4 wire ignition switch atv

You can do any of these methods with basic hand tools found in most garages. There are some
pretty simple ways to get around this though. Of course the easiest way is if your machine has a
pull start or kick starter on it. If you do have this option, simply unhook the ignition switch from
the cdi or electrical box. That way the engine will start without needing a key inserted, then start
the engine. This method may work without a pull start or kick start if you can push your
machine to a good pace and pop it into gear. Your other options are:. This is my preferred
method to starting an ATV without the key. Most ignition switches will only have two wires
going into it. On wire is sending power in, and the other wire sends power to the electrical box if
the key is inserted. Simply remove the ignition switch from the equation. You can disassemble
the switch or just cut the two wires leading to it. Be sure to leave enough slack in the wire just
in case you want replace the ignition switch later on. Now connect the two wires and your
electric start should work like always. Remember to connect the wires on the side leading to the
engine not the side leading to the ignition. Some of the newer quads have more than two wires
coming out of the ignition switch, not to worry. A lot of times there will also be a ground wire or
something like that. The two wires you should focus on are red and black. Cut those two wires
and tape them together. Make sure you tape together the ends of the wire leading to the engine
not to the ignition. You may also see a black with white stripe and green wire. These two wires
are shorted together when the key is in the off position. You will need to open that short by
cutting the black with white stripe wire and tapping off the end. Once the black with white stripe
is cut and taped, and the red and black wires and spliced together and taped. You should have
power to your quad as if the key was turned on. You can use your normal electric start and
everything the way it is. You could also tape the black with white stripe wire back together to
prevent anyone from easily starting the quad. Your solenoid should be near your battery and
wiring harness. On some quads you have to remove a side panel to access it. Your solenoid will
have two main wires coming out of it and possibly some other smaller ones, we only care about
the two big wires. You need to lay a wrench or something metal across the two connectors of
the main wires. Then, you should be able to start the quad. If you accidentally touch the frame
or something when doing this, you could cause damage to your electrical parts of the engine.
Basically you just hammer a screwdriver into the ignition and turn it on as if it were the key. The
screwdriver will brake the pins in the lock allowing you to turn the ignition on. This is obviously
the best method in the list. This is more for someone who lost their key, or broke their ignition
trying the screwdriver method. If you can find a replacement from the manufacturer for your
specific machine, that would be the best route, but probably a lot more expensive. You may
have gotten the hotwire job done correctly, but if any of those wires hit the frame and short out
you could have bigger problems. Leave enough slack in the wires to work on them again later
on. Try to avoid cutting the wires to the ignition real close to the ignition itself, or somewhere
that makes it hard to get to the wires. That's me sinking another ATV. I love to ride no matter
what it is, snowmobiles, four wheelers, dirt bikes, and anything else off-roading. I've
experienced my fair share of machines, and like to share that experience here. ATV engines are
very similar to most vehicles. There are a couple of options, but both run with gasoline and
various components to reach a designated fuel-air ratio. If you're an ATV enthusiast or The
clutch system in your ATV is the main connection between your vehicle and the wheels'
controls. It's an important constituent of the overall transmission system that doesn't get much
attention It shows the components of the circuit as simplified shapes, and the capability and
signal friends surrounded by the devices. A wiring diagram usually gives recommendation
practically the relative slant and arrangement of devices and terminals upon the devices, to
incite in building or servicing the device. A pictorial diagram would conduct yourself more detail
of the physical appearance, whereas a wiring diagram uses a more symbolic notation to draw
attention to interconnections higher than innate appearance. A wiring diagram is often used to
troubleshoot problems and to make determined that every the links have been made and that
anything is present. Architectural wiring diagrams measure the approximate locations and
interconnections of receptacles, lighting, and remaining electrical facilities in a building.
Interconnecting wire routes may be shown approximately, where particular receptacles or
fixtures must be on a common circuit. Wiring diagrams use welcome symbols for wiring
devices, usually swing from those used on schematic diagrams. The electrical symbols not only
discharge duty where something is to be installed, but with what type of device is innate
installed. For example, a surface ceiling vivacious is shown by one symbol, a recessed ceiling
lighthearted has a oscillate symbol, and a surface fluorescent lively has option symbol. Each
type of switch has a interchange parable and consequently accomplish the various outlets.
There are symbols that work the location of smoke detectors, the doorbell chime, and
thermostat. A set of wiring diagrams may be required by the electrical inspection authority to
accept association of the address to the public electrical supply system. Wiring diagrams will
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hours to ride a great ATV trail through some beautiful mountains, you get the campsite set up
and you go to unload the ATV and realize you left the key at home. Here is what you need to
know. Only use it on an ATV you legally own for which you do not have a key. Your ATV key is
not some magic trigger that makes everything in the engine work. Once that spark ignites the
engine, assuming your engine is good, then you are good to go, with or without a key. The other
issue is how much you are willing to risk damage to the ATV and how much you are willing to
spend. This one will not work on all ATVs, but if your ATV has an alternative start method that
permits you to do a pull or kick start, this is going to be your best option by far. I am going to
list the different hot wiring guides I have found so you can hopefully determine which one will
work best for your ATV. This option is probably the best and easiest of the hot wiring methods if
is available to you. Just remember to leave some extra wire from the ignition so you can rewire
it if you find or replace your key. This method is not going to work on most ATVs, but you may
get lucky. It will only work on certain ATVs that have an electric starter without an alternative
start method. You might as well give it a try and see if you are able to do it before moving on to
the more advanced hot wiring discussed above. It is usually located on the outside of the
plastic right next to or under the battery and near the wiring harness. A starter solenoid is a
switch that controls a high amp load with a low amp. Starter solenoids come in all different
shapes and sizes, but normally they have a round or square body with two larger and two
smaller wires. The larger wires are for the high amp load and the smaller wires are for the low
amp switch. Once you have located the starter solenoid, you should see two big main wires.
Hopefully, it will be set up so you can jump those two main wires using a wrench. If you can
jump the wires, you should be able to start the ATV. This method requires you to take apart the
ignition so I would only use it if you are planning to get a new ignition to install or if you are
comfortable enough with getting the ignition back together if you plan on it. The point of this
method is to basically line up the ignition the same way turning your key would. Follow these 5
steps to give it a try. This is the first method I saw used to start a vehicle when I was 13 or While
this method works, it is not ideal. Once you have jammed a screwdriver into your ignition, there
is no point in a key because anything you jam in there will turn the ignition. I have also seen
people use one blade of a pair of scissors the same way. I am not sure if one is any better for
your ignition, but I would have to assume there is not much difference. This is definitely your
best option if it is available. If you are in the situation we described above where you are far
from home and simply left your key behind, you may be able to buy a new key from a local
dealer. There should be a code stamped onto the key. If you tell the local dealer that code, they
should be able to make you a new one. A new ignition switch is surprisingly inexpensive and
should be easy to install. If you are not comfortable doing this yourself, you can always take it
to a dealer to have it done for you. He also runs photographyandtravel. When he isn't playing,
his day job consists of owning Huntley Law. This can be extremely frustrating when you are
ready to be out on the open After all, your vehicle is worth a lot to you, and there will be times
when it needs maintenance to continue Skip to content So you have driven five hours to ride a
great ATV trail through some beautiful mountains, you get the campsite set up and you go to
unload the ATV and realize you left the key at home. How do you start an ATV without a key?
Here are 7 ways you can try. Enable the pull or kick start This one will not work on all ATVs, but
if your ATV has an alternative start method that permits you to do a pull or kick start, this is
going to be your best option by far. First, remove the front hood that is covering the electrical
and CDI components. Second, locate the wire that connects the engine to the ignition switch

and remove the plug connecting the wire into the ignition switch. Third, replace the hood.
Fourth, use the pull start or kickstart the ATV, depending what model you have. Option Number
1 Locate the correct two wires coming out of the ignition. This should hopefully be easy
following these steps. The first wire is the fused 12 V DC from the battery. This wire will most
likely be red, but you can confirm by making sure it matches the color on the output side of the
main fuse. You need to eliminate one of the remaining wires. Look at the color of any ground
wire that ties to engine ground with a lug and bolt. Find that same color at the ignition switch
connector in the wiring harness. This is not the wire you want to splice. It is usually green on
most models. Now, you need to find the second wire to eliminate. Look at the color of the kill
switch wire in your wiring harness at the CDI connector. It should be the bottom, middle wire on
the green part of the CDI connector. The most common color for this wire is black with a white
stripe. That should leave only one wire left and that is the second wire that needs to be spliced
with the first wire you identified. Disconnect the ground and kill wires you eliminated above so
that they do not short together and kill your spark Cut the two wires you identified and connect
them with electrical tape. Option Number 2 Locate the wire that connects the solenoid to the
battery. Cut the wire that connects the solenoid to the battery. Locate the red wire coming out of
the battery. Connect the red wire from the battery to the the wires you just cut. Start the ATV. It
typically is connected via 3 Philips screws. Locate and remove the key switch assembly. It is
usually connected via 1 plastic nut. Locate and remove the electrical connector that attaches to
the switch assembly. You should find four female terminals. Locate the terminal with the 12V
wire, which should be solid red. Place a jumper wire between the red 12V wire and the terminal
next to it. This should cause your instrument panel to light up. Install a jumper from the terminal
at the opposite end of the terminal bundle and touch that jumper to the the terminal housing the
12V wire. At this point, the engine should crank, and hopefully start. Once the engine has
started, remove the last jumper that was just touching the 12V. You should now be able to drive
the ATV. When you are done riding, you should be able to shut down the ATV by sliding the kill
switch. Then put the cluster housing cover back on with the three screws. Disassemble the
ignition to manually trigger it This method requires you to take apart the ignition so I would only
use it if you are planning to get a new ignition to install or if you are comfortable enough with
getting the ignition back together if you plan on it. First, you need to get the ignition loose from
your ATV. From there you should see that your ignition is basically a cylinder that separates
into two pieces. Second, you should be able to remove the bottom half of the cylinder that is
connected to the cord leading to your ATV engine. Third, if you look inside the ignition on the
other half of the cylinder, there should be a piece inside with metal connectors on it. Pull that
piece out of the ignition. Fourth, take the piece with the metal connectors and determine how
those metal connectors line up to the connectors on the other portion of the ignition. Fifth, start
the ATV. With the metal connectors in the right position, you should be able to start the ATV
just as though your key was turned. Use scissors or screwdriver This is the first method I saw
used to start a vehicle when I was 13 or Have a replacement key made This is definitely your
best option if it is available. Other Helpful Tips As you have probably realized, most of these
methods are going to require you to have some kind of tools with you to be able to start your
ATV without a key. Some tools, like a screwdriver, may be used t
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o actually start the ATV, while other tools will help you get access to the parts you need. Check
out our recommended gear to see the tools we always like to carry with us. Cutting wires to hot
wire an ATV should only be a last resort. Before you start cutting and rewiring, realize you are
going to cause more problems in your ATV in the long run. It is always smarter to get a new key
made or install a new ignition if that opportunity is available. We discussed above how you can
have a new key made using the code stamped on your current key. I recommend sending it to
yourself in an email and storing it on your phone so you can access it wherever you may be
with your ATV and no key. If you end up going the hotwire route, consider wiring the cut wires
into a toggle switch that replaces the key. If this article has shown you anything, it should be
that it is not that complicated to steal an ATV. Make sure to read our 21 tips to secure your ATV
and avoid getting it stolen. Continue Reading.

