2004 grand prix review

Grand Prix. Literally, big price or big prize. Utter the words in an automotive context, and one
probably thinks either of an open-wheel race-car parade with Schuey as the grand marshal, or
of Pontiac's version of the ubiquitous GM W-sedan. Perhaps you've rented one at Avis? Today,
we enthusiast types don't salivate much at the name, which has come to conjure overtly
boy-racerish cars poorly clad inside and out in low-grade plastics. But at its zenith, the Grand
Prix deigned to use model designators borrowed from Duesenberg-and folks didn't laugh! The
year was , and the boomers who had created a big bulge in the population were landing real
jobs and working hard to lure the attractive sex. The long-nosed, luxurious Grand Prix
"personal luxury coupe" may not have been a real Duesy, but in J and SJ trim levels, it
suggested its owner aspired to the F. Scott and Zelda lifestyle. An optional cubic-inch V-8 and
high-performance suspension even endowed this two-ton sled with reasonable performance for
its day. Now Pontiac is trying to herd the Grand Prix out of the rental-car corral and back
upscale, with Bob Lutz manning the whips and lariats. The plastic festoonery is gone from the
outer flanks. The interior trim takes a giant leap forward, with flush-fitting controls,
one-millimeter gaps, and low-sheen finishes. The mouse-fur headliner has been replaced by an
Audilike woven fabric. Thicker glass and new seals dramatically reduce wind noise. A stiffer
body and thoroughly retuned suspension with 10mm more travel improve both ride and
handling. Even the ancient 3. Has the Grand Prix become a reasonable choice for the
discriminating enthusiast? Quite possibly. The 3. The base, 3. Credit the power boost to a
freer-spinning fifth-generation Eaton Roots-type supercharger that runs 13 percent more
efficiently and 10 percent cooler. Powdered-metal connecting rods, a new crankshaft isolator
and damper, and a larger, 75mm throttle body with drive-by-wire control round out the 3.
Spinning through the Comp G model's 3. Add a 10th for the base GTP's 2. For , GTs get a taller
3. Our keisterometer readings agree with those acceleration estimates, and we anticipate
best-in-class passing times, too. We're also happy to report that torque steer is nearly
nonexistent and that the drive-by-wire programming now permits limo-smooth launches when
conditions dictate. Straight-line storming has always come easily for Pontiac, so chassis
refinement is the Grand Prix's most pleasant surprise. The basic strut design carries over with
modified geometry, a new engine cradle made of welded aluminum extrusions, and thoughtfully
retuned spring and damping rates, with softer springs and slightly firmer shocks. A smaller and
lighter front anti-roll bar provides better control by acting directly on the strutsâ€”via long
ball-joint rodsâ€”rather than on the control arms. We were impressed by the steering precision
and ease with which we were able to carve a line through Sedona's red-rock countryside in all
models, although the steering effort seemed a trifle low in the GT and GTP models. The GTP
Competition Group car gets Magnasteer II, which varies effort not only with speed but also with
changes in lateral acceleration, and StabiliTrak Sport, a skid-control system that allows the tail
to come out a bit and then intervenes gently to keep the car on track. We like the Comp G's
handling, but the ride feels too rough for the pothole-belt states. The GT's grip is lower, and its
tires howl more, but it corners flatly and gracefully. Like Goldilocks, we found the in-between
GTP to be "just right. If Pontiac's latest and greatest has one fatal flaw, it's the low, hard rear
seat, which offers no support for adult thighs and provides poor visibility for kids. The snazzy
coupelike roofline and wedgie rising beltline reduce headroom and pinch the rear window. The
low, flat seat is a concession to the Grand Prix's uncommon interior utility: The seats fold down
nearly flat, leaving a pass-through that measures three feet by 16 inches, and an optional
fold-down front-passenger seat makes room for kayaks, ladders, and other unwieldy cargo. Hey,
it could happen! New Cars. Buyer's Guide. Type keyword s to search. Today's Top Stories. The
Best Sedans of Best EVs and Hybrids of Best Pickup Trucks of Best Minivans and Vans of Best
Station Wagons of Expand Collapse. This content is created and maintained by a third party,
and imported onto this page to help users provide their email addresses. You may be able to
find more information about this and similar content at piano. Advertisement - Continue
Reading Below. More From First Drives. Displaying 1 - 10 of Pontiac Grand Prix 10 reviews. Too
bad Pontiac no longer exists as an Automaker. I don't have a photo of my GT, but here's my
second Harley that just came out of the performance shop. The Grand Prix GT 2 had , miles
when traded. The Sedan aspect is nice for business travel. They engineerd the rear doors so
they swing open a full 90 degrees. The Trunk is huge, and you can fold down the rear seat, you
can put in Ski 's, or a six foot board. Love This Car â€” i love driving this car i have had 3 of
them and will continue to drive them, lots of potential for upgrades overall i nice looking great
handling car if you can afford to keep gas in it and dont run it on regular. Pros: handles great
lots of power comfortable with bucket seat. Nice Overall â€” Nice ride. I like it because it turbos
well but not too roomy for someone like me. I will surely recommend for others. It drives great
and last long like the Hondas and Toyotas. I will surely buy again. The engine has plenty of
power, I was shocked. Great for family car. So far the biggest downfall has been maintainence. I

bought mine used, so don't know how well maintained it was. GM made the mistake of putting
plastic intake manifold gaskets and coolant bypass elbows on these, as well as, many other GM
vehicles. Within a 2 year period both CV axles have been replaced, all 4 wheel hub bearings,
upper and lower intake manifold gaskets, coolant elbows, stabilizer links, fuel pump and now
the oil pump, as well as normal wear and tear items. I love this car and go crazy when it goes
down. Pros: One hell of an awesome car. Seating is comfortable with plenty of room. Huge
trunk. Awesome stereo. Cons: GM putting plastic gaskets and coolant elbows in a high
performance engine. Lower quality wheel hub bearings and suspension parts from GM factory.
Lot Of Power,great Handleing â€” finding problems with computer hookups were costly,since
the coms only gave you a general idea of problem location,,example,,,misfire,,but from where?
Pros: love this car,,,series ,,,drive by wire. Love The Wide Track New New Body Gp's â€”
anybody looking for a reliable ,fuel efficient , full size sedan then this Pontiac Grand Prix is the
answer, this car has great handling and performs well in all driving conditions, this car is loaded
up with the options for ones convenience. A family and yet sporty car,. White Lightning â€”
Overall my car has been easy to fix. I've put a lot of my sweat, blood, and tears into my baby.
She might not be the fast, prettiest, or most reliable but i love her. Snowball even locks my
doors for me to make sure I'm safe. Meh â€” I like the sleekness and the first gear power but i
didnt like it only had 4 gears and a low tops speed and it did not have very good gas milage.
Still Turning Heads. To put it plainly, this vehicle is a beast! It runs extremely smooth and quiet,
but don't mistake smooth and quiet for weakness No problems passing on the freeways. There
have never been smokers in the vehicle so the overall look, smell and feel of the interior has
been preserved quiet nicely. Beyond, minor wear and tear, there have been no major
malfunctions with this vehicle. Whatever the usage is, this vehicle is equipped to handle
accommodate it. Pros: Stylish design. Comfortable seating. Smooth and powerful ride. Very
reliable. I love everything about this car. Read More. I enjoy the leg room it provides for
someone 6 feet tall. It has good value for a first time car buyer and is reliable as long as its
taken care of. Cup holder for drinks or coffee very small I like it Read More. Sharp still in good
condition pricest right and the. I like my car a lot it looks nice and sleek with enough power to
get around anyone when i drive around town I get looks. Only thing i dont like is that its not
getting good gas mileage.. Excellent fun car that is also family friendly and each model gets
better and better the gt gtp and gxp you wont regret it Read More. Good car clean very clean
body no factory radio Read More. I love cruising around in my car and the feel of it just seems
right to me. It makes me happy and relieves a lot of stress when I start it up and let it idle.
Taking it out on the road is a benefici Wish the back seat had a little more room. Good for kids
but a bit tight for adults. Also, head room is a bit short if your a 6' plus person. Have you driven
a Pontiac Grand Prix? Rank This Car. User Reviews. View reviews where users commented on
categories. Clear selections. Gina says:. Back Seats Ranked Nissan Altima worse. Family Car
Ranked Nissan Altima better. Cons: It's a 4 Door. Is this helpful? Yes No. James writes:. Back
Seats:. Cons: hard on wheel bearings, horrible on gas. Yoddy01 writes:. Primary Use: Family
transportation Pros: Turbos. Cons: Not really roomy for a big guy like me. Paul writes:. Primary
Use: Family transportation Pros: One hell of an awesome car. Cons: odd tics,,hard to find.
AMRautofinds writes:. Cons: nothing to report, to each is own. Brownetribe writes:. Cons: Wish
it was supercharged. Is this review helpful? Deandrae writes:. Primary Use: Family
transportation Pros: Stylish design. Cons: No auxiliary audio port. Reviews From Other Years.
Read all 24 Pontiac Grand Prix reviews. Read all 37 Pontiac Grand Prix reviews. Read all 46
Pontiac Grand Prix reviews. Read all 47 Pontiac Grand Prix reviews. Read all 28 Pontiac Grand
Prix reviews. Cars compared to Pontiac Grand Prix. Related Models For Sale. Other Years. Used
Cars for Sale. Select Year Pros: handles great lots of power comfortable with bucket seat Cons:
hard on wheel bearings, horrible on gas 2 of 4 people found this review helpful. Primary Use:
Family transportation Pros: Turbos Cons: Not really roomy for a big guy like me 1 of 1 people
found this review helpful. Awesome stereo Cons: GM putting plastic gaskets and coolant
elbows in a high performance engine. Lower quality wheel hub bearings and suspension parts
from GM factory 5 of 5 people found this review helpful. A family and yet sporty car, Pros:
33MPG HWY, clean inside and out, no rust, rides and drives great Cons: nothing to report, to
each is own 1 of 2 people found this review helpful. Purchased my in , from a local auction with
k. It has k on it. I have gotten excellent service. Oil changed every 3k miles at dealer. All
maintenance done at dealer, the usual wear. Travel south 3x yearly, without problems. Very
reliable vehicle. GM stop making, why. Would or will purchase another and keep current. I
wasn't in the market for a Pontiac but it was for my wife and it was her choice. She liked the
styling. We bought it in '05 from an off-lease with 18, miles on it. The OE Goodyear tires were
junk and made bad noise. Replaced them with Michelin and it made a world of difference. This
one of the best cars I have ever owned. I have been driving it every day for the last 2 years 80

miles round trip to work. Great power, performance, comfort and reliability. I average 26 MPG.
No major problems. This car has renewed my faith in American vehicles. Very sad to see
Pontiac go. Anyone who hates this car must have a lemon. Yes, I would buy again. I bought this
car in February of with xxx miles on it. Currently I have over xxx. This car is awesome. I love the
interior cockpit design; it really makes the driver feel in charge. The heads up display in this car
is by far my favorite feature. It's really hard to find those with other cars nowadays. The GM 3.
Going down the highway I get 30 mpg easily, which is amazing given the size of the car.
Whenever a friend of mine gets into my car, their immediate reaction is, "wow, this is a solid
car". Then again, these are people who drive Volkswagens and Hondas They're shocked on how
safe they feel in an American car. Bought the car in with 6k on it. It's now around k and still
running splendidly. Never really had any major problems until last year when I accidentally hit a
curb. Soon after had to replace tie rods, brakes found leaks in the coolant tank and power
steering reservoirs. Got them all replaced at around 5k, now the car runs like smooth as silk.
Even now i get a thrill out of an early morning acceleration rush. The car used to sheer through
Michigan snows without so much as a sway. Many friends who had Hondas and Infinitis would
ride with me because the stability of the Grand Prix in those conditions. My dad bought me the
car in with 16, miles on it, I still have it to this day with , on it. Great car! Very reliable, obviously
cars need to have money put into them in the later years, for example I have been leaking
coolant and oil for a long time so I finally figured out it was the lower intake gasket, GM created
the car with cheap gaskets so I fixed mine and put a metal gasket now it doesn't leak anything ,
other than that great motor my mechanic told me my car will last another 10 years because I
have taken care of it, if you take care of it it will take care of you plain and simple. Popular
searches. My notifications My Account. More about the Grand Prix. View Photos. List Price
Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Filter by: All ratings 5 stars 4 stars 3 stars 2 stars 1 star.
Love This Car J. Best all-around car I've had! My first love! Items per page:. Write a review See
all Grand Prixes for sale. Sponsored cars related to the Grand Prix. Sign Up. Fast and fun to
drive, the Grand Prix is still too rough around the edges to steal the hearts of import buyers. As
a demonstration of the company's ongoing commitment to building high-performance cars for
its youthful customer base, Pontiac gives us the Grand Prix G-Force. Like the current
production model, the G-Force is front-wheel-drive, but executives tell us that chassis, wheel
and tire upgrades would enable the G to turn an impressive 0. Feeding the concept's handling
potential is GM's venerable Series II V6 with a next-generation supercharger that allows it to
pump out hp and lb-ft of twisting force. Electronic throttle control ensures that the proper
amount of torque flows through the inch drive wheels in any situation. Realizing that drivers
want more control over the driving experience than that afforded by the traditional four-speed
automatic, Pontiac equipped the G-Force with touch-activated shift controls. Cross-drilled
rotors and aluminum calipers enhance the G's stopping ability. On the outside, the G-Force has
a smooth body of sheetmetal, though an oversized collection of headlights, taillights and
foglights make it impossible to mistake this sedan for anything other than a Grand Prix.
Available styles include GT2 4dr Sedan 3. Doing so could save you hundreds or thousands of
dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service reviews to help
you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them. Simply research
the type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from our massive database to find
cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used vehicle you're
interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews, and find out
what other owners paid for the Used Pontiac Grand Prix. Is it better to lease or buy a car? Ask
most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a financial
perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off the loan
in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less expensive
option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive a new car
every three years or so. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features Save.
View Photos. Appraise this car. Build and materials quality still needs work, tight backseat,
noisy engine, not enough storage or cupholders, no auto climate control. Other years. List Price
Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. The Grand Prix
underwent a redesign for , but those familiar with the big sedan will find its blend of
performance and comfort hasn't changed much. Read more. Write a review See all reviews.
Vehicle performance and reliability. Purchased my in , from a local auction with k. It has k on it. I
have gotten excellent service. Oil changed every 3k miles at dealer. All maintenance done at
dealer, the usual wear. Travel south 3x yearly, without problems. Very reliable vehicle. GM stop
making, why. Would or will purchase another and keep current. I wasn't in the market for a
Pontiac but it was for my wife and it was her choice. She liked the styling. We bought it in '05
from an off-lease with 18, miles on it. The OE Goodyear tires were junk and made bad noise.

Replaced them with Michelin and it made a world of difference. This one of the best cars I have
ever owned. I have been driving it every day for the last 2 years 80 miles round trip to work.
Great power, performance, comfort and reliability. I average 26 MPG. No major problems. This
car has renewed my faith in American vehicles. Very sad to see Pontiac go. Anyone who hates
this car must have a lemon. Yes, I would buy again. Read less. Best all-around car I've had! All
my friends are jealous of the Pontiac. I bought this car in February of with xxx miles on it.
Currently I have over xxx. This car is awesome. I love the interior cockpit design; it really makes
the driver feel in charge. The heads up display in this car is by far my favorite feature. It's really
hard to find those with other cars nowadays. The GM 3. Going down the highway I get 30 mpg
easily, which is amazing given the size of the car. Whenever a friend of mine gets into my car,
their immediate reaction is, "wow, this is a solid car". Then again, these are people who drive
Volkswagens and Hondas They're shocked on how safe they feel in an American car. GM retired
a powerhouse. Bought the car in with 6k on it. It's now around k and still running splendidly.
Never really had any major problems until last year when I accidentally hit a curb. Soon after
had to replace tie rods, brakes found leaks in the coolant tank and power steering reservoirs.
Got them all replaced at around 5k, now the car runs like smooth as silk. Even now i get a thrill
out of an early morning acceleration rush. The car used to sheer through Michigan snows
without so much as a sway. Many friends who had Hondas and Infinitis would ride with me
because the stability of the Grand Prix in those conditions. See all reviews of the Used Pontiac
Grand Prix. Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of
Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side Impact Test. See full safety scores. People who viewed
this also viewed 4. Sponsored cars related to the Grand Prix. Sign Up. Despite this redesign for ,
the Grand Prix remained a mediocre car. Its large exterior dimensions mask a cramped interior.
Coupe-like styling limits visibility and access, particularly to the rear. Ride quality is stiff and
uncomfortable, the car isn't very agile, and the noisy engine and brakes are unimpressive. In
most cases, automotive warranties are based on the vehicle identification number VIN , and the
warranty will be valid regardless of ownership. The dealership can tell you exactly how much
warranty is left. Reactivate now to get the information you were looking for! If you feel you have
received this message in error, please view our customer care FAQs or access your account
information here. Sign In. Become a Member. Remember Me. Not a member? Need further
assistance? Please call Member Services at Unlock Ratings. Used Pontiac Grand Prix Change
Vehicle. There are 9 recalls on this vehicle. Learn More. See All. Owner Satisfaction. Crash and
Rollover Tests. Road Test Results. Performance Performance. Acceleration Acceleration
Acceleration tests are conducted on a smooth, flat pavement straightaway at the track. The time
in seconds that a vehicle takes to reach 60 mph from a standstill with the engine idling.
Transmission Transmission Transmission performance is determined by shifting smoothness,
response, shifter action, and clutch actuation for manual transmissions. Fuel Economy Fuel
Economy We perform our own fuel-economy tests, independent of the government's
often-quoted EPA figures and the manufacturers' claims. Using a precise fuel-flow measuring
device spliced into the fuel line, we run two separate circuits to represent city and highway
consumption. CR's Overall Mileage CR's Overall Mileage CR's overall mileage is a composite of
measured fuel usage on a prescribed city course and highway cruising; and CR's mile test trip
of mixed driving, if tested. In recent road tests, we've discontinued the mile trip test. Braking
Braking The braking rating is a composite of wet and dry stopping distances and pedal feel.
Braking distance is from 60 mph, with no wheels locked. Emergency Handling Emergency
Handling Several factors go into the rating, including the avoidance maneuver speed and
confidence, as well as how the vehicle behaves when pushed to its limit. Ride Ride Our expert
judgment of how well the suspension isolates and absorbs road imperfections and how steady
it keeps the body on various road surfaces. Noise Noise Our expert judgment of the vehicle's
interior noise level in everyday driving. Front Seat Comfort Front Seat Comfort Our judgment of
how comfortable the front seat is for drivers of various heights. Rear Seat Comfort Rear Seat
Comfort Our judgment of how comfortable the rear seat is for two passengers to sit across.
Emissions Emissions. Greenhouse Gas Greenhouse Gas The Greenhouse Gas Rating
represents the amount of carbon dioxide the vehicle emits compared to other vehicles of the
same model year. This score from the EPA ranges from 1 worst to 10 best. Smog Rating Smog
Rating The Smog Rating represents the amount of health-damaging and smog-forming airborne
pollutants the vehicle emits compared to other vehicles of the same model year. Owner Reports.
Worse Better. Reliability History Reliability History The reliability charts are based on responses
on hundreds of thousands of vehicles from our latest Annual Auto Survey. Consumer Reports
subscribers reported on any serious problems they had with their vehicles during the past 12
months that they considered serious because of cost, failure, safety, or downtime, in any of the
trouble spots included in the table below. The results are presented relative to the average

model that year. Extra weight is given to the more serious areas such as major engine or
transmission problems. Based on this data and further analysis, we predict reliability for the
latest year. An X indicates that the vehicle was not manufactured for a specific year. Engine
Major Engine Major Engine rebuild or replacement, cylinder head, head gasket, turbo or
supercharger, timing chain or timing belt. Engine Minor Engine Minor Accessory belts and
pulleys, engine computer, engine mounts, engine knock or ping, oil leaks. Engine Cooling
Engine Cooling Radiator, cooling fan, antifreeze leaks, water pump, thermostat, overheating.
Transmission Major Transmission Major Transmission rebuild or replacement, torque converter,
clutch replacement. Transmission Minor Transmission Minor Gear selector or linkage, leaks,
transmission computer, transmission sensor or solenoid, clutch adjustment, rough shifting,
slipping transmission. View all Reliability. Owner Satisfaction Owner Satisfaction To learn about
satisfaction, CR has collected survey data from our annual survey on more than half a million
vehicles. Our subscribers provide great insights into their satisfaction by answe
honda outboard repair manuals
1998 honda civic ex exhaust
s 10 vacuum diagram
ring one simple question: If they had it to do all over again, would they definitely buy or lease
the same model? In addition, respondents also rate their cars in six categories: driving
experience, comfort, value, styling, audio, and climate systems. Driving Experience Driving
Experience Includes acceleration and handling. Comfort Comfort Includes seats, climate
control, noise, and ride. Value Value Did you get what you wanted relative to the price you paid?
Styling Styling How it looks inside and out. View all Owner Satisfaction. Safety Equipment. ABS
standard until , available thereafter. ESC and head protection air bags available from Drive
Wheels. Coverage varies among versions of this vehicle. Read more about extended warranties.
Body Styles. Transmissions Available. Engines Available. Change Vehicle. Ready to Shop Local
Inventory? Select Another Vehicle. More From Consumer Reports. Make a Donation Newsletters
Give a Gift. You no longer have digital access to ratings and reviews.

