1969 f100 steering column

As noted in the above-mentioned tutorial, Ford started putting the Saginaw power steering box
which replaced the Bendix style box into their trucks starting in '68 and by '69 the Saginaw box
was used exclusively for all power steering applications. The Bendix box was was prone to
overheating and seal failure, issues eliminated with the introduction of the Saginaw. However,
while the Bendix box was dimensionally identical to the manual steering box, making it an easy
upgrade, the Saginaw was 2 inches longer, which meant the steering column for PS-equipped
trucks needed to be 2 inches shorter to compensate. Just so that you're up to speed, you
simply have to remember that there are three different steering column shaft lengths:. Since a
good percentage of ''72 trucks have manual steering, one of the first modifications new owners
often make is to convert their trucks to PS. Normally this is a simple swap, by finding a
PS-equipped truck and swapping in the shorter PS column and the Saginaw box as a pair.
However, it IS possible to shorten your existing MS column if you're having problems finding
the right parts, and you're handy with a welder. This article will show most of the details for
what needs to be done and begins after the steering column is removed and on the workbench.
The steering columns shown in Fig. Let's fix that. Steering Column Disassembly. When you do,
the upper shaft bushing will be slid off the shaft. Don't lose it if you're planning on reusing it. In
order to slide it out of the column, you will have to first remove the harness connector from the
wiring at the base of the column. You'll need a special tool to release the clips holding the pin
connectors in the switch's wiring harness, like the yellow-handled tool in Fig. Make a diagram
showing the proper position for each colored wire in the harness connector so they can be
reinstalled correctly and then use the tool to release each wire from the connector. It is not
necessary to remove the shift lever from the collar. When you remove these pieces, the two
bolts will probably drop out These are each held in place in the shifter tube by a gob of thick
grease for installation Fig. When it's removed, you'll be able to remove the shifter linkage lever
at the base of the column. Make a note of how it's oriented to the column see Fig. Turn the
housing upside down and dump out the shift tube return spring. That's it! Your steering column
is disassembled and ready for modification. Let's take a few moments and compare the pieces
from a MS column and a PS column. The steering wheel end of these columns are perfectly
lined up with each other for this shot. The yellow-handled tool is needed to release the pin
connectors from the turn signal switch harness connector. Since the PS column is shorter, it's
lever top has to have a more-radical bend to reach the shifter linkage than the MS linkage
bottom. The main steel steering shaft runs down through these. The MS shifter tube is on top,
the PS shifter tube is on bottom. See table of measurements below. A large spring at the bottom
of the column housing slides over the end of the shifter tube and pushes against this lever.
There is a similar locating tab on the other end of the shift tube, to properly locate the shift
collar. The early shafts right use one large and one small locator pin, whereas the later shafts
left use two large pins. Make sure you use the pin setup which matches whichever shaft you
decide to use, or modify the flange with a die-grinder as needed. The plate and gasket for a MS
setup is on the left, the PS pieces are on the right. Because of the different angle of the PS
steering column where it comes through the firewall, the PS plate had to be heightened a bit. If
you're handy, you can either modify your existing MS piece or just cut a new one from flat
sheetmetal and reuse your existing gasket. Using a chop saw will make this cut quickly and
very square with the tube. You can see the spot welds holding the insert in the end of the main
housing tube. What we're looking to do now is section the three pieces that are too long: the
column housing, the shift tube and the shaft itself. Don't worry, it's not as complicated as it
sounds. Sectioning simply involves cutting a chunk out of the middle, discarding it, and welding
the two halves back together. If you've got a welder and know how to use it, you can easily
accomplish this in an afternoon. Here's a chart that shows the factory dimensions of the various
column pieces:. The shaft and the hollow column housing and shift tube each need two things
done to it: the appropriate amount of material sectioned from the middle, and to be welded back
together. In Fig. The holes in each each tube just at the left side of the picture are for the neutral
safety switch actuator, so your cut will have to be between those holes and the rib which holds
the shifting linkage arm. For cutting each piece, keeping the cut perfectly square is very
important After making the two cuts, clamp the two pieces together onto a length of angle iron
as shown for the shifter tube in Fig. However, it's probably best to put at least three quick spot
welds around the circumference of each piece before completing the weld. Repeat this process
for the main steel shaft. With the shaft, your section can be cut out pretty much anywhere along
it's length. After you make the cut, bevel the two ends a little which will be welded together, for
best weld penetration. After the weld is made and cools off, you'll need to grind it down smooth,
since the bottom shaft bushing and bushing retainer will need to be slid all the way down from
the top. The plastic bushings are slit, so they can give a little in case the weld isn't ground down
perfectly smooth. However, there is either a clamp or a collar at the end of the shaft which holds

the plastic bushing, depending on if you're using an early or late main shaft Fig. And finally, on
to the main housing. There are two ways to do this. As seen in Fig. You can see these spot
welds in Fig. The insert holds the lower bushing race and also serves to hold the shifter tube
spring. Then you can slide the insert out, drill a few new holes in the new end of the housing,
slide the insert in the end of the main housing, and re-weld it using the holes you just drilled.
This second method does require more work, but less welding. However, I'd suggest simply
sectioning it like you did with the main shaft and the shift tube Steering Column Reassembly.
Once the main housing is welded back together, cleaned up and the main housing painted if
applicable , you're ready to reassemble Insert the lever into the slot and rotate the shifter tube
to align the tab on the tube with the notch in the lever see Fig. You do have it oriented correctly,
don't you? You could also use something like masking tape to hold the two bolts in place. Then
install the turn signal switch housing and the shift collar. The end of the shifter tube has a
locating tab that slides into a groove in the shift collar. Continue working it through the channel
along the bottom of the main housing Fig. Reinsert the wires into their respective place in the
harness connector. Slide the shaft into the main housing from the bottom. I didn't go into
EXTREME detail here, but I figure that if you're at all mechanically-inclined, you should be able
to figure out the smaller details as you go. It's actually very basic, and as long as you pay close
attention to how things come apart, they'll go back together just as easily. Another option I also
disassembled and measured a floor-shift 4-spd manual steering column and found something
very cool If your truck is already equipped with a 4-speed, it's very possible that you've also got
the correct column, and all you have to do is section your existing shaft or swap in the main
steel shaft from a PS column. If your truck is an automatic and you want to install a floor-shifter,
this could very well save you a lot of time as well, since, once again, all it requires is swapping
in a PS main steel shaft or sectioning the existing MS shaft , since there's no shift tube, and no
sectioning is needed for the main housing. NOTE: Be sure to check out ' The Manual 3-spd
Steering Column Explored ' page, which is a similar photo collection of the teardown of several
'3-on-the-tree' steering columns. If you have any additional information that you feel could be
added to this page to help out fellow Ford truck owners, please feel free to e-mail me. You can
see that the 4-speed's column housing is already short enough to use the shorter PS shaft. As
you can see, the 4-spd column housing is already at the desired length to install the shorter PS
shaft. Please save this banner to your hard drive to place on your webpage. Steering Column
Disassembly 1 Remove the steering wheel with a puller. Sectioning the Shifter Tube, Main Shaft
and Main Housing What we're looking to do now is section the three pieces that are too long:
the column housing, the shift tube and the shaft itself. All rights reserved. All brand names and
product names used on this website are trade names, service marks or registered trademarks of
their respective holders. No portion or content of this site may be reproduced or otherwise used
without explicit permission. To report problems or provide comments or suggestions, please
click here. Power Steering Column. Manual Steering Column. Shift Tube. Shaft 1. Column
Housing. Steering Column Reassembly Once the main housing is welded back together,
cleaned up and the main housing painted if applicable , you're ready to reassemble Skip to main
content. Include description. Dorman 2 Items 2. Ford 6 Items 6. Mustang 1 Items 1. Unbranded 2
Items 2. Not Specified 70 Items No Warranty 1 Items 1. Unspecified Length 5 Items 5. Lifetime 2
Items 2. Not Specified 44 Items New 83 Items Used 5 Items 5. Please provide a valid price range.
Buying Format. All Listings Accepts Offers Auction 1. Buy It Now Item Location. US Only. North
America. Delivery Options. Free International Shipping. Show only. Free Returns. Returns
Accepted. Authorized Seller. Completed Items. Sold Items. Authenticity Guarantee. More filters
Any Condition New Used. Any Free International Shipping. Gallery View Customize. Find the
right parts for your Ford F Enter Trim Tell us about your vehicle to find the right parts faster.
Buy It Now. Last one. Almost gone. Shipping not specified. Free returns. Leave feedback about
your eBay search experience - opens in new window or tab. This page was last updated: Feb
Number of bids and bid amounts may be slightly out of date. See each listing for international
shipping options and costs. On Sale. Garage Sale. Don't see what you're looking for? Click
below to see more ways to filter your search. Products to Compare max of 3 X. Classic Truck.
You've Selected:. Clear All. Select Your Vehicle. See More Filters. Sort by: Relevance Selected.
Show: 30 Results. Steering Columns. Steering Wheel Adapters. Steering Column Mounting
Brackets. Shift Indicators. Steering Column Levers. Steering Shaft U-Joints. Steering Column
Electrical Connectors. Steering Column Firewall Seals. Steering Column Wiring Harnesses. Turn
Signal Hardware. Part Quick View. Shi
07 buick regal
cutler hammer automatic transfer switch wiring diagram
2006 mazda 3 aftermarket stereo

ps Free. Nostalgia Steel Steering Column. Universal Shift Indicator Housing, Chrome. Overall
Thickness: 1. Hole Diameter: 2. Hole Diameter: 1. Speedway Stainless Steel Steering Columns.
Steering Wheel Adapter, GM. Chrome Steering Wheel Adapter Cover. Overall Thickness: 2.
Pointer Color: - Bezel Included: No. Load More Products. Relevance Selected. Steering Columns
Steering Wheel Adapters Steering Column Mounting Brackets Shift Indicators Steering Column
Levers 6. Steering Shaft U-Joints Steering Column Electrical Connectors 2. Steering Column
Firewall Seals 1. Steering Column Wiring Harnesses 1. Turn Signal Hardware 1. See More. See
Less. Overall Length. End 2. Max Operating Angle. Material Type. Additional Filters Don't see
what you're looking for? Spline Count. End 1. Inside Diameter. Output Shaft Type. Universal
Joint Style. Hole Diameter. Transmission Family. TH 8. Torqueflite 6. AOD 5. TH 4. Sold in
Quantity. Customer Rating. See All Filters. See Less Filters. Change Your Vehicle.

