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This article was co-authored by Ricardo Mitchell. Ricardo has over 10 years of electrical and
construction experience and his partners have over 30 years of relevant experience. This article
has 11 testimonials from our readers, earning it our reader-approved status. This article has
been viewed , times. Sometimes these fuses require testing to check that they are still in good
working order. Testing fuses can be done using a multimeter, and doing so is both fast and
easy to learn. Before you test a fuse with a multimeter, turn off the equipment and remove the
fuse by pulling it straight out of its slot. Turn the meter to ohms, then touch the positive and
negative leads together and check the reading. Next, put one lead on each end of the fuse and
check the reading. If the reading is close to the one you got when you touched the positive and
negative leads, the fuse is fine. Did this summary help you? Yes No. We've been helping billions
of people around the world continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Every
dollar contributed enables us to keep providing high-quality how-to help to people like you.
Please consider supporting our work with a contribution to wikiHow. Log in Social login does
not work in incognito and private browsers. Please log in with your username or email to
continue. No account yet? Create an account. We use cookies to make wikiHow great. By using
our site, you agree to our cookie policy. Cookie Settings. Learn why people trust wikiHow.
Download Article Explore this Article parts. Tips and Warnings. Related Articles. Article
Summary. Part 1 of Understand fuses. Fuses are really just wires that are designed not to last,
but their purpose is to prevent damage to more valuable electrical equipment or prevent fires
especially in homes caused by power surges. If too much power runs through the fuse, it will
"burn out," quite literally, and open the circuit, preventing the current from flowing through the
circuit. There are several varieties of fuses, but their differences are primarily in appearance.
Here is a description of the two you are most likely to see: The cartridge fuse is a cylindrical
fuse that has been common in a wide variety of devices for many years, from homes to small
electronic devices. They have metal contact or terminal points on either end and consist
primarily of a tube that contains the wire. They vaguely resemble the plug of a power cord, with
two metal prongs emanating from a plastic housing that contains the wire. Previously, most
vehicles also contained small glass cartridge fuses. Blade fuses plug conveniently into banks,
and relatively little space is required to house a large number of them together. Learn how a
multimeter works. Multimeters measure AC and DC voltage, electrical resistance, and the flow
of current. For testing a fuse, you can either use it to measure the continuity which tests if the
circuit is complete or the ohms which tests resistance. When testing resistance in a circuit, the
meter will transmit a small quantity of electricity from its own battery and then measure the
amount that passes through the circuit or object. Understand why you must test fuses. Testing
fuses is the simplest way to examine what is going on in the electrical systems of your car or
home, and for that reason, it is a vital skill to possess. It is easier to test fuses than it is to test
other electrical equipment. Other components in your car or home involve complex wiring
systems that run on for some length. In addition, most car parts can only be tested at repair
shops, and to do so will usually cost quite a lot of money. Testing fuses with a multimeter is
comparatively simple to do, and the equipment involved is cheap and easy to operate. Many
types of fuses allow for visual confirmation that the fuse is still functional. They are made clear
so that you can see if the wire remains intact. If the translucent area is blackened, it is usually
because the fuse has burned out. However, some fuses will create that blackened stain after
only slightly overheating, and that may have even been the result of an unnoticed incident
weeks or months earlier. If a device is not working, you should test the fuses. If the fuses are all
still working, there is likely a more serious problem and it may be time to call on an expert. Part
2 of Turn the equipment off and remove the fuse. Make sure the device, equipment, or vehicle is
turned off before the fuse is removed. To remove the fuse, simply pull it straight out of the slot.
Turn the meter on and set it to measure continuity. Turn the dial on the multimeter so it points
to the continuity setting, which looks like 5 curved vertical lines. Put one lead on each end of
the fuse and look at the display. Because the fuse is little more than a single wireâ€”and no
complex parts to worry aboutâ€”it does not matter which side receives the positive or negative
lead. Test the fuse. Listen for the multimeter to beep continuously as you hold the probes
against the fuse. Then put the probes on either side of the fuse and check if the reading is
similar. If it is, then the fuse works properly. If the multimeter reads "Open" or "Not complete," it
means the fuse is broken. Ricardo Mitchell. When a fuse is broken, it reads the circuit is not
complete, so it reads an open line. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 3. What should I do if I have a circuit
that reads 0 ohms but continually blows fuses? Well, your circuit is putting out too much power
for your multimeter to read. I would recommend lowering your power source's output through
resistors or adding additional places for electricity to flow. Not Helpful 10 Helpful Yes, you can,
provided that the source is cut-off from the fuse itself. Not Helpful 7 Helpful Oleg Ivanchenko.
The rating of the fuse determines the maximum amount of amperage that could go through it,

the resistance ohms do not matter as long as it's not OL. Not Helpful 6 Helpful The meter will
read OL if the fuse is bad. Any reading other than OL or a blank screen tells you the fuse is
good. Not Helpful 16 Helpful What do I do if the reading is A reading of So if you get Not Helpful
8 Helpful 8. Why is a blown fuse showing v when I use a voltmeter on both ends of the fuse?
This is because the blown fuse allows there to be a voltage differential between the two sides. A
good fuse would have shown zero volts. Not Helpful 0 Helpful 4. Unanswered Questions. Using
a test light to check a fuse that appears not to work but changing the connection to a positive
source touching the same fuse and the test light goes on. If a fuse blows does that mean there's
problem with the amp? Include your email address to get a message when this question is
answered. By using this service, some information may be shared with YouTube. Household
installations these days shouldn't really be protected by just fuses. Modern circuit breakers and
protective devices are fuse-less and much safer. Consider having an old fuse installation
upgraded to modern standards. Helpful 1 Not Helpful 0. Regarding car fuses, most cars use a
colored 'blade' type fuse, and looking at the top of the fuse in situ in the fuse box will show that
the metal strip that runs along the visible top of the fuse will either be intact fuse good or
broken fuse blown. Never test a fuse on equipment that is still on. Helpful 0 Not Helpful 2. Never
replace a blown or suspect fuse with one of a higher rating. The rating ensures that the current
can pass through the wiring safely. Always replace a fuse with the same rating as or a lower
rating than the old one. Helpful 0 Not Helpful 0. Related wikiHows How to. How to. About This
Article. Co-authored by:. Co-authors: Updated: November 18, Article Summary X Before you test
a fuse with a multimeter, turn off the equipment and remove the fuse by pulling it straight out of
its slot. Italiano: Testare un Fusibile con un Multimetro. Nederlands: Een zekering testen met
een multimeter. Thanks to all authors for creating a page that has been read , times. This article
really helped me on how to test a fuse and hopefully save me hundreds of dollars in repairs by
just replacing a blown fuse. Rated this article:. Scott Basham Apr 25, Great stuff, many thanks.
Eloy Pol Mar 24, Thanks a lot. Bill Hinton Jul 3, James Kennedy May 25, Feb 22, Exactly what I
wanted. Thanks a million. Dave K. Nov 23, Anonymous Oct 4, Anonymous May 30, Obi Alex Jul
26, Nathan Sean Cantra Jul 19, More reader stories Hide reader stories. Did this article help
you? Cookies make wikiHow better. By continuing to use our site, you agree to our cookie
policy. David Wright Jun 1, Share yours! More success stories Hide success stories. Related
Articles How to. By signing up you are agreeing to receive emails according to our privacy
policy. Follow Us. X Help us do more We've been helping billions of people around the world
continue to learn, adapt, grow, and thrive for over a decade. Let's do this! Thank you for visiting
the Walmart Inc. This Site is intended to provide you with information about our company,
including press releases, investor information, community giving, diversity, sustainability and
more. This Policy applies only with respect to information collected through this Site. Please
note that corporate. Please review the following basic rules that govern your use of our Site the
"Agreement". Your use of our Site constitutes your unconditional agreement to follow and be
bound by these Terms of Use. Although you may "bookmark" a particular portion of this Site
and thereby bypass this Agreement, your use of this Site still binds you to these terms. Walmart
reserves the right to update or modify these Terms of Use at any time without prior notice. Your
use of the Site following any such change constitutes your unconditional agreement to follow
and be bound by the Terms of Use as changed. For this reason, we encourage you to review the
Terms of Use whenever you use the Site. All materials on this Site â€” including, for example, all
of the page headers, images, text, illustrations, formats, logos, designs, icons, photographs,
programs, and video or audio clips collectively, the "Contents" â€” are intended solely for
personal, non-commercial use. You may access, view, download, print or copy the Contents
and other materials displayed on the Site for your personal, non-commercial use only; provided,
however, that you 1 retain all copyright, trademark or other proprietary designations contained
on all Contents; 2 do not modify or alter the Contents in any way; and 3 do not provide or make
available the Contents to any third party. No right, title or interest in any viewed, copied or
downloaded Content is transferred to you as a result of your use of this Site. Walmart owns and
reserves all rights, title and interest in and to the intellectual property rights in any Content you
access on this Site. Any other use, including the reproduction, modification, distribution,
transmission, republication, display, or performance, of the Content on the Site is strictly
prohibited. Walmart and Wal-Mart are registered trademarks of Walmart. Walmart may terminate,
change, suspend or discontinue any aspect of this Site, including the availability of any features
of the Site, at any time and without notice. The compilation meaning the collection,
arrangement, and assembly of all content on the Site is the exclusive property of Walmart and is
also protected by U. Violations of system or network security may result in civil or criminal
liability. Walmart will investigate occurrences that may involve such violations and may involve,
and cooperate with, law enforcement authorities in prosecuting users who are involved in such

violations. You agree not to use any device, software or routine to interfere or attempt to
interfere with the proper working of this Site or any activity being conducted on the Site. You
agree, further, not to use or attempt to use any engine, software, tool, agent or other device or
mechanism including without limitation browsers, spiders, robots, avatars or intelligent agents
to navigate or search this Site other than the search engine and search agents available from
Walmart on this Site and other than generally available third party web browsers e. This
Agreement represents the complete agreement between the parties and supersedes all prior
agreements and representations between them. If any provision of this Agreement is held to be
unenforceable for any reason, such provision shall be reformed only to the extent necessary to
make it enforceable and the other terms of this Agreement shall remain in full force and effect.
The failure of Walmart to act with respect to a breach of this Agreement by you or others does
not constitute a waiver and shall not limit Walmart's rights with respect to such breach or any
subsequent breaches. This Agreement shall be governed by and construed under the
substantive law of the state of Arkansas exclusive of its choice of law provisions. Any action or
proceeding arising out of or related to this Agreement or your use of this Site must be brought
in the state or federal courts of Arkansas. We welcome your comments regarding the Site;
however, all comments, feedback, postcards, suggestions, ideas, or other submissions
disclosed, submitted or offered to Walmart on or by this Site or otherwise disclosed, submitted
or offered in connection with your use of this Site collectively, the "Comments" shall be and
remain Walmart's property. Such disclosure, submission or offer of any Comments shall
constitute an assignment to Walmart of all worldwide rights, titles and interests in all copyrights
and other intellectual properties in the Comments. Thus, Walmart will own exclusively all such
rights, titles and interests and shall not be limited in any way in its use, commercial or
otherwise, of any Comments. Walmart will be entitled to use, reproduce, disclose, publish and
distribute any Comments you submit for any purpose whatsoever, without restriction and
without compensating you in any way. For this reason, we ask that you not send us any
comments that you do not wish to assign to us, including any confidential information or any
original creative materials such as stories, product ideas, computer code or original artwork.
Walmart is and shall be under no obligation 1 to maintain any Comments in confidence; 2 to pay
to user any compensation for any Comments; or 3 to respond to any user Comments. You agree
that no Comments submitted by you to the Site will violate any right of any third party, including
copyright, trademark, privacy or other personal or proprietary right s. You further agree that no
Comments submitted by you to the Site will be or contain libelous or otherwise unlawful,
abusive or obscene material. You are and shall remain solely responsible for the content of any
Comments you make. We have made every effort to display as accurately as possible the colors
of our products that appear on the Site. However, as the actual colors you see will depend on
your monitor, we cannot guarantee that your monitor's display of any color will be accurate.
You agree to defend, indemnify and hold Walmart harmless from and against any and all claims,
damages, costs and expenses, including attorneys' fees, arising from or related to your use of
the Site. These terms are effective unless and until terminated by either you or Walmart. You
may terminate this Agreement at any time, provided that you discontinue any further use of the
Site. Walmart also may terminate this Agreement at any time and may do so immediately
without notice, and accordingly deny you access to the Site, if in Walmart's sole discretion you
fail to comply with any term or provision of this Agreement. Upon any termination of the
Agreement by either you or Walmart, you must promptly destroy all materials downloaded or
otherwise obtained from this Site, as well as all copies of such materials, whether made under
the terms of use or otherwise. Site Use All materials on this Site â€” including, for example, all
of the page headers, images, text, illustrations, formats, logos, designs, icons, photographs,
programs, and video or audio clips collectively, the "Contents" â€” are intended solely for
personal, non-commercial use. All Rights Reserved. General This Agreement represents the
complete agreement between the parties and supersedes all prior agreements and
representations between them. User Comments, Feedback and other Submissions We welcome
your comments regarding the Site; however, all comments, feedback, postcards, suggestions,
ideas, or other submissions disclosed, submitted or offered to Walmart on or by this Site or
otherwise disclosed, submitted or offered in connection with your use of this Site collectively,
the "Comments" shall be and remain Walmart's property. Colors We have made every effort to
display as accurately as possible the colors of our products that appear on the Site.
Indemnification You agree to defend, indemnify and hold Walmart harmless from and against
any and all claims, damages, costs and expenses, including attorneys' fees, arising from or
related to your use of the Site. Termination These terms are effective unless and until
terminated by either you or Walmart. The lowest-priced brand-new, unused, unopened,
undamaged item in its original packaging where packaging is applicable. Packagi
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ng should be the same as what is found in a retail store, unless the item is handmade or was
packaged by the manufacturer in non-retail packaging, such as an unprinted box or plastic bag.
See details for additional description. Skip to main content. About this product. Make an offer:.
Brand new: Lowest price The lowest-priced brand-new, unused, unopened, undamaged item in
its original packaging where packaging is applicable. They open within seconds of being
exposed to overloads and short circuits. See all 3 brand new listings. Buy It Now. Add to cart.
About this product Product Identifiers Brand. Show More Show Less. New New. No ratings or
reviews yet No ratings or reviews yet. Be the first to write a review. You may also like.
Bussmann Industrial Fuses. Bussmann Industrial Fuse Fuse Holders. Bussmann Industrial Fuse
Fuse Blocks. Bussmann Industrial Fuse Fuse Covers. Bussmann Industrial Fuse Fuse Clips.
Bussmann Industrial Fuse Links. Be the first to write a review About this product.

