Jeep cherokee mods

In production for 18 years, over 2,, XJs were made. This means that they are all over the road
and also, all over scrap yards, making them a great platform to build on, as replacement parts
can be readily available. The venerable AMC I6 engine that is in most Cherokees is legendary for
its great performance and its incredible reliability. It is so good, in fact, that Jeep hardly altered
it from its introduction in to its retirement in Be careful though; the earlier model had an
optional 2. This is an engine to stay away from, especially since it is much less common than
the straight four- and six-cylinders found in most Jeep vehicles. The XJ was also a change of
pace for Jeep as it was the first model without a real frame. The unitbody has some advantages
and some disadvantages, as we'll discuss later. Overall, the Jeep Cherokee is an excellent
platform and great all around vehicle. Over time, Jeep fixed some of the XJ's shortcomings, and
XJ owners figured out how to address others. Here is a short list of some great modifications
that can be done to improve the performance of any Cherokee. There is nothing wrong with
having to take the ol' Sawzall to your Jeepâ€¦ it's a Jeep, after all. But just make sure you know
what you are doing! Don't cut any seams unless you are handy with a welder, and make sure
you aren't cutting wires, lines, or anything that maybe you don't want to be cutting. When the
deed is done, you can get yourself some nice aftermarket fender flares to fit these new cuts or
check out flares from a TJ Wrangler. So why are you taking a saw to this vehicle you are trying
to fix up? Because saw blades are a lot cheaper than a lot of lift options. If you want to fit larger
tires on your XJ, you will need a lot more lift than other Jeep models may require. To fit 33s, you
would need to gain six inches of lift without any fender trimming. Cutting that metal away will
allow you to fit more tire with less lift. You should be able to gain two inches from the front and
one inch from the back. Not only can this be cheaper, but it also keeps your center of balance
lowerâ€¦ which if you don't know much about Jeepsâ€¦ is a good thing. Lifting the front, you can
get away with about 3 or 4 inches before you will need to do something about your control
arms. Too much lift and these will either not reach, or be working at too steep of an angle. This
can be dangerous and also cause damage. Should you find yourself in this predicament, look
into drop brackets or long arms to put you back in the clear. Chances are your leaf springs in
the back are sagging more than grandma on a hot day. Obviously replacing them is the most
straightforward option, but buying new ones can definitely get expensive. Head to a scrap yard
and see what you can muster up. You can take whole leaf packs from other Cherokees, or you
can take springs from other vehicles and make stronger leaf packs. The Cherokee uses 2. You
should be able to find plenty of these puppies around. Keep the main leaf from your Cherokee,
but don't be afraid to throw the rest of it out. The less difference in length between the leaves,
the more rigid it will be. Whatever you do, you may end up needing to compensate the front for
whatever lift you generate in the back. Typically, the front springs don't sag too much so you
won't need to do anything if you are just restoring the ride height to a nice comfy stock height.
The architecture is the same for these, but a TJ spring will leave your Cherokee sitting a little
lower than stock, while a V8 ZJ Grand Cherokee will yield about 1 inch of lift. There are, of
course, spacers that you can stick in with your spring, but these tend to only go up to about 2
inches of lift. More than that and you'll need to rework the architecture some to safely run the
lift you want. If you plan on taking this animal off the road, it's a good idea to keep it nice and
durable. Because the XJ is a unitbody, instead of the classic body-and-frame structure of
yesteryear, it is not nearly as strong as it should be for offroad use. Wheel with it untreated and
you'll discover cracks forming on the body, and doors and panels that don't line up anymore.
Keep it up, and your rig will crumble like the shell of a Doritos taco in the unkempt hands of a
Phish concert attendee. Get yourself a pair of unitbody stiffeners and keep your Cherokee nice
and tightâ€¦ like the unkempt dreads on the head of a Phish concert attendee. Without that kind
of under-belly protection, even a mild wheeling trip can cause damage to your gas tank,
transmission, differential and other things like these that are actually pretty important. A nice,
thick skid plate on the belly and one on the gas tank will allow your Jeep's soft tummy to take
some hits. Differential guards are a good idea too for those tall rocks hiding in the depths of
puddles. The sheet metal on the XJ actually has atomic properties embedded into the
compounds in the metal that creates a gravitational field, effectively pulling trees and rocks into
it as it tries to bond particles with the trail around it. Okayâ€¦ not actually true, but it kinda
seems like it sometimes. Some places of the Cherokee can take a beating, but others are just
asking for it. If you hit the back end, on the rear quarter panel, expect to see that back window
pop right out. A good hit in this area can also mess up the way your tailgate closes. Your rocker
panels are the same way. Take a hit there and your doors will either not closeâ€¦or not open.
Either option is pretty undesirable. Get yourself some rocker panel guards and glide on over
those rocks, keeping your tender sheet metal nice and safe. Without guards however, there is
no need to lock your doors Just find a nice rock to park it on. Content is for informational or
entertainment purposes only and does not substitute for personal counsel or professional

advice in business, financial, legal, or technical matters. Kevin: Yes. When the rears started
sagging badly from overloading it I picked up a used set of rancho springs that raised it 1. BUT
you have to hammer the pinch welds inside the wheel wells flat and out of the way of the tires.
You will have to trim back some of the platic fender liner better yet, just remove them and trim
back the flares where they hit the tires. A box cutter knive works well. The big tires will now hit
the control arms on tight turns. So you will need to locate the stop nut on each side, and adjust
it to reduce the amount of turning you can make so they no longer hit. This will dcrease your
ability to make tight turns. The nut may be welded. If so use a hack saw or gringer to cut thru
the weld so you can turn it. The alternative is wheel spacers, but do your research first as most
will break while using offroad. Reading this with plans to buy a '95 XJ that needs some work, I
now know where to start and where I'm heading. Very good article, my son has a 99 Sport. We
worked together adding a 4. It looks great and now it commands the road on or off. He pulls
Wranglers of the mud like nothing! Love this post. Of course my rear leafs are saggy. It opened
up some alternative options for replacements that would be cheaper. Great article. Pretty well
hit the nail on the head. Although I don't know that I'd call the changes to the or 4. Most of the
changes was to the electronics and fuel injections system. Another important thing to note is,
the 4. It is impossible to swap in a TJ or WJ 4. Either way you spin it though, the XJ and ZJ was
hands down one of the best things Jeep ever cranked out of its factories, and there's 17 model
years of evidence to prove it! Great article really enjoyed it I have a Jeep Cherokee XJ and doing
a lift now very helpful thanks keep on writing. Add Your Comment.. Please anyone with some
experience in this area I love my xj and do not want to get rid of it and ia that a safety issue. This
was a great share! American auto manufacturers were on a roll in the s. Designing was very
competitive, and, through hot-rodding, engines and horsepower increased dramatically. Thus,
the American Muscle Car was born. Many people purchasing RVs have no real camping
experience, so RV campgrounds are being inundated with requests for their people to do things
that are the RV owner's responsibility. RV owners need to learn how to perform their own site
maintenance. Intake manifold leak diagnosis can be tricky but you can use a few simple
techniques to diagnose the problem. Don't let trouble code P or P leave you without your ride
and, worst of all, with an expensive repair bill later on. A basic knowledge on the electronic fuel
injection system eliminates the guesswork in the calibration of LPG-powered cars. Here are
eight simple tips to help give tires more traction in the snow. Experienced RV campers know
what they need to do to find a great campsite when they travel. Motorcycle helmets are trendy
items that reflect your personality. What type of helmet do you want for yourself? Paying for air
is annoying. Here is how you can find free air, and also how to set your tire pressure for the
best performance of your tires and your car. Is jump starting bad for your car? You'd be
surprised what you find out. What happens behind the scenes will shock you. Learn the
different signs of a bad alternator to make a faster diagnosis. You can make some repairs using
a few common tools. In , the East German government released the horrible Trabant car on an
unsuspecting Communist world. You don't need a lot of money to start selling classic cars, you
just need to buy the first car at a good price and then do it again. If you're thinking of buying a
classic VW Beetle, you need to know a few things beforehand. Discover why the best bargain to
be had is from someone who doesn't know he wants to sell. Identifying the type of noise and
when it happens can help you diagnose your transmission problem. Auto Repair. DIY Auto
Repair. RV Living. Safe Driving. Learning to Drive. All-Terrain Vehicles. Commercial Vehicles.
Automotive Industry. Automotive History. Related Articles. By Jerry Fisher. By Don Bobbitt. By
Dan Ferrell. By Victor Mangubat. By Linda Sarhan. By Isabella. By John Dove. By
electronicsguy. By Rupert Taylor. By Mary Wickison. Nowadays, protecting your valuables can
be challenging especially when you're on the go. That's why I decided to make a little secret
compartment inside my car. Only you'll know it's there because nobody will be able to find it.
Not only that, but you'll have easy access to it. Let me show you how to make it. You can watch
the video or scroll down below for the written guide. Think I just found a use for those old coils
and leaf springs sitting in the garage Via jpfreek OffroadNC jeep wrangler CJ suspension chair
furniture DIY builtnotbought homedecor armchair rockingchair repurpose goprepared jeeplife
homemade vintage classic oldiron heritage nostalgia becausejeep by offroadnc. Randomness,
rapscallionism, and a few motorcycles from a crumbling dude in the piney woods of North
Florida, USA. At least for now. XJ iPad install. Custom camper top vent. Made for camping in
your truck. Painted MDF with two muffin fans ordered from Amazon. USB connection. Very low
wattage and can be powered by an external cell phone battery if no electricity available. Here
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's a custom unit done this week that turned out real nice! Cargo box. Hey everybody, I was
wondering if anyone had any pics of an XJ done with a soft top conversion like the new 4 door
wranglers. I see ones with the tops Genuine ideas engineered right. Off-Topic Discussion - This
guy makes awesome builds - check out this tj Big Bird, wish I had money to get rigs like this! I
was able to install a folding bench seat in the back of the XJ. I had to remove the spare tire on
the driver's side and I had to remove the gas tank to find the best place to put the seat. I had to
place the seat all the way over the driver's side due to not being able to place the seat mounts
over the unibody construction. This seat uses 2 front mounts and a single center rear latch.
Here is a linkâ€¦. Car Part Furniture Automotive Furniture. Jeep Xj Mods Jeep Zj. Vw T3 Camper.
Off Road Bumpers Jeep Bumpers. Ford Gt Jetta Vw. Jeep Zj. Jeep Xj Mods Jeep Tj. Jeep
Cherokee Xj Accessories. Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution.

