1997 honda civic no spark

Not every problem with an engine refusing to start is the same. That's why we call figuring out
what's wrong with your car "troubleshooting" rather than just "fixing. Here is what this owner
experienced:. In this case, the owner replaced the fuel pump , but the problem was elsewhere.
Don't be discouraged when this happens. Although it costs more money when you have to
replace multiple parts in your car to solve a problem, this is the burden of the DIY mechanic.
And think of all the money you've saved by working on your own car! A bad fuel pump causes a
sputtering type of stall, not an out-and-out lack of spark. This owner's car just "quit," and one
reason for that might be a problem with the main relayâ€”an electronic device that opens and
closes the fuel supply to the engine. Other Causes of a no-Spark Engine. There are three
primary things that will keep the engine from getting a spark: A bad ignition coil, a bad igniter,
and a bad distributor. The resistance should be about 0. It can also be bench tested out of the
car. As for the igniter, if the tachometer is working, then the igniter is okay. Here is the
procedure for checking the igniter. If the coil and igniter check out as good, then replace the
distributor. Check for codes in the power-train control module. That will help pinpoint the
problem for you. Matthew Wright. Matthew Wright has been a freelance writer and editor for
over 10 years and an automotive repair professional for three decades specializing in European
vintage vehicles. Updated February 19, Once we pushed it to a safe location we pulled a plug
and watched for spark to discover there was none. We then checked all the plugs, still no spark.
We replace the rotor cap the contact was a little burnt. Same result. We had the coil tested and it
tested out just fine. We then had the ignition module tested and it test faulty, so we replaced it
and still no spark. There is 12V going to the Ignition module and the Coil. I tested the
connection to another part in the distributor, I do not know what it is called but it looks like a
sort of pickup. If you are looking at the distributor on the car with the cover off it is in the upper
left of the distributor. I do not know how to test this unit but I do know that it is not getting
power. What could the problem be? The car stalled out at a light then would not start up again.
Do you. Was this answer. The rotor turns just fine and like I said, the original Ignition Control
Module was bad and has been replaced. That part I am not finding to be sold individually it
comes with the distributor Was this answer. I have a Honda civic DX five speed 1. The problem
is I cant get spark! It died while driving. The engine turns over fine, we pulled the cap and the
rotor was turning so we ruled out timing belt. At this point we have changed out the Ignition
modual, coil, cap, roter, plugs. Wires, and ECU and still no spark! You will most likely find that
the cam or crank sensor is failed. I believe that the crank and TDC sensor are co-located down
behind the harmonic balancer, which is the big pulley off of the crankshaft. Periodically, the car
would shut off while waiting at stop sign, but will start right up. Now the car will not fire up at all.
I checked for spark at the wires and nothing. So I changed the ignitor and still nothing.
Replaced the entire distributor and still nothing. Yhen I replaced the main relay. So I finally gave
up when the problem still the same. Flooded with fuel because I can smell it. Checked the fuel
rail and fuel filter and there is fuel flowing. I cannot figure out why there is no spark. Any
suggestions? I even put all the old parts back on and again nothing. Help before I tow it to the
shop and spend money I almost don't have. Is the distributor turning? I suspect a possible
timing belt Roy Was this answer. Also just to clear things up further, before I installed all the
new tune up parts, it did start just fine but after ideling within a minute, car just failed and never
started back up. As for the distributor, I suspected that but the rotor turns because I had to
crank it to and position it to remove the rotor on this car because they are screwed down. Could
it possibly be the MAP sensor? Since I doubt it was the crank position sensor when replaced
with new distributor. I don't think there is nothing left, other than the ECU itself. We'll took to the
shop and they stated no power coming from the Distributor. What was cool was this shop
allowed me to change the distributor at their shop since I could not afford the amount they
would charge. After replacing with another rebuilt distributor, fired right up. Sounds like the
rebuilt distributor from autozone was a dud. Shop will do a complete check up just to make sure
everything is in line. I guess the lesson from this story is that sometimes a newly rebuilt item
may not always be a good functioning part. Even a new or rebuilt item wil always get through
with a defect. Test test test. Few mistakes in on car listing above; 1. Motor cranks, no start.
Checked fuel, spark on ignition control module was good at first before replaced with new then
nothing, changed cap and rotary button, checked all fuses and such, fuel pressure and pump
fine, just stalled and died will crank but not start. No check engine light, battery light turns on
when key is put to on position, SRS light stays on not sure how to clear no spot for a scan tool
plug in. Battery good checked. Was told and read numerous things hit the starter, main relay,
crankshaft and camshaft sensors, replace timing belt ignition control module, cap and button,
etc. Could anyone please point to another direction? Hi: When the engine is cranking, does it
sound normally? Here is a link that explains how to retrieve codes from this vehicle. Try this
and let me know what you find. Joe Was this answer. Car sat for a year. Car started and ran for 4

hours. While driving, car shut down. No spark. Most likely you will find a fault in the distributor.
Pull the cap off 3 8mm fasteners and examinate if there is moisture build up or if the contacts
are corroded. If they are, quickly try cleaning them with sandpaper and re-install and check.
There also are a few ignition coil tests and ICM tests you can do while the cap and rotor are off.
These are two high failing items on hondas. I will try and find the proper testing procedure for
your vehicle. I know these are small, if you cannot read them, LMK and i will try and make them
bigger for you Was this answer. Engine Mechanical problem Honda Civic 4 cyl Front Wheel
Drive Manual k miles My 95 civic I bought recently will not get a spark to the spark plugs, we
replaced the igniter and coil, and there is juice getting to the coil but for some reason we cant
get a spark through to the spark plugs. Any help would be appreciated. Hi eaglefb66, Did you
check the rotor and distributor cap? Btw, there should be a spring at the tip of the coil, make
sure it is not dislodged. I have no spark and ive checked the fuses, I have a strong pulsating on
injectors noid light, I have power to the black and yellow wire going into the dist. With the dist.
Out I have 0. I tried three different module and I still have no spark. Sensor in the dist? What you
should test first would be the ignition coil. Please login or register to post a reply. There Is No
Spark? Engine Cranks But No Spark? It Goes Sponsored links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free!
Car shut off while in park. Cranks fine but wont start. Replaced entire distributor assembly, still
no spark. Pgm-fi tested fine. Battery is good. Do you. We need to check and see where we have
voltage on the coil. I number the 3 wires that we need to check. This will help determine if the
coil is the issue or if the ICM is the issue. Also, it could be a voltage issue to the coil but since
the engine cranks I assume this is okay but we need to test just to be sure. Let me know what
you find and we can go from there. Images Click to enlarge. Was this answer. I'm kinda skipping
ahead a bit since I've tested from the plugs to the distributor prior to writing. And also entire
distributor assembly including ignition coil was replaced when this issue occurred. From
reading what you have said to others and what I've read online in pretty sure I've narrowed it
down to the ignition switch. I'm currently trying to test it but cant figure out which connector is
the 7-p in the diagram attached. Image Click to enlarge. Unfortunately this is the only document
I can find on it. However, of the connectors under the steering column it should be the only 7
pin connector so that is the give away that it is it. Also, look for it to have the layout pictured, 3
pins on the top, 4 pins on the bottom. I found it and tested those, but I'm not sure what they
should test at. The first one tested at 11 ohms and the rest at 1. I am not sure I understand how
you are testing this. Take a look at the diagrams. You should be testing each of the terminals in
each different key position. Position 0 is no key in the ignition. Let me know if this is how you
tested it. If it is, all they care about is continuity. If you have resistance as you do then it doesn't
matter about the actual resistance reading. And white battery had no continuity. If this is the
case, it looks like the steering lock assembly needs to be replaced. See the highlighted portion.
Is there anything specific that needs to be done while doing that other than just replacing the
part programming, resetting anything, etc. I don't show any. The only thing it mentions is
rearming the airbag but nothing as far as programming. I replaced the ignition lock and now it
doesnt turn over and no lights on the dash. Just beeps when key is inserted Was this answer.
The key doesn't turn in the ignition and the dash lights don't turn on? Does the key turn at all?
My honda was running fine and died all of a sudden. I have changed the main relay, the ICM,
and checked all the fuses. But no dice. Still want crank. What do you think? Hi ladon enfinger,
Did you check if the distributor rotor is turning when engine is being cranked? If rotor is not
turning, the timing belt has given way. Miles Owner had a dead battery. Car was jumped and
engine started. While engine was running the owner disconnected the negative cable from the
battery said he wanted to see if the alternator was working the engine died. It would not start
again. No spark. I have the Haynes manual for this car. All voltages and ohm readings are
normal according to manual in the distributor. Battery, Distributor and computer have been
replaced from junk yard except battery is new. Any ideas what might be wrong? Did you check
the main battery fuse 60amp? Disconnecting the negative battery terminal can cause extreme
electrical damage on vehicles. If all the fuses and relays are fine, I would look into the modules
to be blown. I was heading to work and the engine died. Everything works and the engine turns
but there is no spark to the plugs. I have replaced the Ignitor. I still do not get any spark. I check
the voltage to the coil. It is within specs. The coil checks out at 10, But should be between 13 to
19, I would think I would be getting spark. I have checked all of the fuses. I had a CRX a few yrs
back and the same thing happened. They told me it was a relay switch. Could this be the same?
If the coil is putting out power but still no spark then it is not the relay! Does your model have a
distributor and rotor? If so check for carbon build up or cracks. Also tfi module could be loose.
The Primary Coil resistance is 0. The charge fluctuated between. The rotor cap and rotor look
ok. There does not seem to be any cracks in the cap and the wires test fine. What is the TFI
modual and where is it located? Tfi is another name for ignition module. It is located on the side

of the distributor. Also check the crank position sensor. Please login or register to post a reply.
There Is No Spark? Ignition Problems, No Spark? Engine Cranks But No Spark? Sponsored
links. Ask a Car Question. It's Free! When taking on a no spark condition one needs to be
patient and have an open mind. Becoming fixated on specific components is a good way to not
find the true problem. Knowing what to look for when troubleshooting ignition systems can
allow proper decisions to be made. First, We know your engine cranks but will not start. Before
doing any testing always start with a fully charged battery. In extreme cases the PCM may have
failed. In some cases, a PCM problem will cause the vehicle not to run at all. If there are
problems with how the PCM performs these functions, the vehicle may not run. First of all, look
for any broken, loose or corroded wires from the sensor to the PCM. The crankshaft position
CKP sensor monitors the position or rotational speed of the crankshaft. This will leave you
unable to start the car. Ignition modules are solid state switching devices that typically use a
component like a transistor to switch the current flow through the primary winding of an
ignition coil on and off. In that way, an ignition module works a lot like mechanical points.
However, ignition modules are not able to do the job alone. An ignition module requires some
type of external input in order to activate. If your vehicle stalls unexpectedly during operation
and will not start again, it is likely because of loose or corroded electrical connections in the
ignition module. In this case, check the switch, clean oxidized terminals, and replace broken
wires if necessary. Another problem is damage by overheating. Electronic ignition pickups are a
component found on traditional electronic distributor ignition systems. They are located inside
the distributor and function as the trigger for the ignition system to produce spark. The pickup
coil monitors the rotation of the distributor and triggers the ignition system. Also, At the optimal
moment to produce the best timed spark for best engine performance. As the ignition pickup
essentially functions as the activation switch for the entire ignition system, when it fails, it can
greatly affect the operation of the vehicle. Consequently, An old or failing ignition pickup may
cut out signal intermittently, which may cause the engine to stall. The engine may suddenly just
shut off, almost as if the key had been turned off. Depending on the nature of the issue,
sometimes the vehicle can be restarted and driven. Consequently this problem will only get
worse and completely fail. The ignition coil is the unit that takes your relatively weak battery
power and turns it into a powerful spark. As a result, This occurs after the ignition coil or
module gets too hot. Furthermore, it could correct itself after the engine module cools. In some
cases, a bad ignition coil will result in the vehicle not starting it all. Often the distributor cap is
suspect. The internal and external surface of the cap should be clean. No erosion should be on
the surface and the firing points should be free of rust or corrosion. Also, Confirm the rotor is in
good working order. Consequently, It could short out the coil voltage and cause a faulty
connection inside the terminal of the distributor cap. The result is a misfire in the spark plugs.
Look for any cracks or carbon trace in the cap. If the ASD is having any problems that interfere
with its ability to supply power to the injectors, coils, or whatever other circuits it may feed, then
those components may not function properly and problems may arise. A car with a failing or
faulty ASD relay may stall immediately after starting, or randomly while operating. Normally,
when you put the key in the ignition switch and turn it, you will have three positions:. One major
sign of a bad ignition switch is the instrument panel not lighting up in position two. So, If all
other components are functioning properly you may have a bad ECM. At this point you should
consider taking your vehicle to a professional to diagnose the problem. Electric fuel pumps are
fairly simple but rely on many other systems to function properly. The Electric fuel pump is
responsible for delivering pressurized fuel from the fuel tank to the engine. When the ignition
[â€¦]. What you need to know is that spark plugs do NOT last forever. One thing to keep in mind
with respect to performance claims is that spark plugs create horsepower. The spark only
ignites what [â€¦]. The starter motor is what gets your engine running; when you turn the
ignition key or push the start button. A starter motor gets a lot of wear during its life; and is
bound to [â€¦]. Most of the images displayed are of unknown origin. We do not intend to infringe
any legitimate intellectual right, artistic rights or copyright. Fuel System. October 15, Fuel
System. Ignition System. February 1, Ignition System. Electrical System. December 16,
Electrical System , No Start. Specifically the ignition system is not creating Spark. So, my
recommendation to you, is to test each spark plug wire with a dedicated spark tester. If the
ignition system is the cause of the no start, you're not gonna' see spark at any of the 4 spark
plug wires. Testing the ignition system on your Honda isn't hard or difficult. Remember, the idea
behind checking for spark is to see if all of the 4 engine cylinders are getting spark. Here are the
most common causes of a no-spark result:. CASE 1: Spark was present in all 4 cylinders. This
result tells you three very important things: 1. You don't have to spend any time testing them or
any money replacing them. Your next step is to verify fuel pressure. This test result tells you
without a doubt that the no start condition of your 1. After confirming that the ignition system is

creating and delivering spark to each cylinder, the next step is to test the fuel system, mainly
the fuel pump. A bad fuel pump will cause your 1. One method that I've used to test for a lack of
fuel and the one you'll probably have to use is spraying starting fluid into the throttle body and
then having a helper crank the engine. If the engine starts then I now know that I need to take a
closer look at the fuel pump to see if it's fried or not. The absolute best way to test the fuel
pump is with a fuel pressure gauge. Using any other method is not as accurate. The cool thing
is that fuel pressure test gauges with the adapter needed to test the fuel pressure on Honda
cars have come down in price a lot! A fuel pressure gauge can be connected to your 1. The fuel
pressure test gauge is connected to one of the fuel filter's banjo bolts with a fuel pressure test
adapter. This adapter must have a 1. CASE 1: Fuel pressure is at specification. Not only does
this result tell you that the fuel pump is OK but that the following components, that supply the
fuel pump with power, are OK too:. CASE 2: Fuel pressure is not present. This usually means
that the pump has failed, but not always. Starter Motor Circuit Wiring Diagram 1. Ignition System
Wiring Diagram 1. P -What Does It Mean? As an Amazon Associate, I may earn a small
commission from qualifying purchases from the Amazon product links from this website. Your
purchase helps support my work in bringing you real diagnostic testing information to help you
solve the problem! Page 1 Page 2 Page 3. Now, with no spark in any of the engine cylinders, this
what I would suggest: Check for spark directly on the ignition coil tower using a spark tester.
This is the best way to test the distributor cap. The distributor cap and rotor are infamous for
causing no spark no start conditions. If you do get spark coming out of the ignition coil tower,
you now know beyond a shadow of a doubt the distributor cap and rotor must be replaced. Test
the ignition coil and ignition control module igniter. If no spark is firing from the ignition coil,
then the next step is to verify that the ignition control igniter is activating it. This is a pretty
simple test. Check that the timing belt is not broken. A broken timing belt will cause a no spark
no start condition. No Start 2: Checking For Fuel After confirming that the ignition system is
creating and delivering spark to each cylinder, the next step is to test the fuel system, mainly
the fuel pump. When testing the fuel pump with a fuel pressure gauge , you'll usually see one of
two results: CASE 1: Fuel pressure is at specification. Not only does this result tell you that the
fuel pump is OK but that the following components, that supply the fuel pump with power, are
OK too: Fuel pump fuse. Fuel pump relay which is known as the Main Relay. And so, there's no
need to spend time testing them or money replacing them. Once you're tapped in, have a helper
crank the engine while you observe your multimeter in Volts DC mode. If voltage is present 12
Volts , then you have confirmed that the fuel pump fuse and fuel pump relay are working
perfectly. Confirming power to the fuel pump with a multimeter also verifies that the fuel pump
has failed and needs to be replaced. If no voltage is present, as your helper cranks the engine,
then the cause of no fuel condition is due to either a bad fuse, fuel pump relay known as the
Main Relay. All Articles: Honda 1. Applies To:. Honda Vehicles:. Do NOT follow this link or you
will be banned from the site! Quite a few things can cause your 1. For example: a bad fuel pump,
a bad igniter ignition control module , a bad ignition coil, a busted timing belt and the list goes
on. The good news is that troubleshooting the no start condition of your Honda Civic is not that
difficult. With a solid diagnostic strategy, you can do it yourself and replace the failed part,
whichever it may be. There's a world of a difference between a No Crank and a No Start
condition. Here's a brief description:. Does Not Crank Condition: Means that the engine is not
cranking when you turn the key to crank the engine. In other words, the engine doesn't turn
over at all. This is usually due to a bad starter motor, bad ignition switch, bad neutral safety
switch, or the engine is locked up. The key to troubleshooting the no start condition of your 1.
These are:. When your Honda Civic Civic del Sol cranks but does not start it's because one of
these 3 things is missing from the mix. So, the idea behind any diagnostic, trying to figure out
why the car won't start, is to perform tests on the fuel system, the ignition system, an the
Engine Mechanical system. Once you've found out what system is the one not providing one of
the three things the engine needs, the next step is to test specific components within that
system. To go into more details, the three m
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ain areas where the problem will reside in and that you should concentrate on when facing a no
start condition are:. OK, the list of possible things that can go wrong looks pretty long but it is
rare to see or have two different components go bad from two separate systems at the same
time. The cool thing is, is that there is a diagnostic strategy that you can use to figure out
exactly what's wrong with your particular no start problem. Let's find out more about it in the
next subheading. Starter Motor Circuit Wiring Diagram 1. Ignition System Wiring Diagram 1. P

-What Does It Mean? As an Amazon Associate, I may earn a small commission from qualifying
purchases from the Amazon product links from this website. Your purchase helps support my
work in bringing you real diagnostic testing information to help you solve the problem! Page 1
Page 2 Page 3. Contents of this tutorial:. All Articles: Honda 1. Applies To:. Honda Vehicles:. Do
NOT follow this link or you will be banned from the site!

