing the actual roads on the map. Destination search lacks an On Route option, which means
that an act as simple a searching for fuel along your current navigation route can take you
pretty far off of your chosen path and is much more difficult than it should be. Meanwhile, the
spoken turn-by-turn directions seem to leave out relevant data. On many occasions, I was told
to "Prepare to turn left" but not given or shown a distance to the next turn. Is it in 2 miles or two
blocks, Comand? This is important information and not having it caused my anxiety levels to
soar when piloting the large SUV in heavy traffic to an unknown destination. Fortunately, most
of the Comand system's other functions operated nearly flawlessly. The voice command
system, for example, gives users access to nearly every element of the navigation, hands-free
calling, and audio system with little more than a few spoken words. The system did a fairly good
job of understanding what I was trying to say, but in the few instances where I had to repeat
myself two to three times to say "Tehama Street," for example , the system would stop me and
simply ask me to spell out the destination instead. That's the sort of attention to detail that I like
to see in all voice command systems, as it saves a lot of frustration and guessing the
pronunciation that the computer is looking for. Despite specifying a rearview camera as part of
the aforementioned P01 package, our ML did not appear to be equipped with one. At the very
least, the camera never came on while reversing until I found on the last day of testing that
someone had deactivated the system using a hidden menu option. Fortunately, the M-Class
features pretty exceptional rearward visibility for a large SUV, light and effortless steering, and a
crazy-tight turning radius, making this one of the easiest-to-park SUVs that I've ever tested,
even without the aid of a camera! It's far from a perfect system and it's starting to show its age,
but the Mercedes-Benz Comand system present in the M-Class is competent and fairly easy to
live with. There are a ton of options available to bend the computer to your will. Don't like the 3D
buildings? I didn't, so I turned them off. Don't like using the Comand three-tier interface? Well,
there are physical buttons that quickly jump among the different infotainment modes right there
on the dashboard. More so than any other infotainment system that I've tested, the Comand

setup simply takes a lot of getting used to. The M-Class' Comand system can also be accessed,
to a degree, via the array of physical buttons beneath the display. It's worth taking the time to
get used to Comand, because the rest of the ML is rather good. Under its hood is a 4. That
power exits the engine by way of a seven-speed automatic transmission to a full-time
all-wheel-drive system dubbed 4Matic. Acceleration from a stop isn't what I'd call dramatic.
There's an obvious strength, but the big Benz isn't trying to hurt you with it. If you've ever done
a run in a Rolls-Royce Phantom , you'll know exactly what I'm talking about. OK, maybe that was
a bad example. But the ML isn't only about straight-line speed; there's also a lot to be said
about the tech built into making this SUV turn. For example, there's the adaptive power steering
that is so light that it can be steered around a parking lot with just one finger, but firms up as
you gain speed so it doesn't feel ponderous and twitchy on the highway. There's the Agility
Control adaptive suspension system that lets the ML soak up bumps and jolts despite rolling on
inch wheels but still control its body roll when asked to corner. Don't get too crazy around
those twisties, though -- as good as M-B's engineers are, they're not "defy the laws of physics"
good. Push it too hard and the will understeer like the nearly 5,pound SUV on all-season tires
that it is. She's a cruiser, not a carver. The M-Class comes standard with a number of
around-town driver-aid features, including downhill speed regulation and an adaptive brake
system that automatically dries the rotors when driving in wet weather, assists on hills by
holding the brakes for a few seconds, precharges to reduce reaction time when lifting quickly
off of the accelerator, and uses a Brake-Hold feature that lets you relax your feet at long
stoplights without worrying about the vehicle creeping forward until you hit the gas pedal. Also
standard at this trim level is Mercedes' Attention Assist system, which monitors your behavior
for signs of drowsiness and warns with a light and audible chime that you should probably take
a break from driving. The M-Class will monitor your driving behavior and issue a warning if it
thinks you may be getting drowsy. If there's one place that the ML's performance suffers, it's at
the pump. It has an EPA-estimated 15 city and 20 highway miles per gallon, but we averaged
only Potential M-Class buyers interested in maximizing their mpgs should take a look at the 's
sibling, the ML Bluetec. This 3-liter turbodiesel-powered model bumps the fuel economy up to
20 city and 27 highway mpg while still netting pound-feet of available torque, meaning that it's
green or is it blue? True, an Infiniti FX50 S has it beat on cabin tech, but Benz builds an
arguably nicer vehicle around its dashboard. Porsche may slightly outperform the ML with its
Cayenne S model, but the M-Class costs thousands less when comparably equipped. Who'd
have thought I'd live to see the day when a Benz was a bargain? Actually, the model that
probably competes the best with the ML is its diesel-powered sibling, the ML Bluetec. Sure,
there's a slight drop in horsepower, but even I was unable to feel a difference in performance
between the two models. You'd also be a bit daft, but that's just my opinion. So, just save the
money and get the diesel. May 2, a. Pricing Unavailable. Get Price. Cabin tech 9. Performance
tech 7. Design 7. Cabin tech: Comand starts to show its age The Comand system offers a wide
variety of available audio sources. Best Cars See all Chrysler Pacifica. Like most upscale
crossovers, the midsize Mercedes-Benz ML offers abund
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ant features and silky cruising to complement its inherent versatility. The ML gains an optional
split-screen dash display that can project different images to the driver and front passenger.
The ML carries a 4. A seven-speed automatic transmission and standard all-wheel complete the
drivetrain. Other standard equipment is shared with the six-cylinder M-Class, including a power
liftgate, a sunroof, wood interior trim, Bluetooth phone and audio, integrated smartphone apps
and heated power seats in leather or premium vinyl. Although the six-cylinder M-Class accounts
for the vast majority of line sales, the ML with its turbo V8 is far more satisfying to drive and
handles loads without breaking a sweat. Financing remains the better option this month. Opting
for options like the Saved Vehicles 0 Saved Searches 0. Cars Direct. John Diether. What's New
for The ML gains an optional split-screen dash display that can project different images to the
driver and front passenger. See Used Listings.

