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The Honda K24 engine is part of the popular K-series engines. Honda K engines are still in
production today despite introduction back in Also, the K24 engine is prone to other potential
faults and failures just like any other engine. The common problems we discuss affect many of
the Honda K24 engines. However, certain variants may be more or less susceptible to the
issues. As you can see â€” the Honda K24 has many variants. It makes sense given the engine
has been in production since Many variations are due to emissions requirements. In the below
sections we will detail each of the three common issues we outlined above. Again, these are
issues shared among many engines within the K24 engine family. The front crankshaft seal is
also commonly known as the front main seal. On the Honda K24, the front crank seal is
responsible for sealing the end of the crankshaft with the timing cover. A front main seal
literally just a seal designed to prevent oil from leaking out the front of the crankshaft. However,
the rubber seal is known to wear down with age and mileage. However, the rear main seal
seems less common than the front main seal on the K The first symptom is the most obvious.
However, keep in mind â€” there are plenty of other seals and gaskets in an engine that may
potentially leak. Smoking or burning smells are less common with Honda K24 crankshaft seals.
Often, the oil drips down before it can burn off. However, we understand not everyone wants to
DIY car repairs. Sounds fair to us. Camshafts, commonly referred to as cams, lie in the cylinder
head and are responsible for opening and closing the intake and exhaust valves. Cam lobes
control valve intake and exhaust valve lift. Exhaust cam lobe galling is a fairly common and well
documented issue on the K Galling is caused by excessive friction between the K24 cam lobes.
It may cause material to actual weld or connect to the contact point where the excess friction
occurs. It may also cause cracking or roughening of surfaces. We may be stretching calling the
exhaust camshaft galling a common problem. It can happen, however. The camshafts are within
the cylinder head which is up-top just below the engine valve cover. Also, if the galling and wear
is bad enough it could cause power loss on the K24 engine. This occurs when the wear is bad
enough that valve lift is affected. Galling on the K24 exhaust cam lobes requires replacement of
the exhaust camshaft. The exhaust camshaft will run a couple hundred dollars. For example,
these drop in intake and exhaust cams for the K24A2 may be a good choice. Prior to the
K-series engines Honda mostly used timing belts. However, the K20 and K24 made the change
to timing chains. The setup between timing chains is more or less the same. Of course, the
difference being one uses a chain and the other uses a belt. Chains are typically more durable
and require replacement less often. Overall, the K24 timing chain is great. However, a weak link
does lie within the timing chain tensioner. The tensioner is responsible for keeping tension on
the exhaust side of the timing chain to prevent it from slapping around. The main failure point is
the spring within the timing chain tensioner. No K24 is exempt from timing chain tensioner
problems. However, it seems to primarily be an issue on the earlier K24 engines. Again, what
happens when the tensioner fails is that the timing chain gains too much slack and fails to
properly control valve timing. This can cause a handful of other problems on the K The check
engine light may illuminate due to improper timing. That can also cause issues with starting the
car or the K24 stalling. If timing is off too much the intake and exhaust valves could actually
come in contact with the pistons. Others just replace the tensioner. Those with less experience
should have some patience as it may require a full weekend out in the garage. The dealership
may even quote a bit more, so we recommend finding a good independent repair shop. Some of
the problems above may only affect a small percentage of Honda K24 engines. In that regard, it
may not always be fair to refer to them as common. We can say what we do know about K24
reliability, though. Almost all engines will experience a problem or a few problems in that long
of a lifespan. Engines use all sorts of wear and tear components that are susceptible to
degrading with age and mileage. Some K24 reliability comes down to the luck of the draw. Some
comes down to maintenance history and how you drive the car. There are a lot of factors that go
into reliability. K24 maintenance is one of the aspects you can control. And it can live for a long
time. This may be a bit repetitive, but the K24 is truly an excellent, reliable engine. It spans a
long period of time and is found in many different Honda and Acura models. The 3 most
common problems include front main seal oil leaks, exhaust cam galling, and timing chain
tensioner failure. Some K24 variants may be more or less susceptible to these problems.
Overall, plan to potentially run into a few issues along the road especially as the engine ages.
However, expect the K24 to be a reliable and fun engine for a long time. Honda K24 Common
Problems In the below sections we will detail each of the three common issues we outlined
above. K24 Exhaust Cam Galling Symptoms The main symptoms of K24 exhaust cam galling
are: Clicking noise from valve cover area Loss of power The camshafts are within the cylinder
head which is up-top just below the engine valve cover. K24 Common Problems Summary This
may be a bit repetitive, but the K24 is truly an excellent, reliable engine. What are your
experiences with the K24? Which variant do you have? Share this: Twitter Facebook. Leave a
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