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starter straightupgangs Start date Aug 6, Tags starter relay. Hi guys, so I've been
troubleshooting my cars starter problems for a couple of days now. Ok, basically this is what
happened, I parked my car at a friends house and when I came back later that day the car would
not engage the starter. When I try and start it it cuts the radio off but I'm not getting the starter
to turn over, no clicking, nothing. I've been going through the shop manual to find the issue and
I've determined that it must be the starter relay. I actually jumped the starter relay and the car
started fine. SO I replaced the relay today and I'm getting nothing. Can anyone think of what the
problem is? I mean I took the relay out and jumped it and the car started. Also I dont know how
much this matters but I bought a slightly different relay. THe original is a Denso I replaced it
with the is that the issue? Last edited: Aug 6, If battery is dead then the alternator must be
checked too. Seat of the pants stuff. If you have thoroughly checked all connections and your
battery take the starter out and bring it to an electrical shop for a test. Also this is not a
performance issue and should have been posted in electric or Gen 3. Add: Actually you need to
have the solenoid disconnected from all it's electrical connections for a proper continuity test.
None of this applies, the problem has to be in the relay. Power is getting to the relay when the
ignition switch is turned to start 2. By jumping the relay plug and moving the ignition switch to
start, the starter engages and the car starts Can this be anything other than a bad relay?
Muckman Not a M0derator. Check if there is a short from the ignition to the starter. Should be a
big black and white wire. Or if it is just loose at the starter. You should get battery voltage on
the starter solenoid wire when the ignition key is on start. When key is twisted to the start
position, no power is making it to the starter. It is not an intermittent thing, no clicking, no
nothing. Battery is normal and all accessories work as they should. Makes and breaks normally
and is adjusted correctly; jumped it anyway just to make absolutely sure it isn't the problem.
Even with a jumper, still no starter engagement. Both tests indicate that the switch is good.
When key is twisted to start, radio shuts off as it should. When energized, it clicks and while
energized, and the opposite contacts HAVE continuity. Decided to replace the relay since there
doesn't seem to be anything else that could could prevent this current from getting to the
starter. Replaced relay With a jumper across the relay PLUG it starts instantly. Is it possible that
we have 2 bad relays or am I missing something else? You have narrowed down the problem to
be somewhere between the starter solenoid wire and the ignition switch. Without tracing the
wire up stream from the starter I wouldn't know where to tell you to look. Do you have a factory
service manual? There are several troubleshooting flow charts that you will want to follow. You
must log in or register to reply here. A starter relay closes contacts to switch on a larger current
from a small current coming from the ignition switch circuit. In this way, it acts as a switch for
the starter solenoid and the starter motor in an automotive. Starter relays rarely become faulty,
but when they do, it can mean a lot of trouble because your car will not start. Failing to start the
car is one of the main signs that a starter relay has become damaged and needs immediate
checking. The end result is zero current flowing through the starter solenoid and the starter
motor, and the engine cannot start. Switch on other car accessories or devices that use the
battery to confirm if the battery is working and in good condition. As it tries to unsuccessfully
close contacts during the on and off, the result is a series of clicks. A possible cause of this
problem could be insufficient conductivity due to contacts burning out or worn out leads that
minimize the amount of the current flowing. Both can result from an overly aged relay whose
efficiency has deteriorated. Repair for the fault is by ensuring current flows through the relay
coils uninterrupted, and that the contacts are free from dirt and corrosion. The contacts can be
scraped to remove the corroded surface by use of a sandpaper. In the case of a relay that has
stayed for too long, a new one would easily solve the problem. When you switch on the ignition
key, the starter relay switches on, and the starter motor and starter solenoid begin operating.
Switching off the ignition key or button should have the opposite effect: the motor and starter
solenoid should stop operation. You should take immediate action because this kind of fault
can result in damage to the whole starter system. There are times when starting the engine fails,
but on switching the ignition key off and on again, the engine starts. Mostly, it has to do with a
build-up of dirt and debris on the contacts or leads from prolonged exposure. Cleaning the
contacts and examining the leads for breakage and discontinuity can help eliminate the
problem. The starter relay is a very important component in an automotive ignition system. If it
fails, it can mean the vehicle not starting. A bad starter relay will show 4 common symptoms. If
the battery is confirmed not to be dead, the starter may need repair or total replacement. This
symptom indicates a possible damage to the starter relay. The dirt causes an occasional
decrease in the current flowing through the circuit. About Us. Contact Info. Contact Form.

Thank You For Your Inquiry. One of the most important â€” and most forgotten â€” components
of any vehicle's ignition system is the starter relay. This electrical part is designed to redirect
power from the battery to the starter solenoid, which then activates the starter to spin over the
engine. The proper activation of this process allows the ignition switch's circuit to complete,
which will permit you to shut the vehicle off when you turn the key off. Although it's unlikely
that you'll ever experience a problem with the starter relay, it is prone to mechanical failure and
will need to be replaced by a professional mechanic if it wears out. Most of today's modern cars
and trucks have an electronic ignition switch that is activated by remote key. This key has an
electronic chip embedded that links up with the computer on your vehicle and allows the
ignition button to activate. There are times when this type of key will impact the operation of the
starter relay and display similar warning signs as if this system is damaged. Listed below are a
few of the symptoms of a damaged or worn out starter relay. If you notice these warning signs,
make sure you contact a local ASE certified mechanic to completely inspect your vehicle as
these symptoms might indicate problems with other components. The most obvious warning
sign that a problem with the starter relay exists is when the vehicle won't start when you engage
the ignition process. As stated above, electronic keys do not have a manual ignition switch.
However, when powered, it should send a signal to the starter relay once the key is turned or
the starter button is pressed. If you press this button or if you turn the key on a manual ignition
switch and the vehicle does not turn over, it may be caused by a problem with the starter relay.
This problem may be attributed to a circuit that has failed, so no matter how many times you
turn the key, the vehicle will not start. If the circuit has not yet completely failed, you may hear a
clicking noise as you try to turn the key. In either case, you should contact a professional
mechanic to inspect the symptom and correctly diagnose the precise cause. When you start
your engine and release the key or stop pressing the starter button on a modern vehicle, the
circuit is supposed to close, which will discontinue power to the starter motor. If the starter
stays on after the engine has ignited, the main contacts in the starter relay have most likely
welded together in the closed position. When this occurs, the starter relay will be stuck in the
on position and damage will occur to the starter, circuit, relay, and the transmission flywheel if
it is not addressed immediately. If the starter relay is working properly, it will send power to the
starter every time it is engaged. However, it is possible that the starter relay will become
damaged due to excessive heat, dirt, and debris or other issues that might cause sporadic
operation of the starter. If you try to start your car and the starter doesn't activate instantly, but
you turn the key switch once again and it works, this is most likely due to a problem with the
relay. In this case, it's important that you contact a mechanic as soon as possible so they can
determine what is causing the intermittent contact. In many cases an intermittent starting
problem is linked to a bad wire connection that may become dirty due to exposure under the
hood. This symptom is common when your battery is low on amps , but is also an indicator that
your starter relay is not sending a full signal. The relay is an all or nothing device, meaning that
it either sends the full electrical current or sends nothing to the starter. However, there are
some occasions when a damaged starter relay will cause the starter to make a clicking sound
when you turn the key. The starter relay is a very durable and reliable mechanical part, however
it is possible for damage to occur requiring a mechanic to replace the starter relay. If you notice
any of these warning signs, make sure to contact one of the professional mechanics at
YourMechanic. The most popular service booked by readers of this article is Starting And
Charging Inspection. Our certified mobile mechanics perform over services, including
diagnostics, brakes, oil changes, scheduled mileage maintenances, and will come to you with
all necessary parts and tools. Our certified mobile mechanics make house calls in over 2, U.
Fast, free online quotes for your car repair. Starting And Charging Inspection Cost. Service
Location. Vehicle does not start The most obvious warning sign that a problem with the starter
relay exists is when the vehicle won't start when you engage the ignition process. Starter stays
on after engine started When you start your engine and release the key or stop pressing the
starter button on a modern vehicle, the circuit is supposed to close, which will discontinue
power to the starter motor. Intermittent issues starting the vehicle If the starter relay is working
properly, it will send power to the starter every time it is engaged. Clicking sound coming from
the starter This symptom is common when your battery is low on amps , but is also an indicator
that your starter relay is not sending a full signal. Home Articles. The statements expressed
above are only for informational purposes and should be independently verified. Please see our
terms of service for more details. Excellent Auto Repair Ratings. YourMechanic Auto Repair.
Related Articles. How Does a Starter Motor Work? Recent Starting And Charging Inspection
reviews. Excellent Rating. Rating Summary. Chris 22 years of experience. Request Chris. Good
experience. Very knowlageable, experienced man. I have high hopes for my truck! Anderson 27
years of experience. Request Anderson. Anderson was very friendly and professional. Kyle 12

years of experience. Request Kyle. Excellent mechanic! James 8 years of experience. Request
James. Need Help With Your Car? Related articles. However, getting it to crank Read more. The
highest tech cars can contain miles of electrical wiring. Wires must be secured and protected
from heat and debris in order to work properly. Symptoms of a Bad or Failing Ignit
1999 ford taurus starter location
96 subaru svx
92 prelude headlight
ion Ignitor Common signs include engine misfires, the Check Engine Light coming on, car not
starting, and a decrease in power, acceleration, and fuel efficiency. All of that AC system is run
by the computer. If you jump it and it works, watch my video. I even have a video "how to fix
your AC system cheaply. New battery; car won't start Hello. If the car is not starting after a
battery replacement then you either have a bad connection at the battery or it is possible that
the programming in the computer got corrupted when the voltage was lost. This can Fluctuating
RPM gauge when going up hills Hey there. It's hard to tell without further information. Automatic
transmissions rely on solenoids and electronic sensors to shift. If these sensors have failed, the
symptoms would be similar to yours. Issues with your fuel system will also produce similar
Browse other content. Schedule your Starting And Charging Inspection today! Starting And
Charging Inspection Price. How can we help? Read FAQ.

