2004 dodge dakota blower motor resistor
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motor resistor is really a pack of resistors wired in series. See the image below. To run on the
slowest speed, the power runs through all three resistors. For each higher speed, power flows
through one less resistor. Some car makers run blower motor power through the fan speed
switch first, then through the blower motor resistor and then to the blower motor and ground.
Other car makers reverse that and run power to the blower motor first and terminate ground at
the blower fan speed switch. However, as a side effect of reducing current flow, resistors
generate heat. Over time, that heat can cause the resistor to fail naturally. However, other
factors can cause the blower motor resistor to fail prematurely. For example. In that case, the
blower motor resistor will fail repeatedly. In some cases, the heat is so high that it melts the
connector. This is common on late model GM vehicles. If you discover a melted connector, do
NOT attempt repair. Purchase an upgraded pigtail and splice it into the harness along with a
new blower motor resistor. Conduct an amperage draw test at the same time to rule out
excessive current draw from the blower motor. Car makers design their HVAC systems to
reduce the possibility of debris getting into the system. If water spray enters the system, it can
quench the hot resistor wires, causing them to break. If you notice the loss of one blower motor

speed or all speeds soon after driving through rain, suspect water damage to the blower motor
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are occurring? Any duplicates or errors? It's not us. Don't waste your time wasting ours! If you
are interested in advertising a for-profit service, contact us. Find something helpful? Spread the
word. Share on Facebook Retweet this page Email this page. Add Complaint. The heater blower
resistor keeps burning up. I have replaced the resistor various times and it keeps burning up. I
replaced the blower motor and the resistor keeps burning up. I had the vehicle checked for an
electrical short circuit and it has none. The wiring to the resistor also burns up. I checked the
internet and there are numerous reports and complaints of the same problem with many owners
of the same type of vehicle. In one of the cases the resistor cause a fire inside the vehicle and
the vehicle burned down. This problem has been occurring on these vehicles for a long time
and it hadn't been reported to the manufacturer. I am afraid that someday the vehicle will catch
on fire because of this issue. I keep on replacing the resistor and the harness every time it
burns and I've also replaced the blower motor. I can't seem to get answer from anyone from
Dodge or Chrysler on this problem. At the time that the resistor burned down the vehicle was
running on the city streets at 30 mph. It has happened various times on the same running
senario. I started my vehicle and could not get my headlights to turn on. All connections and
bulbs were checked by a mechanic and the problem has been traced to the ctm central timing
module. These units are on nationwide back order. This is a serious safety issue and a serious
replacement issue if people are losing their headlights and the part is on an unknown back
order situation. Blower control switch would not work blower motor would not run. Blower
motor resistor and pigtail connection were melted and fused together. This was in , it is now
and I just had the seventh resistor put in with the fifth pigtail. The time before this last
nightmare, I also had the blower motor replaced in case it was the cause of the resistor and
pigtail connection issues. Search CarComplaints. The horn stopped working, I took it to a
non-dealer mechanic who found the horns themselves operational when applying an external
relayed voltage to them and no fuses blown, he thought it may be a short in system. Horn would
not work on many occasions, then one day it worked, the next day it did not. A couple of
months later it wouldn't work, I have a tilt steering wheel so I moved it to an upright position,
the horn started working, I put the tilt wheel back down and it still worked. The next day the
horn wouldn't work even if moving the tilt steering up or down. It seems as if there may be an
intermittent short of some kind in the wiring for the horn in the steering column. It has an air
bag so it isn't an easy investigation. I haven't taken it to a dealer as Chrysler was closing outlets
and I haven't found one to use yet. This is the second time this has happened an been replaced
It looks like it had started to catch fire. Are you guys going to wait until someone dies or gets
seriously injured for there to be a recall on this The contact owns a Dodge Dakota. While driving

approximately 30 mph, the contact noticed that the air conditioner and heat blower fan failed to
function. The vehicle was taken to the dealer for diagnostics where the contact was advised that
the resistor needed to be replaced because the wiring was melted. The vehicle was repaired.
The failure recurred after repairs. The vehicle was not further repaired. The VIN was not
available. The approximate failure mileage was 75, This may even cause a fire if the wires
happen to be touching combustibles in the passenger footwell when they melt. Dodge has
released a kit to repair this extremely common problem. See mopar ac. This should be a
mandatory recall, not a fix offered at owner's expense. This is a safety issue because: 1. The
electrical system keeps malfunctioning. The fuel gauge doesn't work right and the temperature
hand sometimes is on hot as soon as you crank the truck. The check engine light keeps coming
on too. It has been worked on 3 times since I bought it a year ago. From day 1 when I pulled off
of the dealers lot, the truck will stall after coming to a complete stop or right after engine has
been cranked up. Will not shut completely off but when pulling off from a stopped position if
would act as only one piston is firing. Have carried the vehicle into the dealership approximately
8 times the first three months. Only after diamler Chrysler sent a representative down they did a
temporary fix by replacing the O2 sensors. That worked for about 8 months. Now the problem is
back again. Took delivery of Dodge Dakota slt on March 5, within one month, needle pegged at
hot and check engine light came on upon first start up of day. Computer reset itself when truck
was shut off and then restarted. No further problems remainder of day. However, problem
persisted. Took truck into fresno Dodge for service-1st time, March Sensor was reset; 2nd time
in shop, April Sensor replaced; 3rd time in shop, May Computer replaced-vehicle in shop for 17
days. Have not heard one word from fresno Dodge. Problem presented again on July Not what
you are looking for? Search for something else:. It worked on high only and sometimes not at
all. When I typed a description of the problem in my favorite search engine, the number one
result said. I said to myself, yes I do. And after doing a little research I discovered that a lot of
other people are going through the same thing. Note that Chrysler evaporator core problems
continue to grow and that AC part is close to the fan motor. Although it was the Dakota that
tipped me off to this problem, I can see the Dodge Durango from through uses the same part
number and wiring harness repair kit. These are not the only Dodge or Chrysler vehicles that
are experiencing problems with this component. To round things out I had a Dodge Ram pickup
and cargo van about a year ago that had the same malfunction. It would seem an extremely
large number of vehicles became involved with this blower resistor failure issue. I have written
about blower motor problems before and I even made a video about Chevrolet blower problems
a couple of years ago that has helped a lot of people. The Dodge circuit is very different than the
GM set up. When people just replace the resistor they might find the automobile still has
intermittent blower operation. The terminals become so toasted they no longer provide a
physical connection to the resistor bridge. In this situation the connector and pigtail harness
will need replacing along with the resistor. I think the question is why the resistor got so hot.
However, I can tell you what I found on my neighbors Dodge Dakota. Then you can see if yours
is the same way. The type of carnage I found with the connector and resistor signaled me to pull
out the blower motor and take a look at it. What I found was the motor, although still operating
when voltage was applied, was more difficult then it should be to turn by hand. It felt a little stiff
too me. And when I gave it a good push it had no free wheel it just stopped instantly. No news is
good news and I believe his truck is fixed for the long-term. After stopping by a few message
boards and reading some notes before writing this article, I see many people are not replacing
the blower resistor connector. You need one to help remove the metal connector from the
plastic holder. Another issue, all the wires in the kit are the same color. This way they end up in
the same place as the factory connector. I noticed that some people are struggling with small
issues that I learned to deal with over the years and now take for granted. It requires two actions
to release it from the blower motor resistor. On the Dodge Dakota I worked on, I found a red lock
tab that requir
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ed removal. Then you depress a black locking tang and hold it in while you wiggle the
connector free. However, lets still call it a bit of a struggle, because the plastic from the
connector had melted and fused to the plastic of the resistor bridge. The metal electrical
connector also has a top and bottom side. When it slides into the connector you must get the
orientation correct for it to smoothly lock into place. Personally I think this is a great
do-it-yourself repair that only requires some basic skills to accomplish. A Dealership would
probably charge a couple hundred dollars parts and labor just to replace the connector and

resistor. This is a selected page from the air-conditioning section of the you fix cars website.
This repair module currently contains about fifteen articles that walk you through the theory of
operation, common problems, diagnostic tips and resources help you better understand how
the automotive air-conditioning system works. The youfixcars. Skip to content.

