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The Oldsmobile Silhouette is a minivan manufactured by General Motors for model years over
two generations. Production ended when General Motors discontinued the Oldsmobile brand in
General Motors ' first attempt at producing a minivan to compete with the Chrysler minivans ,
the rear wheel drive , truck-based Chevrolet Astro and its twin, the GMC Safari failed to make a
noticeable dent in Chrysler's near monopoly of the minivan market in the s. First shown to the
public in , the Pontiac Trans Sport concept car featured futuristic styling, individually removable
bucket seats with built-in stereo speakers, a gull-wing rear passenger door and extensive use of
glass including a glass-paneled roof. The Trans Sport was subsequently approved for
production without the gullwing door and the glass roof. While the Pontiac Trans Sport was
targeted at sport- and style-oriented buyers, the Lumina and Silhouette targeted the value and
premium markets respectively. The very first Oldsmobile Silhouette rolled off the assembly line
on August 1, In built-in child seats were added to the option list, which provided the ability to
switch two of the rear seats between adult and child seating with the pull of a seat-mounted tab.
Included with the level ride package, which utilized a compressor and air-pressurized rear
shock absorbers to maintain vehicle height regardless of load, was a control panel and air hose
kit that allowed the vehicle to be used to inflate tires, air mattresses, sporting equipment and
such. For the and model years, traction control was available with the engine option. The first
generation Silhouette was not available in Canada. Europeans grew accustomed to sleek
minivans thanks to the Renault Espace and did not object to the futuristic styling. For the
European market however, the Oldsmobile Silhouette was sold as the Pontiac Trans Sport by
replacing the Oldsmobile badging with Pontiac badging, along with Pontiac wheels. Sales in
Europe were good for an American import, but did not represent enough volume to make a
fourth, distinct model economically feasible. Like the Oldsmobile Silhouette, the European
Trans Sport did not receive any facelift, as the vans' initial styling had not been negatively
received there. In , a 1. The Pontiac Trans Sport of Europe was discontinued in In the United
Kingdom, it was sold as the Vauxhall Sintra. The design of these minivans was controversial. At
the time that the Oldsmobile Silhouette and its siblings were conceived, no one had tried to
market a stylish or sporty minivan, and GM felt that this represented a potentially large market
segment. They styled these minivans to be lower and sleeker than the competing brands. The
extremely large, long and sloped windshield and the resultant long distance to the base of the
windshield when sitting in the drivers seat made for a disconcerting driving experience until a
person could adjust to the "different" proportions. Automotive magazines christened the new
minivans " dustbuster " after a household appliance with a similar profile. The first engine in
these vans was a meager 3. Production of first generation Silhouettes and stablemates ended in
, at which time the Tarrytown, NY plant which produced them and which had been in operation
since , was shuttered and scheduled for demolition. The final 1st generation U-body Oldsmobile
Silhouette rolled off the assembly line on May 17, The redesigned Silhouette was built at
Doraville Assembly. The first Silhouette rolled off the assembly line on August 6, GM continued
to offer the Silhouette as their premium luxurious minivan, the Montana as the sporty one, and
the Venture as the basic version. The base model only offered for was the only model to offer
short-wheelbase and a driver side sliding door being only optional, when all the other trim
levels of the Silhouette were in long-wheelbase extended version and offered a standard driver
side sliding door. Having achieved second place in sales to Chrysler, General Motors brought
out an entirely new U platform series of minivans, theoretically based [ citation needed ] on the
lessons learned from its previous mis-steps. Still stinging from the criticism [ who? The vehicle
would be of steel unibody construction, and styling would be as conservative as possible. The
previous generation was a little too large [ citation needed ] for comfortably navigating
European streets, so this new range of models would be narrower and slightly smaller than was
the norm for the United States in order to produce a single range of minivans that GM hoped
would fill the needs of both the North American and European markets. New for this generation,
cabin air filters were installed, and the filters can be accessed from behind an access panel
easily accessed from inside the glove compartment. During the development of this generation
of the U-body minivan, General Motors extensively benchmarked [ citation needed ] the then
current Chrysler minivans. The resultant vehicles more closely resembled the immensely
successful trio of Chrysler minivans ; However, Chrysler would launch a completely redesigned
minivan line a year before GM. Two different wheelbase lengths were offered as well as dual
sliding doors. Silhouettes, in keeping with their luxury positioning, offered many features as
standard that were optional on competing makes and on its platform mates. In , it became one
of the first vehicles on the market to offer a VCR with overhead retractable LCD screen for back
seat viewing, which has since become a "must-have" option for families with children. For , the
Silhouette received a minor facelift that included a new grille and front bumper. Some
comments made by the IIHS after the first test in were:. In the side impact test, it received 5

stars for front passenger protection, and 5 stars rear passenger protection. The safety issues of
the Silhouette and other second generation U-body minivans were addressed with the third
generation redesign, which earned the highest rating of "Good" given by the Insurance Institute
in the frontal offset crash test. The Silhouette and its platform mates achieved slightly better
sales than their avant-garde predecessors, but also failed to capture a significant share of the
market. The Silhouette remained in production until the model year with minimal changes. The
Oldsmobile division of General Motors was shut down and no Oldsmobiles were produced after
the model year. The final Oldsmobile Silhouette rolled off the assembly line on March 31, The
spiritual successor to the Oldsmobile Silhouette within the General Motors lineup is the Buick
Terraza , which was built on an updated version of the U platform and occupied the luxury
minivan slot previously occupied by the Silhouette. Due to poor sales of all the third-generation
GM minivans, GM decided to exit the minivan market altogether. However, production of the
Uplander continued on for one more year along with the Pontiac Montana SV6 in Mexico and
Canada due to slightly better sales in those countries. Had the Oldsmobile division not been
discontinued it would be likely that the Silhouette would have been kept for the third generation
of the GM minivans. From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. A minivan produced by General
Motors. This article does not cite any sources. Please help improve this article by adding
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improve it by verifying the claims made and adding inline citations. Statements consisting only
of original research should be removed. May Learn how and when to remove this template
message. A division of General Motors , â€” Category Commons. Categories : Oldsmobile
vehicles Minivans Front-wheel-drive vehicles s cars s cars s cars Cars introduced in Hidden
categories: Articles with short description Short description is different from Wikidata Articles
lacking sources from July All articles lacking sources All articles with unsourced statements
Articles with unsourced statements from July Articles that may contain original research from
May All articles that may contain original research Articles with unsourced statements from May
All articles with specifically marked weasel-worded phrases Articles with specifically marked
weasel-worded phrases from May Articles with unsourced statements from February Commons
category link from Wikidata. Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history. Help Learn
to edit Community portal Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version.
Wikimedia Commons. Oldsmobile Custom Cruiser. Saturn Relay Buick Terraza. Transverse
front-engine, front-wheel drive. Doraville, Georgia , United States. Wikimedia Commons has
media related to Oldsmobile Silhouette. Cutlass Calais. Cutlass Ciera. Cutlass Supreme.
Mid-size station wagon. Cutlass Cruiser. Delta Eighty Eight. Ninety Eight. Full-size station
wagon. Custom Cruiser. Personal luxury. The following chart shows the 17 most common
problems for Oldsmobile Silhouette. The number one most common problem is related to the
vehicle's air bags with 6 problems. The second most common problem is related to the vehicle's
engine and engine cooling 5 problems. In our research we use the PPMY index to compare the
reliability of vehicles. The PPMY index of a certain model is defined as the problems reported
per thousand vehicles per Year. The total sales of the Oldsmobile Silhouette in the United States
are 18, units [1]. If the total number of problems reported by Oldsmobile Silhouette owners in
the last 17 years is 39, and the age of the vehicle is 17, the P
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PMY index can then be calculated as. For more information, refer to this page: A study of
reliability comparison across Oldsmobile Silhouette model year vehicles. The following chart
shows the number of problems reported during each of the service years since the debut of the
Oldsmobile Silhouette in When making the decision between buying a new or used Oldsmobile
Silhouette, the following table can be used to compare the Oldsmobile Silhouette with the
Oldsmobile Silhouette from other model years. Note that the number of problems reported for
the Silhouette is 39 while the average number of problems reported for the 9 model years of the
Oldsmobile Silhouette is Car Problems. Table 1. Common problems of the Oldsmobile
Silhouette. Table 2. Table 3. Compare the Oldsmobile Silhouette with other model years. Air
Bag. Engine And Engine Cooling. Exterior Lighting. Seat Belt. Power Train. Other Fuel System.
Gasoline Fuel System. Vehicle Speed Control. Electrical System. Air Brake. Switch Year:

