1997 chevy cavalier headlights

The headlights on a Chevy Cavalier must be readjusted when you replace the headlight
assembly. There are two screws on the headlight assembly that adjust the headlights. The
vertical adjustment screw, which is located on the top of the housing, adjusts the headlights up
and down. The horizontal adjustment screw moves the headlights left and right. Park the
Cavalier so that the car's headlights are facing a flat surface, such as a wall, from 15 feet away.
Open the hood and locate the adjustment screws on the headlight assembly. The adjustment
screw on the top of the headlight assembly moves the headlights up and down. The adjustment
screw on the inside edge of the housing moves the headlights left and right. Turn the top
adjustment screw with a crosspoint screwdriver until the headlight beam is below the driver's
eye level. Turn the horizontal headlight screw so that the headlight beam shines in front of, and
slightly toward the center of the vehicle. I am a Registered Financial Consultant with 6 years
experience in the financial services industry. I am trained in the financial planning process, with
an emphasis in life insurance and annuity contracts. I have written for Demand Studios since
Step 1 Park the Cavalier so that the car's headlights are facing a flat surface, such as a wall,
from 15 feet away. Step 2 Open the hood and locate the adjustment screws on the headlight
assembly. Step 3 Turn the headlights on. Step 4 Turn the top adjustment screw with a
crosspoint screwdriver until the headlight beam is below the driver's eye level. The Chevrolet
Cavalier is a line of small cars produced for the model years through by Chevrolet , and then
later reintroduced in for the Chinese Market. The Cavalier replaced the Monza in North America.
The Monza was available as a 2-door coupe , a 3-door hatchback and a 3-door wagon using the
same body as the discontinued Vega wagon, the model it replaced. The inexpensive Chevette
was retained even as sales declined, and was formally replaced by even smaller captive
imports. Both previous platforms had rear-drive layouts while the new design followed the front
wheel drive trend, as in the Dodge Omni and Honda Civic. Ford and Chrysler also introduced
new front drive compacts. The small Cavalier even helped fill in lagging sales of the compact
Citation. The Cavalier first went on sale in May as a model with front-wheel-drive, [2] a choice of
two carbureted versions of the GM series four-cylinder pushrod engines, and 2 and 4-door
sedan, hatchback, and station wagon body styles. Convertibles were added in , initial
production totaling less than The Cavalier name originated from GM's then-British subsidiary
Vauxhall , who applied it to badge engineered variants of the Opel Ascona , the third generation
of which was the first J-body car to be released. The models received a mild facelift featuring
quad headlights. Z24 was introduced in for model year coupe and hatchback configurations.
The Cavalier was restyled in for the model year. The sedan and wagon were unchanged from the
doors back, while the coupe's exterior was completely redesigned. This resulted in different
trunk designs for the coupe and sedan. The convertible was only available as a Z The VL and RS
came standard with the 2. An electronic dashboard was available with the RS and Z24 trims. For
, the steering column was redesigned. The new self-aligning steering wheel was designed so as
to reduce injuries in a collision by bending to conform to the driver's chest. Also, rear shoulder
belts became standard on all models. RS and Z24 custom cloth seating received a new style of
front bucket seats with integral headrests. For , the base engine was enlarged to a 2.
Door-mounted automatic front seatbelts were added due to US passive restraint legislation. The
optional V6 engine was also upgraded to the 3. However, the Beretta convertible was shelved at
the eleventh hour, before a Cavalier convertible could be prepared. The Cavalier got a more
extensive restyling that involved a new hood, bumpers, headlights, taillights, wheel covers and
a redesigned interior, however with the body style remaining unchanged. Most notably, the
cooling system was redesigned to draw air from the bumper, giving it a Ford Taurus -style
bumper and grille-less nose. The new bumpers were unpainted, with the option to have them
colored grey, black or white; the latter only available on white-colored models. The RS and the
Z24 eschewed this for a color keyed body package. Z24 models also gained the options for a
height adjustable driver's seat and a CD player. The platform and trim lines were carried over,
while the convertible was brought back mid-year in the RS trim only with the V6 standard. Minor
changes for also included the Alpha Tech ignition lock cylinder, which incorporated a dual-bit
key that was larger and thicker in size in comparison to the old single-bit lock cylinder system
that had been used for years. The lock system was intended to be a stronger deterrent to
vehicle theft, but constant problems were reported with the lock jamming. It was dropped after
an improved dual-bit single key system was introduced for the model year and redesign. For ,
the 2. Antilock brakes were added as a standard feature, as Delco Moraine had managed to
develop a low-cost system. Power locks were also standard, and were designed to
automatically lock when the car is shifted out of park, or if the car is traveling at least 8 miles
per hour in manual transmission equipped Coupe models. Model year brought minimal changes
to the Cavalier line. The convertibles receive a glass rear window, allowing rear window defrost
as an option. The VL trim was dropped on the wagon, while the 2. The Chevrolet Cavalier was

introduced in Mexico in model year to replace the Chevrolet Celebrity which has been until then
the access to mexican GM lineup. The initial offer consisted only in a 4 door sedan with a 2. For
the mexican Cavalier continues unchanged. For , the mexican Chevrolet Cavalier in addopts the
aestethics from the Pontiac Sunbird. No wagons and convertibles were offered in Mexico. The
Cavalier received its first total redesign for , with expanded dimensions and more aerodynamic
styling, taking minor design cues from the 4th generation Chevrolet Camaro. Some of the basic
styling cues remained however, such as the bumper-integrated grille, the coupes' dipped
beltline, and the charcoal-colored bumpers on some base model cars. Coupe, sedan, and
convertible options were offered, however the wagon model was discontinued. The car now had
the available option of 15 and 16 inch wheels. By , the Cavalier became the best selling car
within the entire GM lineup. For the 3rd generation, powertrain options were limited to
inline-four engines. The option for a V6 engine , which had been available in the first and
second generation, was dropped and replaced by a new four-cylinder of similar power output.
Base and RS models still retained the 2. As of a new 4-speed automatic became available in any
trim. The Z24 and LS convertible used the 2. This engine could also be special ordered on a 4
door LS model. The 2. The Z24 only came in two-door coupe models until and featured a
sport-tuned suspension, inch tires, alloy wheels and improved interior electronics. Aesthetically
little changed from the other models other than a ground effects kit and taller rear spoiler. In a
4-door Z24 Sedan debuted, featuring the same mechanics but having a less sporty body. The
Z24 trim also received several other upgrades including a wider front sway bar and FE2 Sports
Suspension for better handling characteristics, and less aggressive ABS anti-lock braking
system. In , the 3-speed automatic was dropped from the base models equipped with the 2.
These engines improved fuel economy, featuring the same displacement as the GM Pushrod
Engine 2. The supercharger kit was developed and tested by General Motors and could only be
installed at a GM dealer. This upgrade increased performance considerably due to a pressure of
4. The third generation Cavalier had two facelifts. There was a minor one in with new front and
rear bumper fascias which included revised headlamps and taillamps for models. Also, IIHS
fatality risks statistics rated the Cavalier among the "highest rates of driver deaths", with
four-door to two-door driver deaths per million registered vehicle years. Average for the
Cavalier class small was four-door to two-door driver deaths per million registered vehicle
years. Aside from the fact that it was right hand drive, the Toyota Cavalier also featured a
leather-wrapped shift knob, steering wheel and park brake lever, wider front fenders, amber turn
signals for Japanese regulations, power folding side mirrors, side turn signal repeater lights on
the front fenders, and carpeting on the inside of the trunk lid. Interior seats were often flecked
with color, and the rear seat had a fold-down armrest. Vehicles produced from February through
December were available with a leather interior equipped with an automatic transmission only.
All models featured wheels borrowed from the Pontiac Sunfire. The Toyota Cavalier was
available in 2. TRD made a body kit and rear wing for the Cavalier, available exclusively in
Japan. The car was sold only at Toyota Store Japanese dealerships. The Toyota Cavaliers came
equipped with the 2. Prices for the coupe started at 2 million yen for the coupe, and 1. The
introduction of the Toyota Cavalier was not the first time the Cavalier was sold in Japan. Yanase
Co. When the decision was made to sell the Cavalier as a Toyota, this disrupted operations at
Yanase. Yanase also provides complete maintenance services for all vehicles sold. Due to
higher than typically average vehicle inspection costs, a fair number of these vehicles are
re-exported as Japanese used cars, most notably to Australia and New Zealand. Production of
the Toyota Cavalier ceased in June Despite Toyota making considerable efforts to sell the
Cavalier on the domestic market, the Japanese public perceived the quality of workmanship to
not be up to the standard typically expected of locally built cars. This car was discontinued in ,
the last Cavalier rolled off the assembly line on October 6, It was developed on the same
platform as the first generation Cruze, the Delta II platform , and uses the 1. Its pricing sets the
Cavalier exactly between the smaller Sail and the more modern second generation Cruze.
Deliveries started in September, with almost 10, units sold in its first month, but there are
indications the Cavalier cannibalizes sales of the similarly priced first generation Cruze, which
continues to be sold in China. As of , the fourth generation Cavalier is also sold in Mexico with
the same name, replacing the Chevrolet Sonic. The Cavalier was updated for the model year for
Mexico with minor changes, adding three new colors, new alloy design, four airbags and ABS
brakes, three-point seatbelts, and stability control as well as minor changes to the interior for
the LT trim line including a 7" with Chevrolet myLink and Smartphone Integration for Apple
CarPlay. The Cavalier went on sale on 23 September From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. Not
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Sold as a Police Pursuit Vehicle. Orders ship same day when ordered by 2pm ET. Need your
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Part will fit. It's designed to be tough but that's not enough to keep it from deteriorating over
time. Give your headlight the extra love and care that it deserves. Take note of these tips to
keep your Chevrolet Cavalier headlight well-maintained:. Cleaning and polishing your
headlights on a regular basis will keep damage at bay. Use mild car cleaner or regular
toothpaste to clean the dirt and grime off your lenses. After you've completely cleaned and
dried off your headlights, buff it with a mild polish to keep it looking shiny and crisp. Be sure to
use non-abrasive cloth to prevent scratching the lens. Routinely check for holes on the
headlight's seal and make sure that it still fits snugly around the edges. Doing this prevents
water from seeping into and building up inside your headlight. If you find holes on the seals,
cover them up using a silicone spray, but be sure not to get any of the material on the bulb. If
the seals are already worn out beyond repair, replace them with a new one of the same size.
Over time, one of your headlights is likely to have its bulb busted. Keep in mind that even if you
only have one broken bulb, it's still recommended to replace both of your bulbs to be sure that
they both have the same brightness level. As always, keeping an eye out for any damage and
fixing them as soon as you can is still the best way to avoid major headlight problems. Look for
condensation, haze, cracks, scratches, and rust spots on your headlight assembly. Repairing
these problems is an easy DIY task you can do at the comfort of your own home. Getting
protective headlight films is an affordable way to lessen the damage brought by physical
impact. These are available in various colors, so you also have the option to customize your
ride. Get the specifications of your headlight to ensure that the cover you'll be getting will be a
perfect fit. Install it when your headlights are clean and dry. When headlights begin to fail or
work intermittently, you have to trace the underlying cause. You have to check for a blown fuse,
a corroded socket, a broken relay, loose wiring, bad ground connection, and a faulty switch.
However, these lights have a shorter lifespan and are not as energy efficient as other types of
light. Poor visibility is one of the common causes of vehicular accidents. Without working
automotive lights, it will be difficult to see what is coming at you when driving at night, in rain or
snow, or through difficult road conditions. It will be hard to read road signs and spot obstacles.
Other motorists will also have a hard time on the road. For your driving comfort and safety,
make sure that your Chevrolet Cavalier headlight is working without a glitch. If not, figure out
the fault in the system and make the necessary repair or replacement. Both headlights do not
light up Check for a blown fuse. This is usually where you start when dealing with an electrical
failure. Headlights may also fail to come on due to a busted switch. Inspect the electrical
connector for loose attachments or any form of damage. This could be the problem. If not, put
in a working bulb on the non-functioning headlight. If the good bulb does not light up, the

socket is probably damaged, and this needs to be replaced. If this works, this means that you
just need a new unit to replace the old one. If the bulb is separate from the ignitor, change the
old bulb and see if the good bulb will work. If not, then you may need a new ignitor module. Next
thing you have to do is connect a working ignitor module to the socket. If it still does not work,
then the ignitor is not the problem but the fault may lie with the wiring harness or socket. There
could also be a loose ground connection. Look for any loose connection and make the
necessary adjustments or wiring replacements if needed. Make sure that the bulb has the right
wattage to keep the headlights from flickering. Replace the fuse if it is blown. This may also be
caused by a burned-out bulb or a melted wire leading to the fuse. When looking for the
underlying cause, another thing you could do is test for power using a voltmeter. If there is no
current running to the light, the wiring is most likely the culprit. Replace a bad dimmer switch.
This is typically the cause of the intermittent function of the beams. Check the system for a bad
alternator or a slipping drive belt. The problem may not be coming from the headlights
themselves but the charging system that is supplying power to electrical components. Look for
dirt, condensation, and discoloration in the headlights and clean or repair the lenses as needed.
It is also possible that the headlights are not aimed properly. In which case, you have to make
the necessary adjustments. See to it that the bulbs are not loose and that they are secured in
place properly. Also look for corrosion on the bulb socket to see if this is the problem. Be sure
not to touch the bulb with bare hands as oil from your fingertips can cause the bulbs to burn
out quickly and unevenly. Check if the fuse still breaks or blows once you disconnect the light
and the switch. If not, then this tells you that there is no problem with the wiring. Another thing
you have to check is the bulb. Use bulbs with the right wattage if you have to install a new one.
You may also have to inspect the wiring and connections. Here are their advantages and
downsides to help you weigh in your options:. The cost largely varies based on the type of
lighting source halogen, HID, or LED and if you will buy the headlamp per unit, as a pair, or as a
complete kit with fenders, with a bumper cover, or with corner lights, for instance. Whether you
are simply searching for OE replacements for Chevrolet Cavalier parts or you are looking for
upgrades, make sure that your product search will match your vehicle specs. Just key in the
year, make, and model of your vehicle e. Driving with bad headlights is like walking on tightrope
with your eyes closed. You do not only put yourself at risk, but also the other people on the
road. Replacing faulty headlights can be hard on the pocket, but you don't need to wait until
both your headlights have gone out before you do any action. Follow the maintenance tips
below to prolong the life of your Chevrolet Cavalier headlight assembly. Surface dirt on your
headlight assembly can render the lights inefficient. Buildup of dirt and grime decreases the
brightness of your headlights. To restore the intensity of the lamps, you can rinse the
headlights using mild soap, warm water, and a clean rag. If the accumulated dirt is difficult to
remove, soak a grit sandpaper in soapy water and use it to gently sand off the buildup from the
headlight lenses. Gentle, up-and-down motions for buffing the lenses are best. To protect the
headlights from accumulating dirt in the future, you can apply a coat of wax on the lenses.
Loose electrical connections can make your headlights flicker. When that happens, you get
insufficient lighting on the road, not to mention annoying oncoming motorists with your
sputtering illumination. To make the most of your automotive lighting, tighten any loose
connections within the headlight assembly. That should make your headlights shine steadily on
the road. A burnt-out headlight bulb may not be as bad as having faulty wiring, but it still
creates a huge inconvenience for drivers. You won't be able to see your way clearly, so you're
likely to drive over bumps and dips on the road. Replace the used-up bulb right away in order to
get full illumination. Make sure to screw the bulb snugly into its socket to prevent the headlights
from dimming or flickering. If you find any corroded wires in the assembly, you need to replace
them with new ones to avoid electrical connection problems in your vehicle. If the whole length
of the wires is not affected by oxidation, you can cut off the bad part and splice the wires. When
the sun is down and you're driving underneath the shadowy sky, your Chevrolet Cavalier
headlights can be your only companions. They serve as your guide, helping you be safe at
every turn. For that reason, it's very important to put a bit of time and effort in their
maintenance. Below are some of the things you can do to take care of your Chevrolet Cavalier
headlights:. Any unsealed portions within your Chevrolet Cavalier headlights can be a source of
problems. With that said, it's vital that your headlight assemblies are sealed at all times. Doing
so should prevent moisture and tiny debris from entering the assemblies. You wouldn't want
the said elements to be inside your assemblies as they can cause fogging and discoloration in
the lenses, both of which can affect the quality of illumination that your headlights produce. As
previously mentioned, fogging can significantly impair headlight illumination. Fortunately, this
condition can be mended without much hassle. In fact, cleaning kits for fogged Chevrolet
Cavalier headlights litter auto parts stores everywhere. They're quite inexpensive, too. Just

make sure that the assemblies are properly sealed after cleaning the lenses so that fogging
won't happen again. Headlight lenses don't usually last that long. That isn't surprising though
since they're positioned in a wide-open location the front fascia of your Cavalier , after all.
Lenses are highly susceptible to damage and wearing out because they are constantly exposed
to water, debris, and other harmful elements. With that in mind, it's ideal to always check the
condition of your Chevrolet Cavalier headlights. By doing that, you'll be able to avert numerous
headlight problems and ensure a more reliable performance. The wires of your Chevrolet
Cavalier headlights can become loose or damaged sooner or later. Either of those conditions
will impede the flow of electricity from the power source towards the headlights, which of
course can lead to flickering issues. With that said, it's best to inspect the condition of the wires
regularly. Reattach any loose wires and replace those that are damaged. Cleaning the wires
every now and then is also a good idea since doing so can help in preventing damage. Can halo
projectors be installed on a Chevrolet Cavalier headlight? There is even an aftermarket
headlight that already has halos. However, it is not always recommended to put the halos on the
headlight of the Chevrolet Cavalier because it has decreased life span because caused by
constant blinking. Halos are better installed on the parking lights. More common in auto parts
online stores for Chevrolet Cavalier headlight is the sealed beam assembly. However, there is a
composite assembly headlight available for Chevrolet Cavalier for most of these online stores.
Also available are some bulbs that fit the composite assembly headlight for a particular model
and year. It is recommended to check whether the headlight to be purchased is compatible to
the car before ordering the replacement. The best supplies to use for removing moist and fog
from the inside of the headlight lens are silica gel and lint free cloth. To remove the moisture,
the headlight and headlight lens should be removed from the car housing. The sun's natural
color is the best color for a headlight. With this, it is always advisable to replace the stock
halogen headlight of Chevrolet Cavalier with a performance lamp that resembles the brightness
of daylight as it improves night visibility for the driver. Unless the old part is severely scratched,
dimming the light, a new headlight will be brighter as it emits the same amount of light. A
projector headlight can help spread the light in a different way. However, this does not change
the amount of light being produced by the car. Higher wattage bulbs and Xenon HID kits are the
only means of increasing the brightness of a headlight. We've Made a Site Update. Refresh to
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