2009 jeep wrangler rubicon review

I bought my 09 Wrangler Unlimited Sahara in June of and will be honest for the most part it was
a great vehicle. It did what I needed it to do getting me wherever I needed to be, protecting my
children and I when we were hit by a drunk driver from behind at nearly 40 miles per hour, and
the touch screen radio with GPS and HDD were wonderful to have for getting to places and not
having a vehicle cluttered with CD's. I rarely took my front top panels off but when I did
everyone loved it cant say how heavy or difficult the back portion was as I never removed it. My
torque converter did go bad at 42K miles thankfully I bought the lifetime warranty on the vehicle
which in and of itself paid for the tranny issue , I had to replace the brakes at 65K miles with the
rear passenger side shoe sticking and needing a-lot of work, the door hinge bushings were
starting to go bad, and finally the O2 sensors which there are 4 of went bad twice. I did truly
love the vehicle. Visibility was great, the ride was smooth for a 4x4 and it was easy to handle.
My main reason for getting rid of it is that the gas mileage is lower than I would have liked and I
travel a-lot. I never got more than 21 mpg on the highway and roughly 50k of the 75k miles I put
on it were highway. If you want a fun 4X4 and can get past the lack of mpg and a little less than
desirable power the was a good vehicle at least for me. I have had my Wrangler 4-door Sahara
for 3 months and have had no problems. I have a long daily commute to work, but since I
bought my wrangler I don't mind the 68 mile round trip. This Jeep is fun to drive. The 3. My
hardtop has no water leaks and is surprisingly quiet at highway speeds. The standard 18"
Bridgestone tires are the best rain tires I have ever driven. No snow here in LA Lower Alabama
but we have plenty of rain. The Jeep is not fast and the fuel economy is poor. But the Jeep
wrangler, regardless of the trim, is the best off road vehicle that I have ever drive. My first
experience was in the jungles of Panama. I saw a Jeep wrangler assigned to the us embassy
negotiating hard terrain. After that I promised I would get one. I planned on buying a base
Wrangler X and tricking it out myself. My wife talked me out of it a said to get a 2dr Sahara.
Thankfully I listened to her. The convenience features are great. The ride is good and the quality
is among the best vehicles I've owned. The freedom top is easy to use. I had the Dual Top
Group and have no intention of using the soft top. Hopefully, this will add some much needed
power. I would buy another one in a heartbeat and recommend it to anyone that is looking to
add some fun to their daily drive. I had no idea this much fun could be had on four wheels. Read
some of the reviews on this forum, and from what I understand most of them don't understand
what they got themselves into. Please don't consider buying a jeep unless you understand your
purchase. You aren't buying a luxury car, you are buying one of the finest off roading, highly
versatile vehicles on the road today. People that complain about water leaks probably don't
understand how to correctly install their top. All and all this is an awesome vehicle to own.
Popular searches. My notifications My Account. More about the Wrangler. View Photos. List
Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Filter by: All ratings 5 stars 4 stars 3 stars 2 stars 1
star. Spoiled brats won't like. Items per page:. Write a review See all Wranglers for sale.
Sponsored cars related to the Wrangler. Sign Up. The Jeep Wrangler can't be beat for heritage,
image and no-compromises off-road ability. But compared to some other SUVs, it lacks
refinement and power. Baseball superstar Manny Ramirez gets away with a lot -- he's been
known to disappear behind Fenway's Green Monster during pitching changes to relieve himself
or talk on his cell phone. The Jeep Wrangler also gets away with a lot, too. By nearly all
conventional measures, it's a horrid passenger vehicle that seems to combine the worst of all
worlds. It's slow yet gets poor gas mileage, it rides stiffly yet handles poorly and the cabin
features an abundance of hard plastic along with doors that provide all the crash protection of a
trash can. However, the Jeep Wrangler is the vehicular equivalent of the quirky Manny being
Manny -- it too is cut major slack because it's very good at what it does. Rather than being able
to consistently get the big hit, the Jeep Wrangler consistently is a hit in areas where other SUVs
fear to tread and with outdoorsy folks who want nothing less than the most capable off-road
vehicle available. Without question, the Jeep Wrangler is for those who want to reach the most
remote locations possible using something with four wheels and a roof rather than four legs
with hooves. They probably also love the macho image associated with this icon that's been
around in one form or another since the s. A number of unique features contribute to the
Wrangler's charm and formidable rough-terrain abilities. If you're looking for the most
invigorating exposure to the great outdoors this side of a dual-sport motorcycle, this is your
ride. The top goes down, the doors come off and the windshield can fold down onto the hood
albeit with great effort. Meanwhile, the If the Wrangler can't get you there, then you should
probably consider traveling by helicopter. Those willing to give up a little mountain goat-like
agility off the beaten path in exchange for more passenger and cargo space have the four-door
Wrangler model, called the Unlimited. Even if you choose the Wrangler Unlimited, don't expect
anything nearly as comfortable or quiet as other Jeeps and SUVs. Should your trail-busting
requirements be somewhat less heroic, consider the Nissan Xterra or the Toyota FJ Cruiser, as

they offer plenty of off-road ability and macho image without requiring one to put up with
Wrangler being Wrangler. It's offered in three trim levels X, Sahara and Rubicon and two body
styles regular two-door and the extended-wheelbase, four-door Unlimited. Regular doors are
standard, but customers can opt for half-doors with plastic windows if they wish on either body
style's X or Rubicon trim. The basic Wrangler X is very spartan, although hill start assist and a
CD player with an auxiliary audio jack are standard. An optional "B" package adds
air-conditioning, upgraded cloth seats and a full-length center console. In addition to having
many of the Wrangler X's optional features as standard including the Sunrider top , the
Wrangler Sahara features inch alloy wheels, body-color fenders, a heavy-duty suspension and
upgraded seat fabric. Options for the Sahara include inch alloy wheels and a hard-drive-based
navigation system with digital music storage capability. Last, there's the trail-busting Wrangler
Rubicon. This model's equipment level falls in between the X and the Sahara but features
special drivetrain upgrades for improved off-road ability, electronically disconnecting stabilizer
bars and exclusive BFGoodrich off-road tires. All Jeep Wranglers are powered by a 3. The
engine produces horsepower and pound-feet of torque. Most Wranglers come with four-wheel
drive, complete with high and low gears, although the Unlimited can be had with rear-wheel
drive only. In testing, we've found that a Wrangler Unlimited takes a longish 9. Another Wrangler
Unlimited we tested took a sluggish Towing capacity when properly equipped is 2, pounds for
the Wrangler, 3, pounds for the Wrangler Unlimited. The towing package also includes trailer
sway control, which utilizes the standard stability control system to help prevent the tail from
wagging the dog. Wrangler Rubicons have heavy-duty axles, a Rock-Trac transfer case with
extra-low gearing, and electronically locking front and rear differentials. All Wranglers feature
antilock brakes, stability control with a rollover sensor and hill start assist. Front-seat side
airbags are optional. In government crash testing, the Jeep Wrangler earned a perfect five stars
in frontal-impact protection. Similarly, the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety awarded the
Wrangler its highest rating of "Good" for frontal offset impacts. However, without the optional
side airbags, the Wrangler's side impact crashworthiness was deemed "Poor" for the two-door
the IIHS's worst rating possible and only "Marginal" for the four-door Unlimited the second
lowest rating. The Jeep Wrangler, especially in Rubicon guise, is pretty much unstoppable in
off-road situations. This is also true for the Unlimited, although its size and weight prevent it
from being as maneuverable on tight trails as the two-door model. Although the Wrangler was
bred for rugged mountain trails, it is surprisingly fun to drive around the city. Its steering is light
but provides plenty of feedback through its thin-rimmed wheel. The V6 has respectable low-end
torque but quickly runs out of breath and is thus completely gutless on the highway and when
trying to accelerate quickly. The Wrangler's brakes also leave much to be desired, with long
stopping distances. Much like the rest of the Wrangler, its interior is of the rough-and-tumble
variety. Although niceties like power windows and a navigation system can be added, this is
still a vehicle designed to play in the dirt and mud and then be easily cleaned. We're not sure if
there is a cause and effect relationship at work here, but the plastics are subsequently hard and
unwelcoming -- particularly those that make up the armrests. It's best to throw out any normal
interior comfort or quality expectations when buying a Wrangler; otherwise, you might find
yourself regretting your purchase. Whereas the two-door Wrangler's backseat can fit only two,
the Unlimited has room for three. The four-door offers 86 cubic feet of cargo space when the
second-row seats are folded. The cargo area can also be opened up to greet the sky via the
removal of the convertible top. The soft top's operation, however, is rather complicated, with
multiple steps involving a variety of clips, clamps, catches, straps, rods and zippers, and people
short in stature might find the process especially challenging. The soft top also lacks security -car thieves can access the cargo area simply by undoing a window zipper. Doing so could save
you hundreds or thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership
sales and service reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and
where to buy them. Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a used
car from our massive database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you
have identified a used vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports,
read dealer reviews, and find out what other owners paid for the Used Jeep Wrangler. Is it better
to lease or buy a car? Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to
go. And from a financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly
payments, pay off the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand,
can be a less expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone
who likes to drive a new car every three years or so. Check out Jeep lease specials Check out
Jeep Wrangler lease specials. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features
Save. View Photos. Appraise this car. Noisy with standard soft top, finicky soft top operation,
mediocre acceleration and on-road handling, no power mirrors, too many hard plastic contact

points, security issues with zippered windows, poor side-impact crash test ratings without side
airbags. Other years. List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review.
Vehicle overview. For the Jeep Wrangler and Wrangler Unlimited receive a handful of upgrades,
including hill start assist, trailer sway control and a small storage net under the center stack.
Read more. Write a review See all 69 reviews. Great Fun but Time to Move On. I bought my 09
Wrangler Unlimited Sahara in June of and will be honest for the most part it was a great vehicle.
It did what I needed it to do getting me wherever I needed to be, protecting my children and I
when we were hit by a drunk driver from behind at nearly 40 miles per hour, and the touch
screen radio with GPS and HDD were wonderful to have for getting to places and not having a
vehicle cluttered with CD's. I rarely took my front top panels off but when I did everyone loved it
cant say how heavy or difficult the back portion was as I never removed it. My torque converter
did go bad at 42K miles thankfully I bought the lifetime warranty on the vehicle which in and of
itself paid for the tranny issue , I had to replace the brakes at 65K miles with the rear passenger
side shoe sticking and needing a-lot of work, the door hinge bushings were starting to go bad,
and finally the O2 sensors which there are 4 of went bad twice. I did truly love the vehicle.
Visibility was great, the ride was smooth for a 4x4 and it was easy to handle. My main reason for
getting rid of it is that the gas mileage is lower than I would have liked and I travel a-lot. I never
got more than 21 mpg on the highway and roughly 50k of the 75k miles I put on it were highway.
If you want a fun 4X4 and can get past the lack of mpg and a little less than desirable power the
was a good vehicle at least for me. Read less. I have had my Wrangler 4-door Sahara for 3
months and have had no problems. I have a long daily commute to work, but since I bought my
wrangler I don't mind the 68 mile round trip. This Jeep is fun to drive. The 3. My hardtop has no
water leaks and is surprisingly quiet at highway speeds. The standard 18" Bridgestone tires are
the best rain tires I have ever driven. No snow here in LA Lower Alabama but we have plenty of
rain. The Jeep is not fast and the fuel economy is poor. But the Jeep wrangler, regardless of the
trim, is the best off road vehicle that I have ever drive. My first experience was in the jungles of
Panama. I saw a Jeep wrangler assigned to the us embassy negotiating hard terrain. After that I
promised I would get one. Just a kittle more power please. I planned on buying a base Wrangler
X and tricking it out myself. My wife talked me out of it a said to get a 2dr Sahara. Thankfully I
listened to her. The convenience features are great. The ride is good and the quality is among
the best vehicles I've owned. The freedom top is easy to use. I had the Dual Top Group and have
no intention of using the soft top. Hopefully, this will add some much needed power. I would
buy another one in a heartbeat and recommend it to anyone that is looking to add some fun to
their daily drive. I had no idea this much fun could be had on four wheels. See all 69 reviews of
the Used Jeep Wrangler. Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No
Tip. Risk Of Rollover Not Rated. See full safety scores. People who viewed this also viewed 4
average Rating out of 1 reviews. Sponsored cars related to the Wrangler. Sign Up. This page is
for personal, non-commercial use. Autoblog accepts vehicle loans from auto manufacturers
with a tank of gas and sometimes insurance for the purpose of evaluation and editorial content.
Like most of the auto news industry, we also sometimes accept travel, lodging and event
access for vehicle drive and news coverage opportunities. Our opinions and criticism remain
our own â€” we do not accept sponsored editorial. We get it. Ads can be annoying. But ads are
also how we keep the garage doors open and the lights on here at Autoblog - and keep our
stories free for you and for everyone. And free is good, right? If you'd be so kind as to allow our
site, we promise to keep bringing you great content. Thanks for that. And thanks for reading
Autoblog. Review: Jeep Wrangler Unlimited Rubicon 4x4. Chris Shunk. Share 0 Comments.
Opting for the Rubicon will add several thousand dollars to the base four-door's sticker, but you
get all the standard equipment necessary to become a bona-fide Rock Star. The beauty of the
four-door Wrangler Unlimited is that it still packs the rugged looks of the iconic two-door, but in
stretched form. As long-time admirers, we enjoy the Wrangler's looks, especially sans roof, and
after driving it in its natural habitat off the beaten path , the Wrangler's capabilities never ceased
to amaze. But what we didn't know was what life would be like with a Wrangler as our daily
driver. The second set of doors came in handy and the added storage space was more than
welcome. Chrysler's navigation is also simple to use and very adept at getting the driver from
point A to point B. From there, life with the Wrangler Unlimited can be a Protestant affair. The
seats feel like you're sitting on frozen foam, the head rest is reminiscent of a concrete pillow,
the dashboard is cobbled together from Fisher Price plastic, and the ride appeals to the most
masochistic among us. So why does this vehicle have so many ardent fans? Well, it really is a
Jeep thing, and not everybody understands. To get a sense of why the Wrangler has such a
die-hard following, it's important to look at the vehicle's war-time roots. The original Jeep
performed so well in European operations that Generals were praising it as one reason the
Allied forces won the war. Soldiers, who grew to love their metal mules, were clamoring to have

one in their civilian driveways. Since then, the Wrangler name has been synonymous with the
freedom to drive anywhere and everywhere, with or without roads. After a couple less than
comfortable days with the Wrangler Unlimited, this blogger felt compelled to complain to the
Autoblog staff. Fellow scribe Jeremy Korzeniewski implored me to take the Rubicon off-road
and said the experience would change my mind. Unfortunately, I had pictures to take and posts
to write, so the fun would have to wait until the weekend. Then it happened. On the fourth day
with the Wrangler Unlimited, the skies opened up and it began to snow. Two inches in about an
hour, and right in time for the morning commute. In most vehicles, the ride would have been
hell. In the Rubicon, snow is nothing but an appetizer. The massive, knobby inch tires, which
stood for nothing more than added road noise the day before, were now chewing up powder
and spitting it out onto less capable transportation. Before long I was aiming for snow squals
and seeking the slightest hint of a grade That night we headed straight for some open land with
a "take all the dirt you want" sign posted at the entrance. Hills, dips, mud, ice and snow were all
there to enjoy, and enjoy we did. For 45 minutes, the Jeep took everything thrown at it. Not only
was the Rubicon free of complaint, but it actually seemed happy, and the driver's seat somehow
felt more comfortable. This is what Jeep owners are on about. Back on the pavement, the
Wrangler is less than comfortable and even worse. Its 3. A zero to 60 time in less than ten
seconds would have to be run downhill, and at The four-speed automatic transmission doesn't
help in the Jeep's failed quest to hit 20 mpg on the highway and the Wrangler Unlimited can
barely get out of its own way on dry pavement. It's safe to say Chrysler didn't spend an
inordinate amount of development dollars trying to pamper owners, but Jeep engineers made
sure the four-door Wrangler was every bit as capable as its two-door sibling. When it comes to
rock climbing tech, the Rubicon has got the goods. With a The Wrangler's Rock-Trac 4WD
system includes Tru-Lok front and rear lockers and a 4: 1 gear ratio in low providing purposeful
grip and incredible torque when the need arises. Further traction is provided by electronically
locking front and rear differentials that balance speed between the left and right wheels. The flip
of a switch on the instrument panel can lock the the front, rear axle or both, and you can
disengage the sway bar while going under 18 mph in 4WD low, giving you more flexibility to
climb and crawl to your heart's content. The classic Jeep bumper sticker reads "It's a Jeep
thing, you wouldn't understand. Its tough-guy looks, fat tires and removable top look like a lot of
fun, and when you're away from pavement, it really is. We get that the Wrangler is supposed to
be rugged, and we understand that the Rubicon's off-road talents mean that on-road comfort
gets compromised, but we'd like a more inviting cabin. The Wrangler doesn't need leather seats
or soft-touch materials, but comfortable seats, a better arm rest and more visual appeal than the
inside of a tool box shouldn't be too much to ask. If you're the outdoor adventure
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type who just happens to have a couple kids, though, the Wrangler Unlimited may be the
answer to your prayers. Sign in to post. X Sign in to post Please sign in to leave a comment.
View More. Thank You Thanks for subscribing. Check your in-box to get started. Sign Up More
Info. We notice you're using an ad blocker. Please consider allowing Autoblog. Allow Us! Here's
how to disable adblocking on our site. Click on the icon for your Adblocker in your browser. A
drop down menu will appear. Select the option to run ads for autoblog. The exact text will differ
depending on the actual application you have running. Refresh the Autoblog page you were
viewing. Hey again! You still haven't turned off your adblocker or allowed our site. It only takes
a few seconds. You must be logged in to perform that action. You must have JavaScript enabled
to experience the new Autoblog. Please follow the instructions below to enable JavaScript in
your browser. Please enter a display name. Cancel Change Name.

