95 ford windstar

The replacement for the Ford Aerostar , the Windstar adopted the front-wheel drive
configuration of the Chrysler minivans. From the to model years, three generations of the model
line were sold, with the final generation renamed as the Ford Freestar. As part of the launch of
the Ford Freestar, Mercury introduced its first Ford-produced minivan in a revival of the Mercury
Monterey nameplate. Following a decline in sales across the minivan segment in the mids, the
Freestar and Monterey were discontinued after the model year with no direct replacement. In
total, 1,, were produced 1,, Windstars, , Freestars, and 32, Montereys. To better compete with
Chrysler, Ford decided its next minivan would adopt the same front-wheel drive layout
popularized by Chrysler. Codenamed "WIN88" , development of the front-wheel drive minivan
commenced in with a projected introduction for the model year. By , design work was well
underway, with a concept design theme being settled on by December In , the WIN88 exterior
design by Camilo Pardo was frozen for scheduled production, with prototypes being tested
from early Intended nearly exclusively for family use, the design team considered design
scenarios from the perspective of pregnant women, women wearing skirts and high heels, and
adopted family-friendly design features reconfigurable cupholders, auxiliary stereo controls.
The Ford Windstar was released in March as a model, preceding the launch of the
third-generation Chrysler minivans by over a year, enabling Ford to cut into Chrysler minivan
sales significantly. While the competing model lines roughly benchmarked each other, the
Windstar was sold only as an equivalent to the long-wheelbase "Grand" Chrysler vans, with
Lincoln-Mercury selling the smaller, unrelated Mercury Villager jointly developed with Nissan.
From the to model years, the Windstar was sold concurrently with its Ford Aerostar
predecessor; initially slated for discontinuation following the model year, continued consumer
and dealer demand for the Aerostar led Ford to market both vehicles. For its first year on the
market, the Windstar was priced above both the Aerostar and the Mercury Villager. In what
would later become a design faux pas , this generation of the model line was marketed without a
driver-side sliding door , a feature popularized by the introduction of third-generation Chrysler
minivans. During its development, Ford claimed its focus groups did not identify it as an
important feature [ citation needed ] ; previously, vans of all sizes with a driver-side sliding door
had sold poorly in the United States. Using a The front suspension used MacPherson struts,
while the rear suspension was a beam axle using coil springs; [9] air suspension was an option.
Front brakes were discs, with rear drum brakes; [10] anti-lock braking was standard. In ,
four-wheel disc brakes were introduced as an option when ordered with traction control or the
towing package. For its launch, the 3. For , the 3. To compete more closely with the Chrysler
minivans, Ford designers shifted from a "one-box" design to a "two-box" configuration;
influenced somewhat by the Mercury Villager, the Windstar had a distinct hoodline and
passenger compartment. Benchmarked in size against the long-wheelbase "Grand" Chrysler
minivans, [10] the Windstar was given a longer wheelbase than the Aerostar and both the
second and third-generation Chrysler minivans; only a long-wheelbase version was marketed.
While far more vertically-oriented, the curved dashboard of the Windstar shares influences of
the multi-tiered design used by the Lincoln Mark VIII. For , chrome was added to body-side
molding LX trim. For , no exterior changes were made, with the base-trim model renamed the 3.
The first-generation Windstar underwent few revisions during its production. For , chrome was
added to the body-side molding for the LX trim. After a shortened model year lasting from
October to January , the Windstar was introduced. The front fascia underwent a facelift,
adopting a trapezoidal grille and redesigned headlamps with amber turn signal lenses ; the
optional fog lamps were moved out of the lower intake of the grille. The rear saw mild revisions,
with revised tailgate badging, with larger model script and the centering of the Ford Blue Oval
over the license plate. On all trim levels, new wheel covers and alloy wheel designs were
introduced; the body side moldings were restyled, with the GL and LX sharing the same design.
The interior saw a minor revision, coinciding with the addition of the tilt-slide driver's seat;
while the dashboard remained unchanged, head restraints were added to the rear bench seats
already on rear bucket seats. While adopting the front-wheel drive form factor similar to the
Chrysler minivans, the Windstar adopted several design features from the Ford Aerostar and
Mercury Villager, including rear-seat audio controls, rear air conditioning and middle-row
bucket seats; a digital instrument panel was coupled with a trip computer, automatic
headlamps, and an auto-dimming rearview mirror. Shared with Ford sedans, the Windstar
offered a keyless entry system using a door-mounted keypad along with an alarm system. In
contrast to its lack of a driver-side sliding door, the Windstar introduced several features to the
minivan segment, including a door lock control from the rear door and a wide-angle mirror in
the overhead console allowing a view of the rear passenger compartment. For , the Limited trim
was introduced, distinguished by its monochromatic exterior and five-spoke inch chrome
wheels; wood interior trim was added. The â€” Ford Windstar, which was tested as a model

received a "Good" 5-stars [12] rating from the IIHS in all marks, in which the driver survives the
accident without any injuries. During and after its production, this generation of the Windstar
would become known for several notable reliability issues. The 3. However, the Windstar's
problem was exacerbated by a tighter engine bay and higher loads, the van being pounds
heavier. In response, Ford extended the warranty on the head gasket to , miles on most
Windstars with this engine. The Windstar was paired with an AX4S transaxle, which was prone
to internal failure. The transmission suffered from cracked forward and reverse clutch pistons.
These transmission failures were most susceptible with the 3. The Windstar was also plagued
with various suspension woes. The front springs were prone to breaking in specific markets
where extreme cold and heavy salt use in winter months occurred. Released in the summer of
as an early model, the Ford Windstar was given a complete redesign. As one of the first Ford
vehicles in North America to adopt the New Edge styling language, the redesign also was
distinguished by the addition of a driver's side sliding door. Several major features made their
debut, including front seat-mounted side airbags on vans with VINs starting with 2FMDA, dual
power-sliding doors, and rear reverse sensors. The Windstar was the most dependable minivan
on the market in the JD Powers dependability survey at three years in service in the survey. In ,
Ford began a shift in trim levels that would be seen in many of its American-market sedans
through the s. Although all versions of the Windstar wagon were sold with 7-passenger seating,
LX-trim Windstars are equipped with 2nd-row bench seats; SE and SEL-trim examples are
equipped with 2nd-row bucket seats. In August , Ford issued a voluntary recall of , Windstar
minivans for rear axle problems. This recall followed an investigation by the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration which had begun in May The NHTSA preliminary evaluation stated
the design of the rear axle beam, an inverted "U" channel design, appeared to provide a
collection point for road slurry. In states which used much road salt, corrosion progressively
weakened the axle until it fractured. In this lawsuit, documents were introduced which showed
Ford's testing of the Benteler Axle in March resulted in failure of two out of the eleven axles
tested. In August , Ford determined the cause of this failure was improper heat treating. In
September , the axle manufacturer Bentley Automotive agreed with Ford's findings. No changes
were made until March The problem involves rusting of the subframe. Most of the corrosion
occurs on the passenger side of the subframe. If the subframe collapses while driving, the
vehicle could potentially lose all steering control and end up in an accident. Ford is offering
alternative transportation to owners if their vehicle is unsafe to drive. If the minivan can't be
repaired, Ford will repurchase the vehicle. The â€” Ford Windstar received an "Acceptable"
rating by the IIHS for fair structural performance, moderate injuries to the left foot, and fair
dummy control. Although most redesigned vehicles outperform their predecessors to cut down
insurance costs and possible injuries to the driver, this generation Windstar did not perform as
well as its first generation predecessor. For the model year, the third generation Ford Windstar
was released; as part of a mids rebranding of the Ford car model line with nameplates starting
with the letter "F", the Windstar was renamed the Ford Freestar. In its development, the Freestar
saw the addition of heavier-duty drive axles, larger wheel bearings, and the standardization of
four-wheel disc brakes. As part of the initiative to improve driveline reliability, the 4-speed
automatic transmission saw upgrades for improved shifting and reliability. In the redesign, the
Ford Freestar saw a minor exterior facelift. While retaining much of the roofline of the
previous-generation Windstar, in a shift away from New Edge design language, the Freestar
adopted styling elements from several Ford vehicles, including the Ford Explorer , Ford
Freestyle , and Ford Five Hundred. Shifting from the trademark curved dashboard of the
previous Ford Windstar, the Ford Freestar adopted a flat dashboard, sharing many design
elements with the then-upcoming Ford Five Hundred. In line with a number of competitive
minivans, the Ford Freestar introduced a third-row seat that folded flat into the floor. The
Freestar carried much of the trim lineup from the Windstar, with two exceptions. The â€” Ford
Freestar received a "Good" rating in the offset frontal crash test from the IIHS and outperformed
the â€” Ford Windstar, but resulted in moderate injuries only on the head and neck. In the
side-impact tests, it received a "Poor" rating without the optional side airbags for poor
structural performance, potential head and neck injuries, and high forces on the driver's torso,
but fared better with the side airbags, earning an overall "Acceptable" rating, but resulted in a
moderate head and neck injury to the driver. In , the Freestar scored second place in J. In line
with Ford introducing "F" nameplates during the early s, Mercury revived a historic "M"
nameplate for its minivan the Monterey name was used from to In line with the Freestar, the
Monterey adopted design elements from other Mercury vehicles, including the Mountaineer and
Montego. Features such as power-sliding doors and a rear-seat DVD player were available on
Luxury and Premier trim lines. Unique to the Premier was the option of heated and cooled front
seats, a class exclusive at the time. The Monterey was offered solely with the 4. Sales of the

Monterey fell far under projections, driven primarily by an overall decline of the minivan
segment in North America. In total, 32, examples were sold over its three-year production run.
After selling far under sales projections, Ford discontinued the Freestar and Monterey after the
model year. The final Monterey was produced by Oakville Assembly on August 25, ; the final
Freestar was produced on December 29, In North America, Ford became the first American
manufacturer to withdraw from the minivan segment entirely, with Ford shifting towards tall
station wagons, with the Ford Taurus X Freestyle marketed as a 7-passenger vehicle by Ford; in
, the Taurus X was replaced by the Flex. While imported in passenger-van configuration, most
sales were intended for cargo-van users. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. This article
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Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version. Wikimedia Commons. Ford Windstar Limited,
second generation example. FF layout. January 27, â€” October [4] [5]. Ford Windstar LX â€”
Ford Freestar â€” Ford Windstar Mercury Villager for Monterey. Wikimedia Commons has media
related to Ford Windstar. Bronco Sport. Mustang Mach-E. Bronco II. Expedition Max. Pickup
truck. Explorer Sport Trac. F-Series all. SVT Lightning. SVT Raptor. Super Duty. Compact MPV.
Transit Connect. E-Series cutaway chassis only. We purchased a Windstar from a private party
in from a soldier's wife on Ft. We have had one tune up, one alignment, new tires twice, one
serpentine belt replaced, and new brake pads a couple of times. It runs quiet, stays straight, and
never fails to start and run well. I have owned my Windstar for about six years. It has proved to
be a very good vehicle. Its ride is very comfortable and it is very quiet inside. It has most all the
options I need and want and is very versitile. It has great cargo room when seats are removed. I
have automatic lights and mirror which I appreciate and the electronic dash has all the
information I want. I have driven many newer vans and still have not found one the equal of
mine. Well lets see I have had this van for over a year now and other then the minor stuff that
my cousin damaged i would say this van is great everyone complains about electrical I am a
chevy man and this is the only ford I like so far and its going on a road trip from Florida to New
York and back needs new paint but previous owner used it for delivery he did the heads on it I
did work for the van but only thing is its a pain to do any thing to the speed sensor and the
plugs to do them take off the wiper shroud trust me its easy that way also killer is shifts hard
into 1st gotta figure it out but does not slip well past miles but speedo is broken sad for the
others who complain. I have just hit k in my Windstar and have had very few problems. A starter
and my interior lights stayed on once sensor problem ; always drive sanely and take good care
of it. Still looks and drives beautifully. If you could replace the mechanicals you would have an
outstanding minivan. It's big, and handles better than any other its size. We've had it on several
long trips, and it was quite comfortable. But we've paid for it! Second transmission baulky--we'll
stick it out til it goes entirely, thank you. We nursed the engine miles before the head gasket
went. That was a mistake! The brakes are headed for their fifth repair. On the other hand, it
never left us stranded--always struggled home. I would estimate this car cost Ford almost as
much consumer loyalty as their 'suicide SUV. Popular searches. My notifications My Account.
More about the Windstar. View Photos. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Filter by:
All ratings 5 stars 4 stars 3 stars 2 stars 1 star. Pros comfort spaciousness driving experience
ride quality. What can I say? Items per page:. Write a review See all Windstars for sale.

Sponsored cars related to the Windstar. Sign Up. Make Model Year. Vehicle History. Vehicle
Listing Details. Recent Arrival! Whether you are in the market to purchase a new or pre-owned
vehicle, if you need financing options, we'll help you find a car loan that works for you! Even if
you have bad credit, or are a first time car buyer, you can trust that Covert Ford Chevrolet Hutto
will professionally fit you into the automobile of your choice. Please call Dan Covert or text at
for personal assistance or come out and see us. Please come out and be apart of the Covert
family. Description: Used Ford Windstar. It is being offered for sale 'AS - IS' for a low price. It
will go to a closed dealer only auction unless otherwise sold beforehand. Other than a simple
test drive, no mechanical inspection has been done to the vehicle. AC was not checked due to
cool weather, Only the drivers power window works. It has an Automatic transmission and a
Gas V6 3. Call our sales team today at to schedule a time to come take a test drive at Roland
Rich Ford in Delavan, IL! We look forward to working with you! Odometer is miles below market
average! Call or email us today to schedule your test drive! Downtown Beatrice for over 40
years. Be sure to call us to confirm availability and to schedule a hassle free test drive! Call to
confirm availability. Call, email, or live chat with one of our friendly sales professionals now to
schedule your test drive! Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Save Search. All 23
Listings. Enter your ZIP code to show only relevant vehicles for sale nearby. Search radius.
Home delivery available. Only show local listings. Year s. Engine Details Transmission
Automatic Engine Type Gas Drivetrain Front Wheel Drive Cylinders 6 cylinders Fuel Economy.
Vehicle Listing Details Recently added listings. Listings with recent price drops. No accidents.
New Listing. Showing 1 - 18 out of 23 listings. Overall Consumer Rating. We purchased a
Windstar from a private party in from a soldier's wife on Ft. We have had one tune up, one
alignment, new tires twice, one serpentine belt replaced, and new brake pads a couple of times.
It runs quiet, stays straight, and never fails to start and run well. Read more. Read less. Sign Up.
Chrysler essentially created the minivan market in with its first-generation Dodge Caravan and
Plymouth Voyager. That front-drive, four-cylinder-only breadbox on wheels delivered
comfortable upright seating, plus room for the whole family and their trappings. Buyers
swarmed to this new phenomenon, which would soon dethrone the station wagon as the coach
of choice in suburbia. As Caravan and Voyager sales soared, other manufacturers began
working on their own minivans to capture a piece of this lucrative pie. Ford rolled out its
Aerostar in as an '86 model, offering an affordable rear-drive alternative with flexible seating
and a V-6 engine. Although it grew increasingly powerful and luxurious, the
truck-platform-based Aerostar never attained the enviable popularity or ride comfort that the
car-platform Chrysler minivans flaunted. The new-for-'95 Windstar, the Aerostar's scheduled
replacement, was designed to improve on every element of the Chryslers. Ironically, when word
trickled out that the Aerostar would be replaced, there was such a consumer uproar that Ford
was persuaded to continue its production. Reading down the list of specs comparing the
Windstar to the '95 Caravan, it's as if Ford engineers were dead-set on winning a game of
one-upmanship; almost every measurement from wheelbase to legroom shows the Windstar to
be slightly ahead. This fresh new design drew buyers into Ford dealerships by the minivan-load,
urged on by a strong marketing campaign. Allured by this new champion of moms and light
haulers, we ordered a long-term Windstar LX to subject it to a tough year of shuttling test gear,
rambunctious grade schoolers, and suit-clad execs. Our long-term Windstar soon established a
reputation among staffers as being a great choice for taking the family on long drives. Journeys
to the local mountains, San Francisco, Las Vegas, Phoenix, and Crater Lake, Oregon, proved
the van's merits of spacious accommodations and large fuel capacity. With average highway
mileage hovering around 20 mpg, more than miles could comfortably pass between refilling the
gallon fuel tank. Passengers appreciated the comfortable captain's chairs in the front and
midship positions. The rear air-conditioning outlet and controls kept the kids comfortable on
summer drives through scorpion-scorching deserts. On the other hand, the rear radio controls
proved to be a source of annoyance as young rear riders would often search the available
frequencies for nothing in particular. The parents among us were overjoyed to discover that
these controls could be deactivated easily. From the driver's seat, the gently curved dash puts
all controls within easy reach. The high seating position, however, means much of the
switchgear is well out of the field of vision, necessitating more than a glance away from the
road to adjust the climate controls or fumble for the diminutive stereo buttons. The cruise
controls on the tilt steering wheel are close at hand, as are the door-mounted window switches
that seemed to defy logic: The natural down depress sends the windows up-and vice versa. The
upholstered window ledge provides a comfortable perch for the driver's left elbow, and the
optional center storage console is quite convenient for stowing small packages or a purse,
though some drivers felt it hindered pass-through access to the second-row seats. Legroom is
abundant for first- and second-row passengers. Those sentenced to rear-seat duty found their

quarters slightly confined once they climbed ungracefully past the middle seats. Ford's hard at
work designing one now. Storage nooks and cupholders abound, creating plenty of places to
tuck away small toys and other necessary travel items. A full 23 percent of the survey
respondents listed their occupation as "retired" and 21 percent answered "homemaker. Looking
closer we found that retirees wished the seats reclined further for comfortable napping on long
trips. Parents were united in a request for one cupholder per passenger and additional storage.
It's no surprise that owners rated comfort highly, ranking it as the second most-liked Windstar
attribute, while handling took top honors. Praise for the carlike ride peppered our logbook as
staff members marveled at how the heavy, boxy Windstar drove like a large sedan, albeit with a
healthy dose of body roll. One editor wrote, "The ride is so smooth, the Windstar moves like a
graceful hippo on ice skates. The optional air suspension smoothed out the road commendably,
but the rear shocks needed replacement at miles under warranty. Owners had similar feelings
about the minivan's agility, as a man from Massachusetts wrote: "The ride is very good. The
Windstar handles almost as well as a car. Motivation for our '95 Windstar came from the only
available engine, an eager 3. An impressive torque peak of pound-feet is reached by rpm,
allowing the pound minivan to launch mph in Despite its mass, the Windstar feels quick, able to
merge and pass with ease. Of the surveyed owners, For '96, the 3. Survey respondents reported
a relatively high number of problems; brakes topped the list, with electrical-system troubles and
unexplained car noises tying for a distant second. The most frequent complaint to surface in
our logbook concerned the condition of the brakes. In traffic, the stopping distance seemed to
grow disturbingly long, necessitating caution. We had the brakes checked at 10, miles, and the
dealer determined that they were within factory specs. At 15, they were checked again; the rear
drum cylinders were found to be leaking fluid, and consequently the brakes were repaired under
warranty. The Windstar's mph test result of feet is about midpack in the minivan field. At 15,
miles, we also had transmission slippage investigated. Leaks and a malfunctioning switch were
to blame, and the dealer performed a warrantied repair. While we were pleased with the fair cost
and reasonable fuel economy, the greatest single complaint among owners was the gas
mileage. In a July '94 minivan comparison we stated that "Ford has done its homework well,
creating a minivan that dese
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rves to be on every buyer's test-drive list. However, with a new Caravan to compare the
Windstar to, it seems as if Ford has a new benchmark to surpass. A sweeping dash houses
logically placed instruments and switches. Dual airbags are standard; rear-area air-conditioning
and radio controls are optional. Although it lacks a second sliding door, the Windstar's flexible
seating arrangement accommodates up to seven people or two people and cubic feet of cargo.
The standard 3. For '96, buyers can choose from a 3. Close Ad. Watch Originals. Join
MotorTrend. Scott Killeen photographer Jeff Bartlett writer. Types of mechanical problems
Brakes Specific Complaints Gas mileage 9. Specific Likes Handling What Changes Would You
Like? Left-side sliding door 8. Purchase Considerations What influenced you to consider a
Windstar? Axle ratio 3. Dimensions Wheelbase, in. Performance Acceleration, , sec Maintenance
Total mileage 26, Test mileage 25, Fuel consumed, gal. Share on Facebook Share on Twitter.

