Fast chevy s10

Every time I write about a car or truck, no matter the manufacturer or model year, I find that I am
always treated to a history lesson of some sort. It seems nearly impossible to understand or
appreciate automotive history without first understanding the larger history behind it. This is
true of the climate that created the Chevy S10 pickup truck. In response to the Arab oil embargo
of the early s and further inspired by the popularity and success of Japanese pickup trucks later
on in the s, Chevy became the very first of the big three American auto manufacturers to
introduce a compact pickup truck. The Chevy S10 marked the first generation of this compact
pickup, valued for its affordability and customization potential. Affordable, durable, and
dependable, the S10 pickup trucks sold from to and came in two-wheel drive with either
four-cylinder or V6 engines. Produced between and , the first generation of S10 pickups came in
extended or regular cabs, and the regular cab had two wheelbase options while both body
styles came equipped with four or six-cylinder engines. The four-cylinder was a 2. The second
generation brought about more options and features, including one very unusual addition to the
Chevy S10 pickup truck line. Available in regular, extended, or crew cabs with short or long
beds, the second generation of S10 pickup trucks introduced a variety of package options. In ,
Chevy introduced the Sportside bed and available three-door cab. For regular cab short-bed
S10s, the ZR2 offered a high-performance V6 engine with alloy wheels and sport suspension.
This package made off-roading a breeze, thanks to its larger, off-road-ready tires, stronger
suspension, and four-wheel drive, which came standard. If you were a brave and small enough
passenger, you could access the fold-down jump seat in the back through the third-door panel.
From to , the rear-wheel drive S10 pickup trucks came standard with a 2. An available 4. Engine
upgrades on the V6 in returned more power and torque, operated by either a five-speed manual
or four-speed automatic transmission. By , the S10 got a modest makeover, which resulted in a
restyled front and nicer interior, equipped with dual airbags. In , the S10 Xtreme was released,
similar to the ZR2, but built more with the racetrack in mind, compared to the all-terrain of the
off-road enthusiast. Standard rear-wheel drive, the ZR2 stood lower by two inches, and sported
body-color grille and bumpers, sport suspension, and sixteen-inch aluminum wheels. The
model year really was the last year for major changes to the S For , Chevy introduced a
five-passenger four-door crew cab S Although the Chevy S series was a popular line of pickup
trucks and they did offer durability and versatility for an affordable price, reviewers and
automotive journalists criticized the lack of safety features and abundance of low-end materials
throughout the interior. Offered on a lease basis to utility fleets, customers included the U. It
was a heavy vehicle at 4, pounds, but its payload remained approximately pounds. Requiring
approximately 2. Of the produced between the two model years, approximately sixty were sold,
making them rare, but not impossible to find. Far easier to find are any of the Chevy Colorado
pickups. By , the Chevy S10 was discontinued, and immediately replaced by the Chevy
Colorado. Still considered a compact-to-midsize pickup truck, the Colorado was larger across
the board than the S10s. For the model year, the Colorado featured three-inch longer
wheelbases, totaling either The Colorado was longer overall by approximately two inches and
sat taller and wider than the S Supported by a more rigid frame, the Colorado came equipped
with either a hp Vortec all-aluminum DOHC valve, four-cylinder engine or a boosted hp Vortec
all-aluminum DOHC valve, five cylinder. The Colorado is still designed as a mid-size pickup
truck that can handle a lot of different tasks and look great while doing it. Too often, there are
only choices for people who want something small, like a compact SUV, and those who are
looking for a massive heavy-duty option, without something for everyone else. Chevy has
designed the Colorado as a balance between work and play, and that philosophy is apparent
from every aspect of this truck. After all, whether you are loading up the bed with drywall or
pulling a trailer full of equipment, you want to make sure your truck can get the job done. There
are several different configurations available for the Chevy Colorado, depending on exactly
what you need it to do for you. You can choose either a crew cab or extended cab, and the crew
cab can come with either a short box or a long box â€” though the extended can only come with
a long box. Any of those three configuration options, however, can be selected with either 2WD
or AWD, depending on the drive type you want. Speaking of engines, there are three different
engines available for the Chevy Colorado, which affects just how powerful the truck is and what
it can handle. There is a 2. If you want, you can step that up to a 3. Finally, there is a 2. What
does all of this mean? Well, when properly configured and equipped, the Chevy Colorado has a
maximum towing capacity of 7, lbs. On top of that it has a maximum payload capacity of 1, lbs.
Sure, that falls short compared to a heavy-duty pickup, but as a balanced truck designed to
handle both work and play, this is a perfect experience. Remember that impressive towing
capacity and maximum payload that is great for work? When Friday afternoon rolls around you
can unhook your work trailer, leave 6, lbs. There are numerous trim levels and upgrade options
available on the Colorado so you can make it just as comfortable as you want it to be. Interested

in going off-road with your mid-size pickup? Then check out the ZR2 trim level. The ZR2
includes an integrated trailer brake controller, off-road suspension, and increased clearance
with inch wheels to keep you rolling all weekend long. It also includes great luxury upgrades
like leather-appointed front seats, an 8-inch Infotainment system, 6-speaker audio system, and
multiple USB ports for connectivity and charging devices. It has heated driver and front
passenger seats along with a leather-wrapped steering wheel and automatic climate control.
Plus you get great safety features with the LT such as an HD rear vision camera, StabiliTrak with
electronic traction control, and a Teen Driver system for helping new drivers learn safe habits. I
could go on with more upgrades and details, more safety features, and all sorts of additional
options you can choose from with the Chevy Colorado, but I think you get the idea. With the
Colorado, the legacy of the Chevy S10 continues through excellent engineering, great overall
design choices, and a clear vision for a truck designed for people in the middle between small
pickups and heavy-duty models. The Chevy S10 was built on the idea that truck drivers wanted
a pickup that could handle both work and play equally well and get any job done, while still
treating you right on the weekend. Even though the name has changed, that design goal and
attitude have not. Celebrated by consumers and industry authorities alike since it was first
introduced in , theâ€¦. Your email address will not be published. Save my name, email, and
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pickup trucks. When one thinks of a trailblazing pickup truck, the Silverado and Colorado may
come to mind. While these cars are commendable, Chevy fans shouldn't overlook the S10
Extreme. Sure, it was more compact. But the car had impressive qualities and was well-suited
for the younger generation. The Chevy S10 Extreme was just one car that was part of the
automaker's "S" series. The truck enjoyed popularity because of its modest price and sufficient
engine. While it was smaller than most standard trucks, the S10 Extreme could satisfy each
driver's needs. The Chevy "S" series traced its origins back to the second half of the twentieth
century. The first S10 was launched in Drivers could choose between a four-cylinder engine or a
six-cylinder engine. The six-cylinder option was more successful, as it had greater horsepower.
As the years progressed, Chevy released a V6 engine. The improved engine, suspension, and
tires made the S10 an intimidating vehicle when it came to driving on difficult terrain. Water,
mud, and snow were no match for the S It was evident that the S10 had superior performance
after several revisions, and meant that this car received additional revisions to its interior. The
not-too imposing appearance and low price made this car perfect for teenagers who were just
starting out to drive and for young people who were looking to make their first major purchase.
As the twentieth century came to a close, along with the historical events associated with it,
Chevy was looking to catch the attention of youth fascinated with cars. AutoTrader mentioned
in an April article that , "These trucks gained quite the reputation for being souped-up. The
youths of the late nineties, unburdened by the worries of the now ancient Cold War and
blissfully unaware of the struggles of the early 21st century just around the corner, started
modifying them with big turbos and superchargers. This led to the S10 Extreme being a fairly
regular staple at the drag strip. One of the biggest differences between the S10 Extreme and
current trunks was that the Chevy car was extremely low to the ground. Chevy's objective was
to attract the year-old crowd, and this suspension was just one of the many ways they
succeeded: A lowered truck was seen as a dependable car for those who were new to the car
world. The ZQ8 suspension also came with sway bars, a crucial component of this car. When
the S10 Extreme started to turn, the sway bars were responsible for projecting exertion on the
left and right sides of the suspension. The sway bars were fastened to the wheels and reacted
to two major external circumstances: the wheels growing when there was a bump on the road
and when the wheels sinking after an extremely sharp turn. This four-wheel-drive car could be
equipped with a 2. However, buyers can also choose to have a 4. This choice certainly meant
that the S10 Extreme made no apologies when it hit the road. This marked a defining moment in
Chevy history, as the automaker wasn't focused on creating compact trucks and was now
experimenting with more mid-sized cars. The S10 Extreme seemed to have faded from memory
and an August GM Authority mentioned nostalgia when they wrote , "Interestingly, the
Chevrolet S10 Extreme has largely fallen into obscurity, and remaining examples did not seem
to command any notable price premiums over standard S10 units. However, we suspect that
some amounts of nostalgia, perhaps from our former high school parking lot goons, will
eventually give these trucks something of a bump in prestige and prices. Who knows, maybe
the S10 Extreme will one day be considered alongside the SS as the cool retro-sport truck to
have. Everything about the Colorado was bigger: its wheelbase, length, height, and width. Still,

the S10 Extreme had an endearing reputation among the younger crowd: It was the ideal
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car for those who weren't interested in a heavy-duty truck just yet and simply wanted to test
out the performance of a lesser-known car. Altogether, some people may have overlooked the
qualities of the S10 Extreme. But this truck proved that small cars aren't linked to reliability
issues or poor performance. It was all a matter of perspective: While you can't compare the S10
Extreme to a modern truck like the Dodge Ram or Toyota Tundra , the S10 Extreme was a
momentous car for its time because it was marketed for younger people and showed new
owners that buying a car wasn't intimidating. Maya Yegorova is a New York City based content
creator who has written about cars, travel, science, and the arts. She is a Baruch College
graduate with a B. When she's not writing, she's reading the latest Dodge Ram news or curling
up with a good book. By Maya Yegorova Published Jan 16, Share Share Tweet Email Comment.
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