2003 ford focus zx3 engine

The car has rusted out, is extremely loud and just does not feel safe to drive. We have done
regular oil changes and for some reason my windshield fluid does not work. I had to change a
tire when one popped and the wheel had like melded to the frame, it took a lot to get it off. The
car is incredibly comfortable. The visibility is good, I like the features in the vehicle adjustable
headlights, 8 speeds on windshield wipers. Gets decent gas mileage, good gas capacity. It does
need to be serviced much more than other cars, ford reputation holds true here. My car is not
the most beautiful to others but she, however is the love of my life! I have had very few
problems with her which makes her extremely reliable. She is so small but can transport many
as we zip in and out of traffic when necessary. She can sneak in and out of parking spots with
ease. She gets lots and lots of miles to the gallon so we do not visit our enemies, the awful gas
stations, very often. Try a Ford Focus se. It is for the fancy and the non fancy folks! Change
Year. Owner Reviews. For Sale Near Me. ZX3 Base. LX Fleet. LX Premium. ZX3 Premium. SE
Fleet. SE Comfort. ZX3 Pwr Premium. ZX5 Base. ZX5 Comfort. ZX5 Premium. Select Model: ZX3
Base. Optional Torque: ft. Optional Horsepower: hp. Optional Curb Weight: lbs. Mechanical
Features 2. Compare Models ZX3 Base. Front Wheel Drive. Gasoline Fuel. Exterior Features
Dual black manual mirrors. Black body-side protection moldings. Fixed-intermittent windshield
wipers. Color-keyed bumpers. Driver seat manual height adjuster. Single front seat-mounted
map pocket. Rear seat heat ducts. Instrument panel-inc: auxiliary pwr point, storage trays, coin
storage. Rear window defroster. SecuriLock passive anti-theft system. Warning indicators-inc:
low fuel warning light, headlamp-on warning chime. Child safety rear door locks. Interior
emergency trunk release. Interior emergency tailgate release. Abigail B wrote on February 13,
Kay J wrote on October 24, Joyce F wrote on October 16, See All Reviews Continue to
Overview. Ford Motor Company used the Zetec name on a variety of inline 4-cylinder
automobile engines. It was coined to replace " Zeta " on a range of 1. The Zetec name was so
recognized that Ford decided to apply it to other high-tech four-cylinder engines. It is used
across many engine types in Europe today even though the original Zeta design ended
production in A Formula One engine was produced for Ford by Cosworth in The first
Zetec-branded engine was the Zeta family, introduced for the model year powering the fifth
generation of the European Ford Escort , the third generation Orion and the Mk. The engine was
originally available in 1. The "Zeta" name was dropped in favour of "Zetec" when Italian car
maker Lancia threatened to sue Ford for trademark infringement. The codename "Zeta" was
originally used for the design of the cylinder head. A number of different systems were
evaluated, and each one had a different codename using the Greek alphabet. However, later in
the development process, the plan was changed and the Chihuahua engine plant in Mexico was
rebuilt to allow manufacture of the US engines. The US 2. However, crucially, the US
management insisted that the US engines had to be "freewheeling", or a non- interference
engine design. The result was that the engines used different pistons. Another difference was
that the US engines featured sinter forged connecting rods versus conventional cast rods in
Europe. After small changes in to fix this problem the engine was known as the Zetec-E. This
engine received a plastic inlet manifold and EGR derived from the Mondeo. The Zetec had
another redesign in This version, the Zetec-R, had a two-piece crankcase which helped damp
out noise and vibration, conventional tappets with shims rather than hydraulic ones, and longer
connecting rods with a lower piston compression height. Production of the Zeta family lasted
from September through December Displacement ranged from 1. Ford Power Products sells the
Zeta in 1. The 2. Although the block and cylinder head are thermally stable, the coolant outlet
housing for the thermostat is not. It is bolted to the surface of the cylinder head on the right
side of the engine with three bolts. The mating surface seals to the cylinder head with a rubber
O-ring style gasket. The O-ring is held in place by a lip on the housing which is prone to
cracking. The immediate inner portion of the housing will exhibit pitting and bubbling. Over
time, pieces of the lip will break off, releasing plastic fragments into the cooling system. These
fragments have not been known to cause any severe damage to the cooling system but the
damaged lip on the housing will cause the O-ring seal to rupture. This allows coolant to leak out
onto the upper transmission bell housing. The failure can result in severe loss of coolant. It
involves the use of a more durable housing made for an earlier model of Zetecs. The lighter
housing still specified by Ford Parts has not been corrected for the design flaw. It has a short
service life and is the cause of repeated failures. As of September , Ford sells both versions of
the housing. Fixes have been identified for the housing used by the Focus SVT as well as for
the simpler housing used by ordinary Foci. It ranges in size from 1. It was the first engine to use
a plastic intake manifold. From on, Ford started to badge their engines as Duratec. The 1. Now
the 1. In , Ford of Brazil developed a cheaper version of the Zetec-S engine with single cam and
8 valves driven by a chain. As a result, this engine exhibits rougher behaviour, producing more
vibration and noise. On the other hand, it has a superb torque output thanks to the addition of

the Rocam roller finger camshaft feature. Later a 1. Versions of this engine in Brazil: 1. In
Mexico the 1. In South Africa the 1. In India the 1. In Russia, the 1. These are virtually identical
variants of the Mazda MZR engines. In , Ford of Britain applied the Zetec name to a trim level in
the Fiesta range, replacing the Si. Since then, the Zetec name has become a key staple of the
Ford trim level hierarchy, serving as the sports-styled variant in most ranges. In October , the
then-newly launched Focus also used the name; and the Mondeo and Galaxy ranges also
adopted the name before the decade was out. Ford's "niche" models, such as the Ka and
Fusion did not initially adopt the name, although even these models now include Zetec-badged
variants. Nowadays, the Zetec name is used exclusively in a trim level capacity, with no engines
called as such. Zetec models are often seen as the staple of Ford's ranges, with Ford often
creating "spin-offs" of Zetec models and running promotions on Zetec models in the range.
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Motor vehicle engine. Main article: Ford Zeta engine.
Main article: Ford Sigma engine. Main article: Ford Duratec engine. Veloce Publishing Ltd.
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DOHC 4 valves x cyl. SOHC 2 valves x cyl. On Focus RS. The Ford Focus is a wonderful small
car that's fun to drive, frugal with fuel and offered in such a wide variety of configurations it
would be hard not to find one that suits your needs. It debuted in with "New Edge" styling, a
roomy interior and excellent road manners. These qualities, plus a wide variety of
configurations, have made the Focus the best small car from a domestic manufacturer. It falls
behind the Civic and Corolla in terms of refinement and reliability, but the Ford Focus is still
worth considering for a fun and functional small car. The Ford Focus is available in four body
styles: a three-door ZX3 hatchback, a five-door ZX5 hatchback, a sedan and a wagon. The sedan
can be ordered in one of three trim levels, starting with the base LX model and going up to the
midlevel SE and highline ZTS trim. The ZX3 can be had in base, premium or power premium
trim, while the ZX5 allows for the choice between base, comfort and premium models. The base
drivetrain for LX models is a 2. This same drivetrain is standard in SE sedans, but ZTS sedans,
along with wagons and hatchbacks, get a more powerful horsepower 2. A four-speed automatic
is optional. Both engines provide adequate power, though the higher-output motor is the clear
choice for enthusiasts. Still not enough? Then maybe you should consider the SVT Focus.
Based on the ZX3, this hot hatch puts out horsepower and is equipped with an exclusive
six-speed manual transmission. The SVT Focus also comes with inch wheels, oversize
four-wheel disc brakes and a sport-tuned suspension to keep it glued to the road. For safety,
the Focus has ABS, traction control and stability control as optional equipment. NHTSA crash
test scores for the ZX3 are good with the car earning four stars in frontal impacts and front
side-impacts. The rear side-impact test, however, resulted in a very poor one-star rating for the
ZX3. However, the ZX5 and wagon also scored four stars for rear side impacts. Regardless of
trim, the Ford Focus offers a smooth ride quality and above-average handling ability. The
four-wheel fully independent suspension allows for noticeable body roll while cornering, but the
Focus stays planted and inspires confidence. The steering system is surprisingly quick, fluid
and responsive, always providing plenty of feedback from the road surface. Our experience with
our long-term ZX3 has proven to be more than satisfactory, and the SVT Focus, with its
aftermarket-sounding exhaust, short-throw shifter and optional audiophile sound system has
proven to be our favorite sport compact hatchback. The Focus is roomy for its class, offering
generous accommodations for its front and rear passengers. Inside you'll find plenty of
headroom. Some options usually not found in this segment include an in-dash six-disc CD
changer, MP3 player and a stability control system. Some may find the asymmetrical dash
layout odd, but the well-dampened controls and correct ergonomic placement should forgive
any faults. Available styles include SE 4dr Sedan 2. Doing so could save you hundreds or
thousands of dollars. Edmunds also provides consumer-driven dealership sales and service
reviews to help you make informed decisions about what cars to buy and where to buy them.
Simply research the type of car you're interested in and then select a used car from our massive
database to find cheap prew-owned vehicles for sale near you. Once you have identified a used
vehicle you're interested in, check the AutoCheck vehicle history reports, read dealer reviews,
and find out what other owners paid for the Used Ford Focus. Is it better to lease or buy a car?
Ask most people and they'll probably tell you that car buying is the way to go. And from a
financial perspective, it's true, provided you're willing to make higher monthly payments, pay off
the loan in full and keep the car for a few years. Leasing, on the other hand, can be a less
expensive option on a month-to-month basis. It's also good if you're someone who likes to drive

a new car every three years or so. Check out Ford lease specials Check out Ford Focus lease
specials. Popular searches. My notifications My Account. Review Features Save. View Photos.
Appraise this car. Seats aren't comfortable for everyone, below-average reliability. Other years.
List Price Estimate. ZIP Code. See all for sale. Edmunds' Expert Review. Vehicle overview. Minor
changes are in store for the Ford Focus. Two new trim levels increase the breadth of prices for
Ford's economy car; a base trim for the three door hatchback renders air conditioning optional
and only comes with a manual transmission. For the five door hatchback, a tilt and telescoping
steering wheel, cruise control, front reading lights and a center console are available when you
step up to the comfort trim level from the base level. Heated front seats are a new option, as is a
traction control and ABS package. New colors for the exterior brighten up the color palette, and
the interior is freshened with two new fabric trims. Read more. Write a review See all reviews.
Focus for average people. Cheap to buy used, good solid reliability, few issues, good mileage,
fun to drive, very easy to service. I love this car. The only issue is that it is rough on tires. I
normally get about 40K out of a 60K tire. I average mpg in the winter and mpg the rest of the
year. I have miles on my car. I have not experienced many of the issues that others have, but
then I bought mine new and know what it has gone through. If you do the maintenance when the
owner's manual says to do it then you will have very few problems. Word to drivers the rotors
are not the best, but the pads are really good so if you have worn out your brake pads, that is on
you. I went 89K before having to change rotors and it was a mountain pass that did in the rear
brake pads. Read less. Still great after 13! I bought this car new and it is just as much fun to
drive over 3 years later. I have the Zetec engine, it has lots of pep and I get 25 mpg overall and
that's with over 20 stop lights between home and work. The original Firestone tires were The
back seat is roomier than I expected and the front is very comfortable. Huge trunk great for
travel. I love this car! Updating review 10 years later! I've owned my Focus nearly 13 years now
and can't complain. Nearly everything works like it did the day I bought it. Still a reliable, fun to
drive car. No major repairs. Throughout the years I've learned to buy very good tires because
this car is picky. It was terrible in snow so I invested in snow tires. The radio volume is getting a
bit unpredictable, it may increase when turning it down or decrease when turning up. That's the
biggest problem after all these years! Still a great car and I don't see any reason to replace it
anytime soon. I knew what I wanted initially: a small hatchback with good mpg and a manual
trans. However, I never expected to like it this much. The old saying that its more fun to drive a
slow car fast than a fast car slow Driving around town I find this car more satisfying than my hp
Mustang. Its reasonably peppy, doesn't have to be revved, and with the addition of a stiffer rear
swaybar, the handling is a blast. Tons of room too. On one trip I managed 3 people and a 50" tv.
On another, a full dresser. It's got k miles on it, so a few things are starting to go, but I'd say its
held up incredibly well. Couldn't be happier with my purchase! See all reviews of the Used Ford
Focus. Write a review. Frontal Barrier Crash Rating. Dynamic Test Result No Tip. Risk Of
Rollover Not Rated. IIHS Rating. Side Impact Test. See full safety scores. People who viewed
this also viewed 4. Sponsored cars related to the Focus. Sign Up. The car has rusted out, is
extremely loud and just does not feel safe to drive. We have done regular oil changes and for
some reason my windshield fluid does not work. I had to change a tire when one popped and
the wheel had like melded to the frame, it took a lot to get it off. The car is incredibly
comfortable. The visibility is good, I like the features in the vehicle adjustable headlights, 8
speeds on windshield wipers. Gets decent gas mileage, good gas capacity. It does need to be
serviced much more than other cars, ford reputation holds true here. My car is not the most
beautiful to others but she, however is the love of my life! I have had very few problems with her
which makes her extremely reliable. She is so small but can transport many as we zip in and out
of traffic when necessary. She can sneak in and out of parking spots with ease. She gets lots
and lots of miles to the gallon so we do not visit our enemies, the awful gas stations, very often.
Try a Ford Focus se. It is for the fancy and the non fancy folks! Change Year. Own
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er Reviews. For Sale Near Me. ZX3 Base. LX Fleet. LX Premium. ZX3 Premium. SE Fleet. SE
Comfort. ZX3 Pwr Premium. ZX5 Base. ZX5 Comfort. ZX5 Premium. Select Model: ZX3 Base.
Optional Torque: ft. Optional Horsepower: hp. Optional Curb Weight: lbs. Mechanical Features
2. Compare Models ZX3 Base. Front Wheel Drive. Gasoline Fuel. Exterior Features Dual black
manual mirrors. Black body-side protection moldings. Fixed-intermittent windshield wipers.
Color-keyed bumpers. Driver seat manual height adjuster. Single front seat-mounted map
pocket. Rear seat heat ducts. Instrument panel-inc: auxiliary pwr point, storage trays, coin
storage. Rear window defroster. SecuriLock passive anti-theft system. Warning indicators-inc:

low fuel warning light, headlamp-on warning chime. Child safety rear door locks. Interior
emergency trunk release. Interior emergency tailgate release. Abigail B wrote on February 13,
Kay J wrote on October 24, Joyce F wrote on October 16, See All Reviews Continue to
Overview.

