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Originally intended to replace the company's iconic , the combined the power, poise, and
handling of a sports car with the refinement, comfort, and equipment of a luxury sedan. Porsche
executives believed such a flagship would have wider appeal than the compact By the late s
Porsche had firmly established itself as a manufacturer of high-performance sports cars.
Executives, including owner Ferdinand Porsche , were beginning to consider adding a luxury
touring car to the line-up due to the need of a car using less fuel and being more usable in the
wake of the s oil crisis. Managing director Ernst Fuhrmann was pressuring Ferdinand to
approve development of the new model due to concerns that the then-current flagship model,
the , was reaching the limits of its potential. Fuhrmann believed that the future of the company
relied upon grand touring cars with conventional engines rather than unconventional sports
cars. Slumping sales of the in the mids seemed to confirm that the model was approaching the
end of its economic life cycle. This would set it apart from the , with its relatively spartan interior
and true sports car performance. The targets were that the car had to compete on par with
offerings from Mercedes-Benz and BMW while also being successful in the United States,
Porsche's main market at the time. Ordered by Ferdinand Porsche to design a
production-feasible concept for the new model, Fuhrmann initiated a design study in ,
eventually yielding the which was the first clean sheet design by the company for its own
model; the had evolved from the Volkswagen Beetle , the was an evolution of the , the was a
joint effort intended as a replacement for the Volkswagen Karmann Ghia and , and the was the
result of abandoned project by Volkswagen and Audi. Several drivetrain layouts were
considered during early development, including rear and mid-engine designs , but most were
dismissed because of technical and legislative difficulties. Having the engine, transmission,
catalytic converter s and exhaust all cramped into a small rear engine bay made emission and
noise control difficult which were the problems Porsche had with the After deciding that the
mid-engine layout did not allow enough room in the passenger compartment, a front-engine,
rear-wheel drive layout was chosen. Porsche may have feared that the U. The Porsche board
objected as this move would give rise to a rumour of a new with a front-mounted six cylinder
engine, but also it is theorized that the board wanted to maintain some distance from the
Volkswagen group. The resulting all-alloy M28 engine has multiple unusual features. Its bore
spacing is mm, and uses thick aluminium cylinder barrels, hence the lower displacement. The
engine was designed for air flow first, thus the spark plugs are located at the top of the head.
The four-bolt bearings are sizeable and are fed oil via grooves in the bottom surface of the
block. The oil and water pumps are driven by the timing belt, and the design of the engine
allows for sufficient air flow with a low bonnet. The first two running prototypes of Porsche's
M28 V8 used one four-barrel carburetor for initial testing. Actual production cars employed the
planned Bosch K-Jetronic fuel injection system. When increasing concern within the company
over price and availability of fuel during the oil crisis of the s became an issue of contention,
smaller engines were considered in the interest of fuel economy. A push began for the
development of a 3. Both sides finally settled on a 4. The finished car debuted at the Geneva
Motor Show before going on sale later that year as a model. Although it won early acclaim for its
comfort, power and futuristic design, sales were slow. Base prices were much higher than that
of the previous range-topping model and the 's front-engined, water-cooled design alienated
many Porsche purists. Fuhrmann's replacement, Peter Schutz, decided that the models should
be sold side by side, feeling that the still had potential in the company's line-up. Although it
never sold in the numbers Fuhrmann envisioned, the developed an avid following and had an
year production run. The featured a large, front-mounted and water-cooled V8 engine driving the
rear wheels. Originally displacing 4. Porsche upgraded the engine from mechanical to electronic
fuel injection in for US models, although power remained the same. This design marked a major
change in direction for Porsche started with the introduction of the in , whose cars had until
then used only rear- or mid-mounted air-cooled flat engines with four or six cylinders. Although
it weighed more than the difficult-to-handle , its more neutral weight balance and higher power
output gave it similar performance on the track. The was regarded as the more relaxing car to
drive at the time. It came with either a five-speed dog leg manual transmission , or a
Mercedes-Benz -derived automatic transmission , originally with three speeds, with four-speed
from in North America and in other markets. It had a substantial luggage area accessed via a
large hatchback. The new polyurethane elastic bumpers were integrated into the nose and tail
and covered in body-coloured plastic; an unusual feature for the time that aided the car visually
and reduced its drag. Another unusual feature were the pop-up headlamps which were based on
the units found on the Lamborghini Miura and were integrated into the front wings. Both rear
seats could be folded down to enlarge the luggage area, and both the front and rear seats had
sun visors for occupants. The rear seats are small due to the prominent transmission hump and
have very little leg room; they are only suitable for adults on very short trips or children. The

was also the first vehicle in which the instrument cluster moved along with the adjustable
steering wheel in order to maintain maximum instrument visibility. The included several other
features such as the " Weissach Axle ", a simple rear-wheel steering system that provides
passive rear-wheel steering to increase stability while braking during a turn, and an unsleeved,
silicon alloy engine block made of aluminium, which reduced weight and provided a highly
durable cylinder bore. This is regarded as proof of how advanced the was, compared to its
contemporaries. Styling was the same in both and , with the body lacking both front and rear
spoilers. From in North America through , front and rear spoilers were present on "S" models,
rear spoilers being integrated into the hatch. From through , the front spoiler was integrated
into the nose and the rear spoiler became a separated wing rather than an integrated piece, and
side skirts were added. The rear tail-light configuration was also different from previous models.
GTS models had wider rear fenders added to give more room for 9-inch wide wheels. Another
easily noticeable visual difference between versions is the style of the wheels. Early s had inch
or inch "phone dial"-style wheels, while most s s had inch slotted "flat disc" wheels, CSs, SEs
and GTs had inch "Club Sport" wheels, later GTs had inch "Design 90" style wheels which were
also option on same period S4s shared with the as well , the GTS used two variations of the
inch "CUP" wheels. Porsche introduced a refreshed S into the European market in model year,
although it was summer of and MY before the model reached North America. Externally, the S
wore new front and rear spoilers and sported wider wheels and tires than the older variant, but
the main change for the S was under the hood, where a revised 4. From to , the S model was
called S2 in United Kingdom. These cars used Bosch LH-Jetronic fuel injection system and
purely electronic Bosch ignition, the same systems used on the later valve cars, though without
the pollution controls. Due to low grade fuel, the valve low compression S engine was made for
Australian market in the model year. It had a 9. As the faster European model was not available
in the United States and Canada during the first three years of its existence, a "Competition
Group" option was created to allow North American customers to have an S model lookalike
with front and rear spoilers, inch flat disc wheels, sport seats, sport springs and Bilstein Shock
Absorbers. Customers could specify paint and interior colours the same way as on a normal
Two cars were made in the late model year for U. The package was officially available in and
model years and was canceled in when the S model became available for these markets. Many
cars have had S model features added by subsequent owners, making original "Competition
Group" cars difficult to distinguish without checking option codes. In the model year, two
special models were available for different markets. Unusual features were champagne gold
metallic paint, matching brushed gold flat disc wheels, two-tone leather interior, a plaque
containing the production number on the dash and the extremely collectible three-piece
Porsche luggage set. It's believed these cars were not made with S spoilers even though these
were available in U. The "Weissach Edition" option was also available for the US market for the
model year and for the model year. This model is also sometimes referred to as the "Ferry
Porsche Edition" because his signature was embroidered into the front seats. It featured meteor
metallic paint and was fitted with flat disc wheels, wine red leather and special striped fabric
seat centers. Similar and specials were also made for world markets. Porsche updated the North
American S for , replacing the 4. Seats were also updated to a new style, these cars are
sometimes unofficially called S3 to distinguish them from valve "S" models. European models
kept a 4. In , revised suspension settings, larger brakes with 4-piston callipers and modified
exhaust system was available on the S, marking the final changes to old body style cars. These
were straight from the S4, which was slated to debut a few months later. These changes came
starting from VIN , which means that the first thousand cars had the old brakes, but later cars
had this equipment available. The S4 variant debuted in the second half of as a model, an
updated version of the 5. S4 was much closer to being a truly world car than previous models
as only major differences for North American models were instrumentation in either kilometers
or miles, lighting, front and rear bumper shocks and the availability of catalytic converters in
many other markets. Even this was achieved without engine changes. This model was the toned
down version of the factory prototype which had a lightened body. Also in , the factory made
five white lightweight S4 models with a manual transmission for racecar drivers who were on
their payroll at the time Derek Bell, Jochen Mass, Hans Stuck, Bob Wollek and Jacky Ickx. These
were close to same as later actual Club Sport models and can also be considered prototypes for
it. An SE sometimes called the S4 Sport due to model designation on rear bumper , a sort of
halfway point between a normally equipped S4 and the more race-oriented Club Sport, became
available for the UK market. It's generally believed that these cars have more power than the
usual S4. Some of them had stronger, short ratio manual transmission. The automatic
transmission was not available for this model. For the model year, a visible change inside was
digital trip computer in the dashboard. In terms of equipment, the GT was like the SE, having

more equipment than a Club Sport model but less than a S4 to keep the weight down somewhat.
This system is much like the one from the flagship and gives the vehicle even more grip on the
track. In , the S4 was no longer available with a manual transmission. The S4 and GT variants
halted production at the end of the model year, making way for the final version of the The GTS
was available for sale in late as a model in Europe and in spring of as an early model in North
America. Changed bodywork , larger front brakes and a new, more powerful 5. This severely
hampered sales despite the model's high competency and long standard equipment list. Total
worldwide production for all years was a little over 61, cars. Second-hand models' value
decreased as a result of high maintenance costs due to spare parts that are expensive to
manufacture. Many parts suppliers and enthusiast networks exist, especially in the United
States, Germany and the UK. The evolution of the during its 18 years of production was quite
subtle. The tables below show the major differences, which were made to the nose, tail, interior,
engine, and wheels. All production numbers are approximate figures collected from several
sources. Porsche hasn't published actual numbers. Cars with higher production number than or
exist. Most were Australian and Japanese models. GT production started in around February
The Porsche was a special edition presented by the company as a gift to Ferry Porsche on his
75th birthday in Three years later, in , the lengthened that had been presented to the company's
founder on his 75th birthday turned up as a "Feasibility Study", now with a second rather
narrow set of doors , apparently opening in the same way as the suicide doors seen on the later
Mazda RX In Porsche together with tuning company AMG made a few long wheelbase specials.
Unlike the , these had normal headlights. ASC was later partly responsible for manufacturing
Porsche S2 cabriolets. Porsche's Racing Department never officially entered or prepared a
racing for a pure works entry. Only once Porsche decided to make it obvious to the enthusiasts
that they usually tended to underrate the racing genes of the In order not to offend sensibilities
of their traditional customers by openly challenging them with a Works GTR offering, Porsche
asked Max Moritz Racing, their longtime private racing partner from next door Reutlingen to
enter a GTR Cup as a 'semi-works' car. The car was officially entered by
Porsche-Club-Schwaben. Lagaay reports that the car was very competitive and able to hold
most Cup GTs down, although the engine was no more than fine-tuned after having been
chosen from a set of high power output specimen in Weissach. In the last race of the season at
Hockenheim a crank-bearing ran dry. As the car was supposed to race in as well, it was made
ready to continue its successful competition in the season. A fresh engine was installed,
selected from the same lot of high output engines and tuned as before. In Porsche's production
came to an end, and the car consequently was not raced in the new season. The late Max Moritz
himself then added the car to his collection of historic vehicles. For the 24 hours of Daytona ,
Porsche sent one of its experimental "All-aluminium" S to the Brumos Racing Team to be
prepared with specific instruction not to modify the car in any way. Porsche wanted to promote
the performance of the to North America. During practice for the hour race the drivers found the
car to be somewhat unstable on the high banks of Daytona and wanted to add a rear wing to the
car; Porsche denied the request. The Brumos team tinkered with the suspension set up to make
the car more stable. The car finished in 15th overall and 4th in the GTO class. One driver stated
in an interview later on, that were it not for a lengthy pit stop to fix some body damage, they
would have finished in the top 5 overall. The car was then returned to Porsche and is now in the
Porsche Museum. The same car also competed in k races at Spa, Brands Hatch and Silverstone
in , but with little success. It has been rumored that the Raymond Boutinaud S was also an
"all-aluminium" car from Porsche but that has been unfounded. This would turn That made 's S4
the fastest non-turbocharged production car in the world. Carl Fausett set the current world
record as the fastest Porsche in recorded history. Fausett placed third in the Open Division in
both and again in , where he was also the fastest 2WD car. Today the entire Pikes Peak Highway
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Commons has media related to Porsche Boxster Last year's Sponsors this year's sponsors are
being confirmed. This Year's Vendors tentative. The Owners Club includes hundreds of owners
worldwide, and is the result of work by many activists. Their knowledge and inspiration comes

from gatherings and activities organized at the grass-roots level all over the world. They have
learned of the enormous strength, interest and understanding in the owner community. The
Frenzy organizers and the community thank the Owner's Club for sponsoring our event last
year. Classic 9 Leather Shop specializes in restoration of Porsche , , , and dashboards and
leather interior work. While they specialize in Porsche, they also do convertible tops, vinyl tops,
and custom interiors for virtually any vehicle. Using Porsche spec leather and vinyl, each cover
is hand made by professional leather craftsmen with over 25 years of experience designing and
installing leather automotive interiors. In addition to their interior products and services Classic
9 Leather Shop offers a line of hood liners for Porsche and several other marques. While many
of their clients select genuine Porsche specification leather and vinyl material and colors, they
also offer Alcantara Ultrasuede, domestic leather and vinyl, or any material and color of your
choice. Contrasting seam colors are also available to enhance the look and fine workmanship of
the stitching. Read about their work in the September issue of Excellence Magazine See more
pictures of the s restoration here. Their primary focus is to empower owners with access to the
strength of our member's knowledge. Their club is dedicated to insure that your beautiful car
doesn't become an orphan, and that you get the most possible pleasure of ownership. They are
completely independent of any other organization or business. Ownership of a is required to be
a policy-level member of the Owners Club. Their strength is in their membership. Again this
year, OC is slated to sponsor the Frenzy shirts. Thirteen years after production ended, this
phenomenal motorcar is rapidly disappearing from view An anomaly in the Porsche world, the
front-engined is often ignored by those yearning for the panache of the Porsche marque at
'preowned' prices, but it's amaz
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ingly affordable. And the Shark continues to devour lesser fish like, say, 's and Corvettes on
racing tracks around the world. Let them help you discover the joys of taming your own Shark!
Your Source for Parts. Every year, vendors come to Frenzy to showcase their products or
services and provide a hands-on opportunity to get a better idea of the oem parts, performance
parts, accessories and maintenance items that are available to owners. Last year was the 23rd
consecutive year for Specialists to sponsor the Frenzy. What's more is that Dave Roberts,
Specialists' owner and founder, has attended nearly every Frenzy - from the first Frenzy over 20
years ago. Each year Specialists have traveled to the event, set up an array of factory parts,
performance parts, and accessories; helped with tech advice, and generously contributed great
door prizes. Year after year, Frenzy has benefited from their presence. Questions, comments or
suggestions? Please email the Frenzy Organizers at info frenzy.

